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Foreword 
 
 
May our gracious God bless and keep you always in the hands of Jesus! 
 
Within these pages you will find a corrected copy of the Proceedings of the 55th Regular 
Convention of the Southern Illinois District, held in Collinsville, IL, February 19-21, 2009, 
meeting under the theme: One Sure Hope!  The Proceedings include the minutes to the 
convention, the reports of the District President and the District Schools and General Executive 
and the resolutions adopted by the convention, as amended, giving the final and official 
wording. 
 
These Proceedings have been prepared by our District Secretary, Pastor Tony Troup, edited by 
the district staff, and then examined by a committee of the Board of Directors.  They reflect as 
accurately as possible the actions and results of the convention.  Please refer to this copy for 
the official wording of resolutions and the results of elections. 
 
We take this opportunity to thank God for His grace and blessing, and to thank all of you who 
participated in the convention and its work for your help and service.  Our prayer is that God 
would bless what is good and faithful here for His glory and the benefit of His people, because 
Jesus Christ, crucified and raised from the dead, is our One Sure Hope!  
 
Yours in His Service, 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr. 
District President 
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2009 SID Convention Minutes 
February 19-21, 2009 

 
2009 SID Convention Minutes – Friday Morning 

 
Chaplain Lukomski and Rev. Peter Kirby opened with a devotion. 
 
Instructions concerning keypads were given.  Do not vote for others. 
 
John Eggerding, Chairman of the Convention Arrangements, gave his report of the registration. 
 
Pastoral delegates: 81 registered and 66 present 
Lay delegates:   83 registered and 76 present 
Advisory delegates: 186 registered and 123 present 
 
President Mueller called the convention to order in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
The agenda was mailed.  The Convention schedule is our agenda.  A motion was made to 
adopt the agenda as printed.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
We reviewed the convention package.  Yellow pages are the resolutions prepared by the floor 
committees.  Also in the package is a sheet for the Question and Answer session with President 
Kieschnick.  We will go over them and present them to President Kieschnick later. 
 
In the listing of candidates for lay representatives on the Board of Directors elections, Dr. 
Stephanie Van Ulft was not listed as an incumbent.  She is an incumbent  We will use electronic 
keypads for elections. 
 
A motion was made to appoint Mr. William Crain as the parliamentarian and Rev. Matt Clark as 
assistant secretary.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
The long standing Benken rule, used by the Synod for substitute motions, will be in effect in 
addition to Robert’s Rules of Order for the convention.  This was accepted by common consent. 
 
1st Vice President, Dr. Rev. George Gude, was asked to chair.  He invited President Mueller to 
give his report. 
 
President Mueller presented the President’s report. 

·  Highlighted District Visitation Program (pg. 63-65 written report). 
·  We have not been completely successful 

o Phase 1 – 90% complete 
o Phase 2 – 56 congregations left to visit 
o Phase 3 – not initiated yet 

President Mueller has discovered SID pastors are faithful and need encouragement from 
these visits.  Most congregations are using Lutheran Service Book.  A few congregations 
are involved in contemporary worship, but are striving to be Lutheran. 

·  President Mueller visited South Africa.  We continue to have a good relationship with the 
Lutheran Church of South Africa (pg. 68 of written report). 

·  All pastors new to SID since last the convention were asked to stand. 
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·  We have had a smooth transition in Prison Ministry with the retirement of Rev. Maurice 
Alms. 

·  Trinity, Herrin, resigned from membership in the LCMS. 
·  We have 96 congregations in SID, plus 1 independent congregation being served by 

Rev. Les Mitkos, plus 2 preaching stations (pg. 69). 
·  Unity Christian Lutheran Elementary School is growing steadily and needs more space.  

The Board of Directors is working hard with Unity Church and School to provide space.  
Unity Lutheran Church and Unity School are working together with renewed vigor (pg. 
69-70). 

·  President Mueller is working with President Ray Mirly, Missouri District President, 
because of a crossover mission from the MO District to SID and because SID and MO 
District share the LCEF director. 
 

Chairman Gude returned the chair to President Mueller 
 
The delegates went over several test questions to check and learn about the keypads. 
 
President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 5, Elections, Rev. Fritz Baue, chairman. 
 
Page 269 of the workbook has the list of candidates for SID President.  No nominations from the 
floor were made.  A  motion was made to accept the slate for District President.  Seconded.  
Carried. 
 
Chaplain Lukomski led the convention in prayer. 
 
Voting results: 
 Baue – 0 
 Gude – 4 
 Keseman – 2 
 Mueller - 114 
 Scharr – 16 

Walther – 5 
 
President Mueller was declared elected and accepted the office of President. 
 
The paper ballots were distributed for the election of the two Vice Presidents. The convention 
workbook (pg. 270-274) lists all pastors in SID and all are eligible.  Each delegate was 
instructed to write in two names on the ballot. 
 
President Mueller welcomed President Gerald Kieschnick, LCMS President.  President 
Kieschnick addressed the convention and presented a video for his report.  Part 2 of his report 
will be Questions and Answers. 
 
President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 2, Rev. Mike Walther, chairman. 
 
Resolution 2-01 – Congregational Revitalization Process 

It was read by Jon Giordano and is on pg. 341 in the convention workbook. 
The Committee moved for adoption of Resolution 2-01.  No discussion. 
Yes – 127 No – 8 
Resolution 2-01 was adopted. 
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Res. 2-02 – Specific Ministry Pastors  
It was read by Mark Surberg and is on pg. 341-343 in the convention workbook.   
The Committee moved for adoption of Resolution 2-02.  Discussion followed. 
Rev. Stephen Krenz asked “How does this effect the lay ministry programs?  Rev. 
Walther stated that the resolution encourages ordination. 
Yes – 118 No – 19 
Resolution 2-02 was adopted. 
 

President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 3, Congregational Support and Finance, Rev. 
Stephen Krenz, chairman. 
 
Res. 3-01 – To Participate in the “Fan Into Flame” Appeal 

The resolution was read by Rev. Krenz and is on pg. 344-345 in the convention 
workbook.   

Committee moved for adoption of Resolution 3-01.  Discussion followed. 
Rev. Mike Kettner, Christ, Jacob, offered a substitute resolution.  Rev. Kettner read it as 
the substitute resolution was passed out.  There was a second to the substitute 
resolution.  See Resolution 3-01 substitute.   
Do we consider the substitute resolution in place of 3-01? 
 Yes = 96 No = 39 
 
This is now the motion.  Much discussion followed. 
Rev. Jim Kress called the question, “shall we cease debate?” 
 Yes = 135 No = 8 
 
Do we adopt 3-01 substitute? 
 Yes = 80 No = 64 
The substitute resolution was adopted. 

 
New members of Synod were invited to come up to sign the constitution of the LCMS. 
 
Circuits 2, 5, & 11 are to caucus and elect circuit counselors during the break. 
 
The Convention took a 30-minute break. 
 
Q & A with President Kieschnick.  Some questions are included. 
 

·  Please share your reflections as a participant in the 36th Rally and March For Life in 
Washington D. C. 
 

·  Are you aware of the vision of a future in which the LCMS splits off its right wing and the 
ELCA off its left wing, leaving two large, moderate church bodies which would then 
merge?  What do you think of this concept?   

o I know of it, but I don’t envision it. 
 

·  Based on our adoption of substitute resolution 3-01, does this mean individual 
congregations cannot participate into “Fan into Flame”?  

o No, congregations have the right to participate.  Congregations are autonomous. 
 

·  Why is the Synod suing “Issues, Etc.” for its name? 
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o The Synod is not suing anyone.  The Synod’s BOD found out the trademark 
expired and someone else took the trademark.  We are not opposing the 
release/transfer of the trademark. 

 
·  In your opinion, why do we need to change so much of the Synod’s structure? 

o We need to reduce or eliminate the complexity and bureaucracy of our structure.  
We need to remove the redundancy of boards and commissions.  We want to 
improve stewardship and decrease cost of conventions. 

 
·  Are there any ministries or support groups for people whose children are gay? 

o Yes, the Synod was directed in convention to do so.  Materials are available. 
 
President Mueller invited Committee 5 to come forward.  Rev. Fritz Baue reported on the Vice 
President ballot.  Top vote getters: 
 Rev. Timothy Scharr – 65 
 Rev. Dr. George Gude – 45 
 Rev. Bruce Keseman – 21 
 Rev. Mike Walther - 18 
 
Delegates will vote for two men using two electronic ballots.  Vote for one on the electronic 
keypad.  Then vote a second time on a the second electronic ballot.  Do not vote for same 
person. 
 
Results: 
 Gude – 93 
 Keseman – 46 
 Scharr – 107 
 Walther – 47 
 
Elected: 
 Scharr – First Vice President 
 Gude – Second Vice President 
 
Ballot for Secretary (pg. 275).  Gude was already elected Vice President. 
 Gude, George 
 Janneke, Alan 
 Troup, Antonin 
 
There were no nominations from the floor. 
 
Results: 
 Gude – 10 
 Janneke – 39 
 Troup – 93 
 
Rev. Troup was declared elected. 
 
Ballot for treasurer: 
 
 Hemmer, Gary – 87 
 Sramek, Leslie – 56 
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Gary Hemmer was declared elected. 
 
President Mueller invited Committee 1 on Missions to come forward, Rev. Mark Willig, 
chairman. 
 
Res. 1-01 (pg. 331) – To Continue our Mission Partnership with the Lutheran Church in South 
Africa through LCMS World Mission 

The Committee moved for adoption.  There was speaking in support of the motion. 
Yes = 145 No = 2 
Resolution 1-01 was adopted. 

 
Bishop Tswaedi responded after a hymn of praise was sung by the delegates.  He expressed 
great appreciation for the partnership and prayed that God will bless us as we bring the Gospel 
to the world. 
 
President Mueller introduced Dr. Daniel Mattson from LCMS World Mission.  He offered a video 
presentation on the ministry of LCMS World Mission. 
 
President Kieschnick installed Herbert Mueller as SID President. 
 
Bishop Tswaedi led the convention in a noonday devotion before lunch. 
 
Following the prayer for lunch, the convention was declared to be in recess. 
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2009 SID Convention Minutes – Friday Afternoon 

 
Pastor Steve Jacobsen led the convention in a devotion. 
 
President Mueller introduced Rev. Matthew Harrison as our essayist.  Rev. Harrison is the 
Executive Director of LCMS World Relief/Human Care.  His Bible study/theological essay is 
entitled “One Sure Hope.” 
 
Committee 5 reported on elections.  The caucuses elected the following circuit counselors. 
 
Circuit 2 – Rev. M. Schultz elected 
Circuit 5 – Rev. Brian Holle elected 
Circuit 11 – Rev. Ted Mayes elected 
 
The slate of circuit counselors elected is: Circuit 1 – Rev. Nathan Meador; Circuit 2 – Rev. 
Martin Schultz; Circuit 3 – Rev. Leonard Laetsch; Circuit 4 – Rev. Michael Walther; Circuit 5 – 
Rev. Brian Holle; Circuit 6 – Rev. Bruce Keseman; Circuit 7 – Rev. Stephen Krenz; Circuit 8 – 
Rev. Timothy Mueller; Circuit 9 – Rev. Tim Zechiel; Circuit 10 – Rev. Ralph Laufer; Circuit 11 – 
Rev. Ted Mayes. 
 
A motion was made to ratify the circuit counselors elected.  Seconded.  Adopted by voice vote. 
 
Ballot for the Board of Directors, Commissioned.  We need 2.  We will vote for two, each on a 
separate ballot and each having ballot having a different name. 
 
Roger Sprengel nominated David Klein for a Commissioned member of the Board of Directors.  
It was moved and seconded to adopt this ballot.  Carried. 
 
 Isaacs, Rhonda – 54 
 Klein, David – 60 

Schneider, Deitt – 91 
 Sochowski, Mark – 78 
 
Declared elected – Deitt Schneider and Mark Sochowski 
 
Paper ballots were passed out for lay members of the Board of Directors.  Vote for 8. 
 
Board of Missions ordained, will vote electronically.  There were no other nominations. 
 
Vote for 3, one on three ballots, each name must be different. 
 
 Clayton, Kirk – 104 
 Girardin, Mark – 88 
 Holle, Brian – 18 
 Leistico, James – 98 
 Rethwisch, Stuart – 86 
 Schultz, Martin – 28 
 
Declared elected – Kirk Clayton, Mark Girardin, and James Leistico 
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Board of Missions, Commissioned, vote for one. 

Mueller, Dawn – 92 
 Spenner, Cindy – 47 
 
Declared elected – Dawn Mueller 
 
President Mueller invited Committee 1 forward. 
 
Rev. Bruce Keseman moved that only the resolves be read.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Res. 1-02 – To Support Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School through Finances, Prayers, 
and Mission Work 

Read by Rev. Matt Clark 
The Committee moved for adoption.  Discussion followed. 

 Yes = 134 No = 0 
Resolution 1-02 was adopted. 

 
Res. 1-04 – To Encourage continued Prison Ministry Support 
 Read by Rev. Peter Kirby 
 The Committee moved for adoption.  Brief discussion followed.  
 Yes = 132 No = 1 
 Resolution 1-04 was adopted. 
 
Rev. Jeff Nehrt gave a brief presentation on Prison Ministry.  All those who serve in Prison 
Ministry were asked to come forward.  The convention recognized their work with a round of 
applause. 
 
Res. 1-05 – To Encourage Support for the SID “Freed in Christ” Initiative 
 Read by Rev. Peter Kirby. 
 The Committee moved for adoption.  Discussion followed. 
 Yes = 131 No = 2 
 Res. 1-05 was adopted. 

Sandy Bowers addressed the convention to explain the initiative and share what’s been 
happening through this initiative. 

 
President Mueller introduced Dr. Kurt Krueger who showed a video presenting the “What-A-
Way” initiative, designed to recruit church worker students for the Concordia University System. 
 
Chaplain Lukomski prayed for a family in Rev. Jim Rivett’s congregation who recently 
experienced the sudden death of a loved one. 
 
A motion was made to designate last night’s offering to Unity’s Capital Fund Campaign.  
Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Report of Synod’s Blue Ribbon Task Force on Structure and Governance 
(President Kieschnick reporting) 
 

·  Structure must be in accordance with Lutheran Confessions and the Church’s mission of 
disciple making. 
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·  Must reorganize because the structure was created when the Synod was small.  Still 
lacks clarity about what the Synod is and does. 

·  Structure is inefficient and needs to be streamlined if we are to be good stewards. 
 
President Kieschnick introduced Rev. Robert Green and Rev. William Diekelman from the Task 
Force. 
 
Rev. Green explained the process of examining structure and gathering input.  He met with 
district Board of Directors and individual pastors among others.  He asked the delegates to fill 
out a survey sheet.  The delegates can fill it out as the information is presented or at the end of 
the Q & A session. 
 

Foundational Matters 
 

1. Affirm in our Governing Documents the Mission & Purpose of our Synod.  Do we need to 
add emphasis on Scripture, Confession, and mission?  Vote. 
 

2. Should we emphasize the importance of Doctrinal Resolutions and Statements?  E.g. 
require 2/3 majority vote on such matters.  Vote. 
 

3. Clarify the categories of membership in Synod.  The relationship of lay people with the 
Synod is not understood.  Vote. 
 

Consider a New Name for the Synod 
 

1. Current name with a single state identity excludes and is confused with the ELCA 
designation for their districts (synods).  Evaluate the need for a new name and write a 
suggestion if you have one. 

 
Convention Related Matters 

 
1. Reconsider Representation at District Convention.  Commissioned ministers do not get a 

vote.  Commissioned ministers could serve as delegates if they had the classification of 
lay or commissioned delegates.  Vote. 
 

2. Determine Equitable Representation.  Currently parishes with vacancy do not have a 
pastoral vote.  Entitle vacancy pastor to vote.  Congregations with more than 1,000 
members could be allowed more lay voting delegates.  Vote. 
 

3. Establish a Fixed Number of Delegates to the National Convention.  Presently 
conventions are very expensive.  Only have 650 voting delegates.  Vote. 
 

4. Determine Congregational Representatives to National Convention.  Allow each district 
to chose how it will select delegates (each district would have fixed number based on 
size).  Vote. 
 

5. Amend the Process of Submitting Overtures to National and District Conventions.  A 
small number of congregations submit overtures.  Solution – have circuits submit 
overtures to district and have district in convention submit overtures to Synod. 
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6. Amend the Frequency of District & National Conventions.  Hold District & National 
Conventions in 4-year cycles.  Vote. 
 

7. Allow Flexibility of Circuit Structure.  Allow districts to determine clusters of churches by 
other than geographic closeness, e.g. demographic compatibility.  Vote. 
 

8. Consider Future District Configuration.  Presently districts have uneven levels of service.  
Direct District Presidents to reconfigure districts, e.g. 15-20 districts with 200-400 
congregations.  Vote. 
 

9. Establish Five Regions in the Synod. 
 

10. Provide Collaboration and Efficient National Synod Structure. 
 

11. Involve More Congregations in Election of Synod President and Vice President. 
 

12. Elect Synod Vice Presidents Regionally. 
 

There was a Q & A session. 
 
President Mueller ended the session for the evening meal and lead the convention in a meal 
prayer. 
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2009 SID Convention Minutes – Friday Evening 
 
The evening session began with a devotion led by Rev. Ted Mayes.  Chaplain Lukomski led the 
body in prayer. 
 
President Mueller introduced Dr. Alvin Kohlmann, President Emeritus, who brought greetings to 
the convention. 
 
Michael Vincent form Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska, brought greetings. 
 
President Mueller asked Roger Sprengel to give his report as Schools and General Executive. 
 
Highlights: 

·  Dan Roth served 2/3 of this triennium 
·  Directed us to his report on pg. 203-205 
·  Fourteen percent decline in school enrollments during triennium, but only 36 schools 

reporting 
·  Number of eligible children have remained steady over the past three years 
·  Singled out two schools for mention: 

o There are now 83 students at Unity, East St. Louis.  2/3 of Unity’s budget 
depends on gifts, grants, and tuition. 

o Good Shepherd, Collinsville, named exemplary school by Lutheran Schools 
Association. 

·  Mr. Sprengel is also the Business Manager for SID.  Turn to pg. 211-218.  There was a 
large deficit in 2008.  The Board of Directors decided not to remit commitment to 
National Synod to meet expenses.  Pledges for 2009 are down.  The 2009 Budget had 
to lower the commitment to Synod to 28% and set district office salaries at 96.5% of 
district scale to pass a balanced budget. 

 
Mr. Sprengel encouraged everyone to fill out convention evaluation forms and put them in the 
box next to the door. 
 
Treasurer’s Report, Dennis Ernsting.   
He indicated that Roger Sprengel said it all.  President Mueller thanked Mr. Ernsting for his 
years of service. 
 
Report of Mission Assistant, Rev. Kenneth Young.   
Rev. Young is retiring this year.  There is a written report on pg. 136.  In this report he 
recommended that SID hire/appoint a part-time (20 hours per week) Mission Assistant.  The 
current assistant works only one day a week.  Rev. Young also feels we need to concentrate on 
Hispanic outreach. 
 
 
Report of Lutheran Church Extension Fund   
We share our LCEF director, Mr. Dennis Klussman, with the Missouri District.  Mr. Klussman 
reported.  He thanked Dr. Paul Bramstedt for serving as director for many years.  Mr. Klussman 
has an assistant, called a promotion director.  Dan Roth was appointed promotion director and 
has been at work since August. 
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Lutheran Child and Family Services Report, Gene Svebakker reporting.   
LCFS is our LCMS RSO (Recognized Service Organization) in Illinois.  Services include child 
abuse prevention, adoption, and an outdoor ministry at Camp Wartburg. 
 
President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 3. 
 
 
Res. 3-02 – To Form a Standing Advisory Committee on Stewardship in the SID of the LCMS 

Read by Rev. Ted Mayes. 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
 Yes = 114  No = 8 
 Resolution 3-02 was adopted. 
 
President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 5, elections.  The chairman couldn’t be found. 
 
President Mueller called Committee 3 back. 
 
Res. 3-03 – To Encourage Intentional Stewardship Education in the SID 

Read by a committee member. 
The Committee moved for adoption and no discussion followed. 
Yes = 112  No = 12 
Resolution 3-03 was adopted.  

 
Res. 3-04 – To Receive the Reports as Presented under Tabs 7 & 8 
 The Committee moved to adopt. 
 Res. 3-04 carried by voice vote. 
 
President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 5.  
 
Results for Board of Directors Layperson (143 ballots cast): 
 Bertels, Matthew – 78 
 Eggerding, John – 89 
 Muskopf, Wayne – 98 
 Neunaber, Neil – 78 
 Suedmeyer, Lee – 99 
 Van Ulft, Stephanie –  
 Waeltz, Ruth –  
 

All seven above were declared elected. 
 

Run off for Donald Hutchison and Leslie Sramek. 
 

Hutchison = 57 
Sramek = 63 

 
 Mrs. Sramek was declared elected. 
 
Board of Missions – Layperson   

There were no nominations from floor.   
Four to be elected, by electronic vote, one vote for four ballots. 
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1. Deltgen, Rod – 35 
2. Diefenbach, Richard – 65 
3. Hueseman, Al – 38 
4. Hutchison, Don – 68 
5. Muskopf, Elaine – 88 
6. Ostlund, Deb – 59 
7. Piering, Daryl – 43 
8. Purdue, Bruan – 38 
9. Simek, Frank – 68 

 
Mr. Diefenbach, Mr. Hutchison, Mr. Simek, and Mrs. Muskopf were declared elected. 

 
Board for Congregational Support – Ordained 
 Two to be elected. 
 

1. Fouts, Ryan – 38 
2. Kress, James – 61 
3. Theiss, Steven – 77 
4. Weedon, Will – 73 

 
Rev. Theiss and Rev. Weedon were declared elected. 

 
Board of Congregational Support –Commissioned 
   Two to be elected. 
 

1. Giordano, Jon --81 
2. Kirst, Donna  --39 
3. Nebel, Cindy  --89 
4. Taggatz, Roxanne  --44 

 
Mr. Giordano and Mrs. Nebel were declared elected. 

 
Board for Congregational Support – Layperson 
 One vote on 4 ballots, 4 elected. 
  

1. Ascher, Cliff – 43 
2. Boehne, Curtis – 61 
3. Cook, Lynn – 41 
4. Cramer, Les – 69 
5. Deltgen, Rodney – 55 
6. Dyson, David – 61 
7. Funk, Larry – 47 
8. Hueseman, Al – 31 
9. Ostlund, Debbie – 42 
10. Streufert, Chris – 48 

 
Mr. Les Cramer was declared elected 
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President Mueller gave Committee 4 the floor.  Rev. Steven Theiss is the chair. 
 
Res. 4-01 – To Delete the Commission on School Matters and Give its Responsibilities to the 
Board of Congregational Support 
 The Committee moved for adoption and no discussion followed. 
 Yes = 113  No = 7 
 Res. 4-01 was adopted. 
 
Res. 4-02 – To Retain the Present District Structure of Synod 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 

 
Rev. Mark Willig moved to amend Res. 4-02 to read (first resolve) “that the SID in 
convention request the Synod in convention leave the current number of districts as they 
are.” 
Discussion on the amendment followed. 
 
For amendment, 
Yes = 42 No = 82 
The amendment failed. 
 
Rev. Bruce Keseman moved to amend by adding a 3rd resolve.  “That if the Blue Ribbon 
Task Force recommends to change the number of districts, that the SID in convention 
request the Synod in convention to leave the number as it is.” 
Discussion of this amendment followed. 
The question was called on the amendment, the voice vote was “yes.” 
 
On the amendment to add a third resolve, 
Yes = 49 No = 73 
The amendment was defeated. 
 
The resolution is unamended.   
The question was called, the voice vote was “yes.” 
Vote on Res. 4-02, 
Yes = 92 No = 30 
Res. 4-02 was adopted. 

 
Res. 4-03 – To Retain Voting Delegates as Lay and Pastoral 
 The Committee moved for adoption.  Discussion followed. 
  

It was moved to amend – remove lines 29-34, the 6th “whereas,” regarding 
commissioned ministers and changing the category of voting delegates. 
Yes = 88 No = 33 
Lines 29-34 are deleted. 
 
Res. 4-03 as amended is on the floor.  Discussion followed. 
 
The question was called.  The voice vote was “yes.” Discussion ceased. 
Yes = 103 No = 21 
Res. 4-03, as amended, was adopted. 
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President Mueller introduced Jennie Waters from Concordia University, Chicago.  She brought 
greetings to the delegates.  She is a deaconess and appreciates SID sending students into the 
program.  She urged congregations to consider calling a deaconess. 
 
Rev. Tim Mueller reported on the Orphan Grain Train and Bundles of Love. 
 
Rev. George Gude closed with a devotion/compline. 
 
The convention was declared to be in recess. 
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2009 SID Convention Minutes – Saturday Morning 
 
The convention reconvened with an opening devotion led by Rev. Leonard Laetsch. 
 
Rev. Matthew Harrison continued his study and essay “One Sure Hope,” part II.  Before 
beginning, Rev. Harrison presented Bishop Tswaedi with a legal paper stating that the 
seminary’s debt in South Africa has been paid. 
 
President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 5, elections. 
 
Board for Congregational Support – Layperson 
 We need three more elected.  We will use three electronic ballots, voting once on each. 
 After eliminating some candidates, these are the top vote getters. 
 

1. Ascher, Cliff – 52 
2. Boehne, Curtis – 66 
3. Deltgen, Rodney – 51 
4. Dyson, David – 66 
5. Funk, Larry – 43 
6. Streufert, Chris – 45 

 
Mr. Boehne and Mr. Dyson were declared elected. 
 
Run off between 

1. Ascher – 62 
2. Deltgen – 58 

 
Mr. Ascher was declared elected. 

 
The ballot for Circuit Counselor to serve on the Board of Directors was handed out. 
 
Election of the Chairman of the Board of Missions (always ordained) 

1. Clayton, Kirk – 73 
2. Girardin, Mark – 43 
3. Leistico, James – 5 

 
Rev. Clayton was declared elected. 

 
Election of the Chairman of Congregational Support (always commissioned) 

1. Giordano, Jon – 69 
2. Nebel, Cindy – 53 

 
Mr. Giordano was declared elected. 

 
The ballot for the election of the Commission of Nominations and Elections was passed out. 
 
Circuit 1 (ordained) 

Bontke, Jonathan – 65 
Norton, James – 47 
 
Rev. Bontke elected. 
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Circuit 2 (ordained) 

Hemmer, Jeff – 73 
Skeesick, Dale – 48 
 
Rev. Hemmer elected. 

 
Circuit 3 (lay) 
 Barringer, Larry – 45 
 Meyer, Duane – 77 
 
 Mr. Meyer elected. 
 
Circuit 4 (ordained) 
 Hemenway, Paul – 72 
 Kraemer, Fred – 48 
 
 Rev. Hemenway elected. 
 
Circuit 5 (lay) 
 Clifton, Judith – 43 
 Radden, Scott – 26 
 Miller, Marc – 50 
 
 Run off 
      Clifton – 51 
      Miller – 69 
 Mr. Miller elected. 
 
Circuit 6 (ordained) 
 Clark, Matt – 61 
 Rethwisch, Stuart – 62 
 
 Rev. Rethwisch elected. 
 
Circuit 7 (lay) 
 Girardin, Philip 
  
 Mr. Girardin was elected by voice vote. 
 
Circuit 8 (ordained) 
 Mueller, Tim – 88 
 Theilen, Joshua – 21 
 
 Rev. Mueller elected. 
 
Circuit 9 (lay) 
 Misselhorn, Gary – 69 
 Reith, Mary – 51 
 
 Mr. Misselhorn elected. 
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Circuit 10 (ordained) 
 Nebel, Mark – 92 
 Taggatz, John – 31 
 
 Rev. Nebel elected. 
 
Circuit 11 (lay) 
 Glaub, Frank – 52 
 Webb, Dick – 65 
 
 Mr. Webb elected. 
 
Commissioned Ministers at Large 

2 elected. 
 
1. Isaacs, Rhonda – 55 
2. Meador, Jill – 70 
3. Pryor, Jami – 24 
4. Spieler, Gary – 35 
5. Tschudy, Matthew – 28 
6. Zobel, Carol – 30 

 
Mrs. Meador elected. 
 
Run off, 
     Isaacs – 78 
     Spieler – 42 
 
Mrs. Isaacs elected. 

 
Run off for Circuit Counselor to serve as representative on the Board of Directors 

1. Bruce Keseman – 57 
2. Michael Walther – 59 
 
Walther was elected. 

 
Bruce Kintz, CEO of Concordia Publishing House, brought greetings to the delegates.  Mr. Kintz 
presented a gift to Rev. James Rivett, a certificate for a series of books. 
 
A resolution from the floor was presented regarding the use of the trademark “Issues, Etc.”  A 
copy of the resolution was distributed to all of the delegates. 

Seconded and no discussion followed. 
Yes = 108 No = 15 
The resolution was adopted. 

 
The floor was given to Committee 1. 
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Res. 1-03 – To Encourage Congregations to Intentionally Reach Hispanic Families through 
Lutheran Sunday and Day Schools, VBS, and other Congregational Ministries 
 The Committee moved for adoption. 
 Yes = 116  No = 3 
 Res. 1-03 was adopted. 
 
Res. 1-06 – To Rejoice in and Encourage Church Planting Efforts in Harrisburg and Eldorado, 
Illinois 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
 Yes = 119  No = 0 
 Res. 1-06 was adopted. 
 
Res. 1-07 – To Give Thanks to God for the Partnership Between the SID and LCEF and to 
Encourage Use of LCEF by Congregations and their Members 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
 Yes = 119 No =2 
 Res. 1-07 was adopted. 
 
Res. 1-08 – To Celebrate over 30 Years of Pastor Maurice Alms’ Involvement in Prison Ministry 
 The resolution was adopted by singing the doxology. 
 
Res. 1-09 – To Celebrate 9 Years of Pastor Ken Young’s Service as Part-time Mission Assistant 
 The resolution was adopted by the delegates by rising and singing the doxology. 
 
Res. 1-10 – Acceptance of Reports 
 The Committee moved for the adoption of Res. 1-10. 
 Approved by voice vote. 
 
Break until 10:40 a.m. 
 
The convention received greetings from Concordia Historical Inistitute. 
 
President Mueller gave the floor to Committee 4, Steven Theiss, chairman. 
 
Res. 4-04 – Election of Delegate Pairs to Synodical Conventions 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
 Yes = 90  No = 31 
 Res. 4-04 was adopted. 
 
Res. 4-05 – To Retain Program Boards as More than Advisory 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
 Yes = 111 No = 17 
 Res. 4-05 was adopted. 
 
Res. 4-06 – To Retain Current Congregational Representation 
 The Committee moved for adoption and no discussion followed. 
 Yes = 118 No = 9 
 Res. 4-06 was adopted. 
 
Res. 4-07 – To Exercise Appropriate Care in Considering Structure Changes 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
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 Yes = 123 No = 5 
 Res. 4-07 was adopted. 
 
Res. 4-10 – To Encourage Feedback on Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synodical Structure and 
Governance Presentation (Passed out this morning.) 
 The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
 Yes = 123 No = 6 
 Res. 4-10 was adopted. 
 
Res. 4-08 – To Receive Reports 
 The Committee moved for adoption. 
 Res. 4-08 was adopted by voice vote. 
 
Res. 4-09 – To Respectfully Decline Overture 4-03 
 The Committee moved for adoption and no discussion followed. 
 Yes = 104 No = 20 
 Res. 4-09 was adopted. 
 
President Mueller dismissed Committee 4 and gave the floor to Committee 2. 
 
Res. 2-03 – Circuit Counselor Reports 
 The Committee moved for adoption. 
 Res. 2-03 approved by voice vote. 
 
The convention was asked to consider resubmissions of resolutions passed at the last SID 
Convention to be sent to Synod in convention in 2007. No resolution numbers. 
 
These were not brought to the Synod in convention in 2007 by the Synod floor committee. 
 
Res. 2-05 – To Memorialize Synod to Unambiguously Renounce Syncretism and Unionism 
 
Res. 2-04 – To Expect the Practices of Our Congregations to be in Agreement with Our Synod’s 
Doctrine of Closed Communion 
 
Res. 2-06 – To Address the Heterodox Worship of “Evangelical Protestant Revivalism” and to 
Promote Sound Lutheran Worship Practices Among Us 
 
Point of order.  Not everyone has copies of the 3 resolutions. 
 
The Committee moved to adopt Res. 2-04 and resubmit it to the Synod.  Discussion followed. 
A question was called.  Do we end discussion? 
 Yes = 100 No = 25 
 Debate ceased. 
 
The resolution is considered. 
 Yes = 84 No = 46 
 Res. 2-04 was adopted. 
 
Res. 2-05.  The resolves were read.  
The Committee moved for adoption and discussion followed. 
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It was moved to table the resolution.  Seconded. 
 Yes = 59 No = 69 
 
No further speaking. 
Consider Res. 2-05, 
 Yes = 84 No = 41 
 Res. 2-05 was adopted. 
 
Resolution 2-06 
The Committee read the resolves of Res. 2-06 (the last resolve is new).   
The Committee moved to adopt and discussion followed. 
The question was called.  Do we cease debate? 
 Voice vote was “No.” 
 Failed. 
 
Discussion continued. 
Moved to table.  Seconded. 
 Yes = 74 No = 53 
 Res. 2-06 was tabled. 
 
President Mueller thanked the delegates for their patience and fraternal spirit. 
 
It was moved to adjourn.  Seconded.  Carried.  President Mueller declared the convention 
adjourned and the convention concluded with a final worship service. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Rev. Tony Troup 
Secretary, Southern Illinois District 
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Southern Illinois District of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Gateway Convention Center, Collinsville, IL 
 

February 20, 2009 – 8:15 a.m. 
President Herbert C. Mueller, Jr. 

 

����������������
 
 The Lord be with you!  And also with you 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 
Welcome – members and delegates, my fellow pastors, teachers, DCSs and 

deaconesses; welcome to the 55th Regular Convention of our District.  Welcome as well to 
President Gerald Kieschnick and First Vice President William Diekelman, representing our 
Synod.  A special Southern Illinois welcome to our brothers and co-workers in the Lord from 
Southern Africa – Bishop David P. Tswaedi of the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa and Mr. 
Mpolaise Masibi, lay representative from the Church Council of the LCSA. 
 
 We are meeting under the theme – “One Sure Hope.”  Christ Jesus, God in our flesh 
crucified and raised from the dead, is that “One Sure Hope,” here illustrated in our convention 
logo.  Our “One Sure Hope” is anchored for us in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, as the 
Scripture says: 

 
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied, but 
now in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep!   

 
 Jesus’ resurrection is the heart of our hope, is the certain guarantee of our resurrection 
to eternal life, our “One Sure Hope.” 

 
 I am constantly amazed how, as District President, I stand on the shoulders of others – 
many you know and others you don’t know, indeed, many of you who are praying for me and for 
the District and Synod.  Thank you! There is no way to name them all.  Yet I must invite you to 
thank God with me for several specific people.  First of all, my family, especially my dear wife, 
Faith… There are the Co-workers you have provided at the District – Mrs. Donna Wiesen, my 
administrative assistant, who is the glue that keeps it all together in the office;  our Schools and 
General Executive, Mr. Roger Sprengel – you will meet him later today – called by the District 
Board of Directors in April, he is doing a great job and is a great blessing. Roger took over in 
August from Mr. Daniel Roth, who served in that position for 23 years.  We had a retirement 
celebration for Dan in June of 2008, but he is now working part time for the district as LCEF 
Promotion Director, together with Dennis Klussman, who serves as LCEF Area Vice President 
for both Missouri and Southern Illinois – you will also meet him later, also Mrs. Ruth Bush, our 
Bookkeeper, and Mrs. Ruby Gaiser, our secretary/receptionist.  Of course, we also have Mrs. 
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Lois Engfehr, for nearly 25 years editor of the district edition of the Lutheran Witness.  All of 
these do fantastic work!   
 
 We thank God for our Vice Presidents, George Gude and Timothy Scharr, and all the 
Circuit Counselors.  God be praised for all of these co-workers! 
 
 We are facing difficult financial times in our country, but as we indicated in our report in 
the convention workbook (beginning on page 59), we will go forward, not in fear, but in hope, 
hope sure and certain in Christ, for Christ is always faithful to His promises. 
 
 We began this triennium with a mandate from three separate convention resolutions to 
visit all our parishes regarding missions, Holy Communion and worship practices.  Consulting 
with the Circuit Counselors and Vice Presidents in the weeks following the last convention, we 
decided to take a measured approach.  Together we developed two study documents and an 
outline for the visitation, all printed as part of the President’s Report.  These introduce pastors 
and lay leaders to the concerns behind these resolutions, and give opportunity to study the 
issues in preparation for the visitation. One of the most important decisions we made together 
was to conduct the visits in three phases. 
 
 Phase # 1 – was to visit every active pastor in the district simply to provide 
encouragement in the Word of God and prayer.  This was to be done in 2006-2007. 
 Phase #2 – is to visit pastors and lay leaders together to discuss the mission of the 
church, as well as communion and worship practices.  We had hoped to finish this portion by 
the middle of 2008. 
 Phase #3 – is to come back to visit congregational voters assemblies regarding all three 
issues.  We had hoped to have this done by the end of 2009. 
 
 How have we done?  To be honest, we have not accomplished as much as we desired.  
I have allowed other things to pull us away from the task.  Perhaps our plan is too ambitious.  I 
was not realistic about the difficulties of scheduling we would encounter.    I believe, however, I 
am able to give you a preliminary report.   
 
 Phase One is 90% complete, though this will always be on-going as new pastors come 
into the district.  As of our most recent count, a total of 90 visits to encourage pastors have been 
made – 42 by the District President, 41 by the local circuit counselor and 7 by a vice president.  
That means at least 11 more pastors still need to be visited. 
 
 Phase 2 involves Visits of Pastors with the Board of Elders and/or Church Council.  Here 
40 visits have been made – 19 by the District President, 14 by the local circuit counselor and 7 
by a vice president.  So we have 56 congregations to go. 
 
 Phase 3, of course, has not yet started. 
 
 Much effort has been expended, though much more is really needed.  Please forgive me 
for not carrying this through as diligently as we ought to have.  If there is fault to be found, it is 
mine alone.   Thank you to the circuit counselors and vice presidents who have worked 
tirelessly with me to accomplish as much on this visitation as we have.  I pledge this will be our 
priority in the next 18 months, and will be at the top of our list when we meet with the new circuit 
counselors in a few weeks. 
 
 What have we found in the 130 visits that have been made? 
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1) Our pastors are seeking to be faithful and are working hard at the tasks Christ has 

given them. 
 
2) Yet our pastors are also in need of encouragement from the Word of God. 
 
3) There are congregations whose practice of the Lord’s Supper may appear to be less 

stringent than others (our study document gives us a tool to talk about, and come to 
greater agreement on what faithful practice looks like)… 

 
4) However, I am not aware of any of our congregations that are practicing completely 

“open communion.”  Charitably speaking, I believe all are working at being faithful. 
 
5) In the area of worship practices, most of our parishes have moved to Lutheran Service 

Book – at least 75-80% by my estimation.  Before LSB we were divided equally 
between Lutheran Worship and TLH. 

 
6) Several of our congregations do have some form of what is called “contemporary 

worship,” but to my knowledge, all are seeking to follow at least portions of the ordo of 
the liturgy of the church.  More work and study together needs to be done to come to 
greater agreement. 

 
7) Once more, the study document on worship, I believe, has been quite helpful. 

 
We will continue to teach and to encourage faithfulness in both areas. We have 

examined these two study documents not only in the congregations, but also in the pastoral 
conferences, a process that I pray has contributed to greater harmony among us.  To be sure, 
we still do have a long way to go (and that’s why our visitation must continue) , but I hope 
you agree that by God’s grace some progress has been made in our district. 

 
There are also several other items beyond my printed report worthy of some note, I 

believe.  We were privileged to travel to South Africa twice during the triennium, in May 2007 
with Mark Willig and Tim Scharr, and again in May 2008 with Tim Scharr.  The purpose of these 
trips, both of which were funded privately, was to build and strengthen our partnership with the 
LCSA.  Here are a few pictures to give you a brief flavor.  Later this morning, you will hear from 
Bishop Tswaedi, as well.  [Several pictures from Southern Africa were presented on the screen.] 

 
One of the greatest joys of my work is to help congregations call faithful pastors.  Here 

you see the most recent pastor the Lord has brought to us – in this case, brought back to us – 
Pastor Mitchel Schuessler, who was installed at St. Paul Troy this past Sunday.  There he is in 
the middle.  [Picture of Pastor Schuessler’s installation.]  Would all those pastors new to SID 
since February 2006 please stand to be recognized?  We thank God for each of you. 

 
Significant amounts of my time are devoted to helping congregations in conflict.  This is 

tiring, yes, but, by God’s grace, often very fruitful work.  As we work together in the Word of 
God, Christ Himself brings His peace and a greater sense of harmony and purpose.  It just often 
takes time. 

 
Prison ministry is another area in which we have experienced transitions, not only with 

new pastors called, but also with the retirement of Pastor Maurice Alms as district prison 
ministry coordinator.  You will hear more about prison ministry this afternoon.   Suffice it to say 
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now that God is giving new joy working with our Prison Ministry Coordinating Committee – 
Pastors Jim Rivett, Jeff Nehrt and Jon Smithley. 

 
Despite the joys, the triennium was not without great sadness.  In 2005, Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Herrin had entered into a “state of confession” over against the Synod and District.  In 
meetings together with their leaders and pastors, I acknowledged they were pointing out real 
areas of disagreement within the Synod, but I encouraged them to stay and be part of the 
solution.  However, they felt they could not in good conscience do so, and thus resigned from 
membership in the Synod on August 19, 2007.  We wish them every blessing, and continue to 
pray for greater harmony in our confession of Christ.  The door is always open. 

 
So…  How many congregations do we now have in Southern Illinois?   
 
There are now 96 congregations…   PLUS!  One independent Lutheran congregation we 

now serve – Faith Lutheran Church in Litchfield is not a member of Synod, but is in fellowship 
with us, and is being served with my permission by Pastor Les Mitkos under guidelines adopted 
by the Council of Presidents.  AND…  We have two “preaching stations” – if you will.  The first is 
our Saline County Church Plant – an effort of Our Redeemer, Golconda, in cooperation with the 
District, to plant an LCMS congregation in Harrisburg/El Dorado, Illinois.  This is the area which 
has the largest concentration of people in SID where we have no congregation.  Here pictured 
are Pastor Jim Rivett, Vicar Terry O’Brien and two lay leaders of the parish involved in the 
church plant.  [Picture was shown.] They began regular worship the middle of November and 
have already started an adult instruction class that is set to be completed in time for Easter, God 
willing.  You will hear more later from them. 

 
Secondly, Pastor Randy Wilken, working through the Acts 1:8 Mission Society, is 

gathering a group that may develop into another congregation gathered around Word and 
Sacrament at the east end of East St. Louis. 

 
How is this happening?  In early 2008, for good and godly reasons, we helped Pastor 

Wilken transition from Unity Lutheran Church, East St. Louis, to serving full time as the 
executive director of the Acts 1:8 Mission Society.  This group, now in the process of becoming 
an RSO of the Synod, has been formed to support missions in the inner city.  They work both in 
St. Louis and in East St. Louis to bring the life and love of Christ to people. 

 
This transition opened the door for DELTO Vicar Dr. Willie Stallworth to begin serving at 

Unity, East St. Louis in early 2008.  We hope that he can be ordained in 2009, God willing.  By 
bringing Dr. Stallworth into Unity God has given a number of blessings!  Unity congregation no 
longer needs ongoing district subsidy – though the district does help with grants for specific 
mission efforts.  Vicar Stallworth is serving as a “worker-priest.”  The congregation has come 
together with him and is beginning to grow.  And, God be praised, the congregation and mission 
school are working more closely than ever before. 

 
Speaking of our mission school, Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School now enrolls 

85 students in preschool through grade 5.  That’s good, but we have outgrown the space 
available at the church.    There are many questions – do we purchase?  Do we build?  The 
District Board of Directors is working hard with the Unity School Board and Unity Church to find 
answers.  Approximately $600,000.00 has been raised for the Unity School building fund.   

 
We have also formed a Unity Working Group with representatives from all the entities 

involved to find solutions.  Here’s a picture of the group [presented on screen].  At this moment, 
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we are examining the possibilities of purchasing or leasing Hawthorne School, about a block 
from our present location, to provide space for the future. 

 
What will the future bring for the SID?  Here are more things for which to pray. 

�  Continuing the visitation 
�  Expanding our prison ministry 
�  Developing the “Freed in Christ” program for ex-offenders. 
�  Developing our mission efforts in East St. Louis. 
�  We will need to work hard in SID under the blessing of God to improve our 

financial condition – more on that from our treasurer later today. 
�  President Ray Mirly of the Missouri District and I meet regularly to coordinate our 

efforts across district boundaries.   We share church workers.  We share the 
same LCEF Area Vice President, Dennis Klussman.  We have a Missouri 
Congregation starting satellite operations in Southern Illinois.  We have the Acts 
1:8 Mission Society doing some work in Missouri. 

 
The most important work for the future, however, will be to focus our parishes ever more 

keenly on the LIFE OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST.   How does the Word of God give LIFE to our 
people and move us to bring others to receive the same life in Christ?  Synod has set the goal 
of revitalizing 2000 parishes for mission outreach.  I pray that we are developing a Gospel and 
Word of God centered approach for this effort in SID.  I encourage you to read the document 
printed on pages 109-132 of our convention workbook, “One Sure Hope- Growing Together in 
Christ.” 

 
Our basic assumptions are the following: 

�  The local congregation gathered around Word and Sacrament is the basic unit of 
mission 

�  Every congregation matters because every congregation has Christ in its midst 
�  The purpose of the District and Synod are to support congregations in their 

mission 
�  Our only power is the Word of God – so we need to be in the Word constantly. 
�  Confession and outreach are inseparable 
�  The Word of God always calls to repentance and faith – so everything we do for 

Christ is a fruit of that faith. 
 
My encouragement to you…   is that we… 

�  Pray for this effort. 
�  Study the Word of God together on it. 
�  And then I would encourage the convention to consider positively Resolution 2-

01 to implement this voluntary process among us. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Let me focus on this Word of the Lord, a portion of the Scripture pastors and I read 

together as part of the visitation – Ephesians 1:3-10.  
 
3Blessed  be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed  us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing  in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him  
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In 
love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 
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the Beloved.  7In him we have redemption  through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished  upon us, in all 
wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will , according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things  in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  
 
Look at all we have in Christ:  Every spiritual blessing;  We are chosen – in Christ;  

Redeemed by His blood;  Lavished with His grace.  To us He has revealed the mystery of His 
Will in Christ – His plan for the fullness of time. This is God’s goal in everything – to unite all 
things in Christ, based on one of my favorite Greek words. 

Anakefalaiw`sasqai 
Literally, to put the head on again.  That’s what God is up to in your parish…  through 

your work to bring the Good News of Jesus.  By His Spirit in His Word, Jesus is reuniting people 
with Himself as the Head, as the source of life and direction.  That is also God’s aim with YOU – 
He will do everything possible to bring you to eternal life. And send you with that life to others. 

 
Are WE up to the task?  NO!  But Jesus IS! 
 
He is our ONE SURE HOPE!  His Word promises: 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you…  

 
Thank you and God bless you for Jesus’ sake. 

Rev. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr. 
District President 

February 20, 2009 
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Schools and General Executive Report 
Southern Illinois District Convention 

 
It’s a pleasure for me to share with the Convention the report of the Schools and General 
Executive for the past three years.  It is important for us to recognize that Mr. Dan Roth has 
been the person responsible for 2 ½ years of the past triennium as part of his 23 year tenure in 
this position. I appreciate Dan’s dedication and commitment to this position and to the Southern 
Illinois District and his continued presence to the S.I.D. as promotions director for Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund. 
 
As part of my report, I would like to give you a quick “State of Our Schools” report that will 
supplement the printed report on pages 203-205 of your Convention Workbook.  Enrollment 
statistics for the past three years show a slight decrease overall from 2005 to 2009.  However, if 
you consider the current Enrollment statistics compared to the reported enrollment in 2006, we 
have experienced a 14% decline!  This also points out the need for accurate and timely reports.  
The number of eligible children in our district congregations has remained fairly stable for the 
past three years – certainly an encouraging statistic!  The percentage of eligible member 
children attending our District schools has averaged between 65-70% of the available children 
in our congregations, according to available statistics.  Lutheran schools continue to be one of 
the most effective Outreach tools in the LCMS.  Our forty schools in the SID have averaged 120 
child/adult baptisms or adult confirmations per year during the past triennium.  Praise and 
thanks be to God through the work of the Holy Spirit! 
 
Challenges that our SID schools are and will be facing in the coming years include funding, 
enrollment, leadership, and synodically trained workers.  You will note that in my written report 
in the Convention workbook we have had eleven new administrators in our schools during the 
past three years.  We currently have eight administrative vacancies!  During the past eight years 
the number of young people pursuing church work vocations in our Concordia University system 
has decreased by 1/3.  Many of our schools are struggling to maintain enrollment and are 
increasing marketing efforts and implementing funding models that require additional donor 
support through annual funds, alumni contacts, and matching fund appeals. 
 
I would like to single out two of our SID schools concerning special recognition.  Unity Lutheran 
Christian School in East St. Louis, our SID Mission school, continues to grow!  We now have 83 
students in grades P-5.  The “Time to Build” building program continues to seek funding for a 
permanent school home.  The Working Group, made up of leadership from the SID, school 
board, Unity Church, and the BOD hopes to have this resolved in time for the 09-10 school year 
and the addition of the 6th grade.  It would be great to see enrollment reach 100 this fall!  Unity 
continues to need prayers and your financial support.  2/3 of Unity's $500,000 operational 
budget is dependent upon gifts, grants, donations, and other means of financial support 
throughout the District.  $150,000 is still needed this year!  Every family pays some tuition, and 
every family receives some level of financial support. 
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran School in Collinsville has just been named an Exemplary School by 
the National Lutheran School Accreditation Commission.  Mr. Robert Mayhew, principal, will be 
receiving the certificate in a couple of weeks at the Lutheran Education Association's 
Administrators Conference in Atlanta.  I would like to share a couple of quotes from the 
Validation Team Report:   
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“Good Shepherd has the foundation of a culture in the school that encourages and demands 
exemplary performance.  Exemplary leadership has existed at Good Shepherd since it began 
that has provided a strong vision and developed the faculty to achieve at the highest level.” 
“We must also commend the pastors for their commitment to the school by going out on Sunday 
afternoons and visiting the homes of any visitors in church that morning.  Since 56% of Good 
Shepherd's enrollment is non-members, they will visit all non-member students' homes when 
their families visit G.S., such as the choirs singing in church.  They also visit the homes of any 
members who have not been in church for four weeks.” 
Good Shepherd was one of three Lutheran Schools, out of 100 accredited this past year, to 
receive exemplary status.  I have seen all three of the reports and the following qualities exist in 
all three schools:  shared vision, mission driven, relational ministry, dedicated leadership, 
actions support the mission, committed to professional development (self-improvement).  It was 
especially apparent that the church and school were one mission – together in ministry!    
 
Business Manager  
Another aspect of my job description is Business Manager.  I would like to give a re-cap of our 
2008 fiscal year and an overview of our 2009 Budget.  (Please refer to pages 211-218 of your 
Convention Workbook for complete and specific details of the Budget and comparisons to 
former years.)   You will also note a copy of a mailing sent to congregational chairmen, 
treasurers, and pastors earlier this week. 
 
We finished the 08 fiscal year $20,396 short of our anticipated Congregational commitments of 
$995,000.  While 70% of our congregations met or exceeded their pledges, the overall outcome 
was a deficit.  This was the largest percentage deficit in district congregational commitments 
since 1992.  In order to pay the remaining 2008 bills and have adequate cash flow to begin the 
2009 fiscal year, the Board of Directors moved not to submit the final two months commitment 
to Synod – an amount of $50,580.   
 
While 80% of our congregations have maintained or increased their commitments for 2009, 
overall pledged commitments are down 4%, or $25,000.  The Board of Directors adopted a 
$1,107,238 budget on Jan. 31, 2009 as compared to a $1,169,657 budget in 2008.  This is a 
decrease of 5.3%.  Contributions for Synod were set at 28% of the pledged income for a total of 
$266,000.  This is a decrease of 2.5 percentage points from 30.5% in 2008.  All salaries paid 
from the District Budget have been set at 96.5% of the 2009 SID Salary Guidelines.  
The following slide is a recap of the Annual Report of the Lutheran Church Extension Fund, 
presented in November by President Merle Freitag.  The recession has definitely deepened 
since then, but his report references the historical significance of difficult financial times and how 
Christians respond.  His conclusion, based on factual evidence from the last major recession in 
1982-83 (a recession that lasted 16 months) was that Bible study increased and per 
communicant giving increased.  Christians respond differently than non-Christians in times of 
economic crisis.  This is an indication of our faithfulness.  We pray that this would also be true 
during the coming year as we continue to experience similar economic trends! 
 
Youth Advisory  
The S.I.D. has about 325 active teachers, DCE’s, and Deaconesses as well as 100 Ordained 
workers, mostly parish pastors.  Part of my responsibility as Schools and General executive is to 
serve as a member of the Youth Advisory Committee.  It has been a joy to welcome three “new” 
DCE's to the SID during the past six months.  Two of these are new positions to their 
congregations as well:  St. Paul, Columbia and Good Shepherd, Collinsville.  It was a pleasure 
for me to welcome our DCE's and Deaconesses to the District office in January and I look 
forward to networking and communication opportunities in the months ahead.  We celebrate the 
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recognition of Mrs. Jill Hasstedt, Director of Family Ministries at Zion, Belleville, as the Lutheran 
Education Association “Master DCE of the Year”.  Jill will receive her award in Dallas in April! 
 
Ablaze!  
Many of you have heard of the Ablaze efforts in the LCMS.  Whether you agree with the 
objectives of the program, I would hope that each of us support the Great Commission that 
Christ gave to the Church in sharing our faith and witnessing to the ends of the earth!  Go to the 
LCMS website (you'll find a link on the District web page), click on Ablaze, and register your 
church and school as an Ablaze organization.  This effort is part of our church's plan in 
revitalizing existing LCMS congregations and planting new mission congregations.   
 The Goal:  Reach 100 million individuals with the Gospel by 2017 (500 anniversary of 
the Reformation).  Additional points of focus are: 

�  2,000 Mission starts in the U.S. 
�  Revitalize 2,000 LCMS congregations. 
�  3,000 Mission starts in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and Europe. 

 
 
Conclusion  
If you would like a copy of my oral report or of the Power Point presentation, please send me an 
e-mail.  Thank you! 
   

 
Roger Sprengel 

Schools and General Executive 
Southern Illinois District 

February 20, 2009 
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RESOLUTION: 1-01 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 1-01, pp. 301-302 
 
SUBJECT: TO CONTINUE OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP WITH T HE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA THROUGH LCMS WORLD MISSIO N 
 
WHEREAS, The Southern Illinois District welcomes Bishop David Tswaedi and Mr. Mpolaise 

Masibi, lay delegate from the Northwest Diocese of the Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa to our district convention and to visit congregations, schools, and 
missions of The Southern Illinois District over the next three weeks, AND 

 
WHEREAS, the Lord Jesus commands His redeemed people to go into all the world and 

preach the Gospel to all creation (Mark 16:15); AND 

WHEREAS: the Board for Mission Services of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
provides the opportunity for districts of the Synod to enter into and maintain 
mission partnerships with various mission fields of the Synod; AND 

WHEREAS: both the people of the Southern Illinois District and the people of the Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa have been blessed by this mission partnership and 
new friendships have arisen between us; AND 

WHEREAS: members of the Mission Partnership Task Force and others from the Southern 
Illinois District have visited the churches and seminary of the Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa, and their leaders (Bishop David Tswaedi and Dr. Wilhelm 
Weber, Seminary Rector) have visited our churches and district; AND 

WHEREAS: the relationship between the Southern Illinois District and the Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa has by God’s grace been strengthened by further contacts, for 
instance, Mr. Jacob Mueller of St. John’s, New Minden, spent six months in 2008 
at Lutheran Theological Seminary Tshwane (Pretoria) and Lee and Pat Hoffmeier 
of Good Shepherd, Collinsville, spent six months in 2007-2008, and presently are 
serving three months in 2009, as volunteer missionaries doing maintenance work 
at the seminary and serving as good will ambassadors; AND 

WHEREAS: the people and congregations of the Southern Illinois District continue to keep the 
members and pastors of the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa in prayer, as 
they also do for us; AND 

WHEREAS: the congregations of the Southern Illinois District have contributed nearly 
$200,000.00 over and above regular mission offerings through the nine years of 
our partnership in support of the various projects of the partnership; AND 

WHEREAS: the need for our help continues to be great, particularly for the projects we have 
agreed upon with our partners in Southern Africa – seminary scholarships, lay 
leadership training, church planting, gathering and sending books for pastors, 
and HIV/AIDS workshops; THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District in convention give thanks to God for our mission 
partnership with the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa; AND BE IT FURTHER 
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RESOLVED, that this 55th Regular Convention of the Southern Illinois District renew our 
partnership with the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, direct the Southern 
Africa Mission Partnership Task Force to continue its work of implementing and 
strengthening the partnership and also maintain our goal of $40,000.00 per year; 
AND BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the congregations of the Southern Illinois District continue to commit 
themselves to public and personal prayer for this mission, advertise this mission 
partnership in bulletins, newsletters, and invite members of the Southern African 
Mission Partnership Task Force to speak at congregational mission festivals, and 
other events; AND BE IT FINALLY 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Missions of the Southern Illinois District and the SID Southern 
Africa Mission Partnership Task Force be commended for their work under God’s 
grace to strengthen this partnership in the past triennium, and be encouraged to 
continue to share the message of what God is doing through this partnership with 
Southern Illinois District congregations through various communications media.   

Adopted by the Convention during the Friday morning  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 1-02 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 1-02, p. 303 
 
SUBJECT:  TO SUPPORT UNITY LUTHERAN CHRISTIAN ELEME NTARY SCHOOL 

THROUGH FINANCES, PRAYERS, AND MISSION WORK 
 
WHEREAS,  the Lord of the Church told His disciples, “Go into all the world and preach the 

good news to all creation” and “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them” (Mark 16:15; 10:14); AND 

 
WHEREAS, Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School in East Saint Louis – the Southern 

Illinois District mission school – has 88 students enrolled in classes K-5 for the 
2008-2009 school year, and under the blessing of God, will continue its 
expansion by one grade each year through grade eight; AND 

 
WHEREAS, the congregation adopted, “A Vision for Mission and Ministry in East St. Louis,” 

and it is the intention and goal, under the blessing of God, that the mission 
school will help Unity Lutheran Church grow as it reaches out with the Gospel, 
both to the parents and children involved in the Unity Lutheran Christian 
Elementary School and parents and children in the surrounding area; AND 

 
WHEREAS, many of the families sending their children to the mission school have limited 

finances and need tuition assistance; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that individuals, congregations, the Board of Missions, and the Southern Illinois 

District continue to support Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School 
financially and through public and personal prayer; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that the members of our district congregations be encouraged to visit Unity and 

personally see this ministry being accomplished here in the Southern Illinois 
District; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that our district congregations be encouraged to allow the leadership of Unity and 

the Southern Illinois District to utilize congregational mailing lists for sharing 
information, Annual Fund contributions, and invitations to future events or 
gatherings for the purpose of supporting this ministry; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Missions, Unity’s Board of Directors, and Unity Working Group 

(i.e., building group) continue their plans for finding the right location and right 
building plan for church and school to work together in this new century with the 
task of reaching children and their parents in East Saint Louis, AND BE IT 
FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, that individuals and congregations of the Southern Illinois District pray for the 

Board of Missions, Unity’s Board of Directors and Unity Working Group as they 
continue to seek God’s guidance for the further development of the school. 

  
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday afterno on session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 1-03 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 1-03, p. 304 
 
SUBJECT:  TO ENCOURAGE CONGREGATIONS TO INTENTIONAL LY REACH 

HISPANIC FAMILIES THROUGH LUTHERAN SUNDAY AND DAY S CHOOLS, 
VBS, AND OTHER CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES. 

 
WHEREAS, the Hispanic population is the fastest growing ethnic group in the United States; 

AND  
 
WHEREAS, Hispanic families have moved into the communities of the Southern Illinois 

District; AND 
 
WHEREAS, the Lord has blessed many of our congregations with Lutheran Sunday and Day 

Schools as well as other educational agencies; AND 
 
WHEREAS, these agencies offer opportunities, under God’s blessing, to reach this growing 

segment of our population; AND 
 
WHEREAS, this renewed Gospel concern from our congregations, schools and other 

educational agencies will be noticed and help open doors to the gospel and let us 
reach the present and future generation of immigrants; THEREFORE BE IT  

 
RESOLVED, the convention of the Southern Illinois District direct the Board of Missions to 

continue to seek advice from the Center for Hispanic Studies at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, to assist us in reaching Hispanic families with the Gospel; 
AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, the convention of the Southern Illinois District encourage our laity, pastors, 

principals and teachers to bring Hispanic families into our ministries, particularly 
our educational agencies. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



One Sure Hope 

39 
CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS 

RESOLUTION: 1-04 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 1-04, pp. 305-306 
 
SUBJECT: TO ENCOURAGE CONTINUED PRISON MINISTRY SUP PORT 
 
WHEREAS, the Bible states that Jesus said, “I was in prison and you visited Me.” (Matthew 

25: 36). Jesus also said, “As you did it to the least of these, you did it to Me.” 
(Matthew 25: 40).   The Southern Illinois District has sought to be faithful to our 
Lord’s mandate to visit those in prison by its support of Prison Ministry for the 
past one hundred years; AND 

 
WHEREAS, the Southern Illinois District regularly reaches out to 26 prison/jail settings on a 

weekly basis by way of 28 ministry servants providing weekly visitation, Bible 
Study and, or worship leadership; AND 

 
WHEREAS, there continues to be a dramatic increase in the number of prisons and jails over 

the last years, and the Southern Illinois District has many of these prisons, city 
and county jails in its region, in addition to some prison work camps, a boot 
camp, and Job Corp Training Center; AND 

 
WHEREAS, the past conventions of the Southern Illinois District acknowledged the need to 

support prison ministry in the Southern Illinois District and provide special training 
and materials for clergy and lay people desiring to visit the incarcerated; AND 

 
WHEREAS, individual members of the Southern Illinois District congregations may require 

information and care as families of inmates and/or victims of crime; AND 
 
WHEREAS, the Southern Illinois District will be introducing the Freed in Christ Program, for 

nonviolent ex-offenders, so that they hear the Good News of Christ and will 
provide information that may help them from returning to prison.  THEREFORE 
BE IT 

 
RESOLVED, that the Mission Board be directed to allocate ever increasing support of Prison 

and Jail Ministry within the Southern Illinois District in view of ever increasing 
demands; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that clergy and lay persons who have an interest in prison and jail ministry be 

encouraged to take advantage of training offered through the district; AND BE IT 
FURTHER  

 
RESOLVED, that congregations be encouraged to continue to support prison and jail ministry 

by support of the Southern Illinois District Prison and Jail Ministry Fund; AND BE 
IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District continue to recruit and support both lay persons 

and clergy volunteers who have an interest in prison and jail ministry; AND BE IT 
FURTHER 
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RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District expand its Prison and Jail Ministries outreach by 

way of information and care with both families and inmates and with victims of 
crime; AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District congregations be strongly encouraged to have 

regular prayer in behalf of prison ministry realizing that only God the Holy Spirit 
effects change in the hearts and lives of people. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday afterno on session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 1-05 
 
REFERENCE:  Report of the Deaconess in Prison Ministry, p. 147 
 
SUBJECT: TO ENCOURAGE SUPPORT FOR THE SID “FREED IN  CHRIST” INITIATIVE 
 
WHEREAS, Deaconess Sandy Bowers has, with the assistance of other District Prison and 

Jail Ministry workers developed the “Freed in Christ” initiative to connect non-
violent ex-offenders with local LCMS congregations for re-entry into society; AND 

 
WHEREAS,  this “Freed in Christ” initiative will need both congregations and volunteers to 

receive ex-offenders, as well as financial resources and prayer support for 
administration and expansion of the initiative.  THEREFORE BE IT 

 
RESOLVED, that individuals, congregations and church workers lift up this initiative in prayer 

and consider involvement in the initiative in receiving and ministering to ex-
offenders; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED,   that financial support for the initiative be sought from individuals, congregations, 

Lutheran social service agencies and the Southern Illinois District Mission Board; 
AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED,   that Deaconess Sandy Bowers and the Southern Illinois District Prison Ministry 

Committee be commended for the development of this salutary initiative. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday afterno on session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 1-06 
 
REFERENCE:  Prison Ministry and Church Plant Report, p. 142 
 
SUBJECT: TO REJOICE IN AND ENCOURAGE CHURCH PLANTIN G EFFORTS IN 

HARRISBURG AND ELDORADO, ILLINOIS 
 
WHEREAS, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Golconda, voted in 2008 to begin a church 

planting effort in Saline County, southeastern Illinois, an area without an LCMS 
presence for many years; AND 

 
WHEREAS,  Our Redeemer, Golconda, received a vicar in August 2008, Terry O’Brien, who 

moved to Harrisburg to begin full time canvassing and development work, with 
support from the Southern Illinois District Mission Board; AND 

 
WHEREAS, weekly bible classes began in Harrisburg on September 18, 2008, and worship 

services began on November 16, 2008, with an attendance of 11 people; 
THEREFORE BE IT 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District give thanks and praise to God for this work well 

begun; AND BE IT FURTHER 
 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District congregations and church members be  

requested to lift up this church planting effort in their weekly prayers; AND BE IT 
FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District congregations and church members consider 

financial support through Our Redeemer, Golconda, for this church planting 
effort. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 1-07 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 1-05, p. 307 
 
SUBJECT: TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT AND LCEF AND TO ENCOURAG E USE OF 
LCEF BY CONGREGATIONS AND THEIR MEMBERS 

 
WHEREAS: the mission of Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is to support the Church 

in fulfilling its mission of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ by being a Christ-
centered servant partner of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS); AND 

 
WHEREAS: The Southern Illinois District has been a partner with LCEF since November 15, 

1981; AND 
 
WHEREAS: LCEF has increased its commitment to serving The Southern Illinois District 

during the past triennium through the hiring of a part-time LCEF Area Vice-
President and District Promotion Director, THEREFORE BE IT 

 
RESOLVED: that the Southern Illinois District, in convention, give thanks to God for the long-

standing partnership between the Southern Illinois District and LCEF; AND BE IT 
FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED: that congregations of The Southern Illinois District be encouraged to make use of 

the loans and services offered through LCEF in order to support the ministry of 
the congregation; AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED: that congregations of The Southern Illinois District and their members be 

encouraged to invest funds with LCEF in order to provide resources for LCEF to 
accomplish its mission. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 1-08 
 
REFERENCE:  Overtures 1-06 and 1-07, pp. 308-309 
 
SUBJECT: TO CELEBRATE OVER 30 YEARS OF PASTOR MAURI CE ALMS’ 

INVOLVEMENT IN PRISON MINISTRY 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Maurice Alms was introduced to Prison Ministry during his field work at 

Concordia Seminary and continued this work during his vicarage; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Alms was called in 1978 to serve a shared ministry at Our Redeemer in 

Golconda and Shawnee Prison; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Alms was called in 1987 to serve a shared ministry at Holy Cross in 

Livingston and Graham Prison; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Alms was also called in 1987 to serve as Coordinator of Prison Ministry 

for the Southern Illinois District; AND 
 
WHEREAS, during his time of service as Coordinator of Prison Ministry for the Southern 

Illinois District and by the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s Holy Word and 
Sacrament, Pastor Alms assisted in the establishment of over 20 prison and jail 
ministries; AND 

 
WHEREAS, Pastor Alms helped plan and coordinate “Catch the Vision”, the LCMS’s first 

Prison and Jail Ministry Conference in 2005, and also served as a presenter for 
the conference; AND 

 
WHEREAS, Pastor Alms provided direction and advice in 2008 for the restructuring of the 

Southern Illinois District Prison Ministry as it will continue following his retirement;  
THEREFORE BE IT 

 
RESOLVED, that the congregations of the Southern Illinois District be encouraged to continue 

to support the mission of Prison Ministry with devoted prayer, encouragement of 
clergy and lay volunteers, and with monetary support by way of the Southern 
Illinois District mission offerings and of the Southern Illinois District Prison and 
Jail Ministry Fund; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District congregations and schools intentionally seek to 

minister to the families of the incarcerated, to prison staff workers, and to victims 
of crime within their congregation and within the community;  AND BE IT 
FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod rise and 

sing the doxology, “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”, as we give 
thanks for over 30 years of dedication and service to Prison Ministry by Pastor 
Maurice Alms. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
 
 



One Sure Hope 

45 
CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS 

RESOLUTION: 1-09 
 
SUBJECT: TO CELEBRATE 9 YEARS OF PASTOR KEN YOUNG’S  SERVICE AS PART-

TIME MISSION ASSISTANT 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Ken Young served for 11 years as a Pastor in Urban Ministry; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Young then served for 27 years as District Mission Executive in the 

Northern Illinois District; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Young has served for 9 years as Part-Time Mission Assistant in the 

Southern Illinois District; AND 
 
WHEREAS, the Southern Illinois District Mission Board has benefitted greatly from his 

expertise; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Young has visited and encouraged pastors and congregations involved in 

the mission efforts of the Southern Illinois District; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Young has been instrumental in encouraging the Southern Illinois District 

to be involved in Hispanic Ministry; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Young has been an effective encourager of various mission workers, and 

of the Southern Illinois District Mission Board; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Pastor Young has helped establish cooperative contacts with the Missouri District 

of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District continue in the work that has been undertaken in 

these past 9 years; AND BE IT FINALLY 
 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod rise and 

sing the doxology, “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow,” as we give 
thanks for Pastor Young’s dedication and faithfulness to the Lord and for his 9 
years of service in the Southern Illinois District. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 1-10 
 
SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS 
 
WHEREAS, Floor Committee #1 has examined the Mission Board Report and other reports 

assigned to it and found everything to be in order; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that these reports be received with thanks. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 2-01 
 
REFERENCE:  President’s Report, pp. 109-132 
 
SUBJECT: CONGREGATIONAL REVITALIZATION PROCESS 
 
WHEREAS, Our Lord’s mission is to extend the Kingdom of Jesus, “the Christ, the Son of the 

living God” (Mt. 16:16) through the proclaiming of “repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins” (Lk. 24:47);  AND 

 
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod has set a goal of “revitalizing” 2000 

parishes by 2017; AND 
 
WHEREAS, All Christians are called to live the Baptismal life of repentance and forgiveness 

of sins; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Many temptations exist to seek solutions apart from the Word of God, “which will 

stand forever” (Is. 40:8); AND 
 
WHEREAS, This remains an ongoing challenge within the Southern Illinois District; 

THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, That the Southern Illinois District implement the Revitalization Process as 

outlined in the President’s Report (Convention Workbook, pp. 109-132); AND BE 
IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, That the District Board for Spiritual Care & Supervision be directed to develop 

and assemble the resources necessary to implement this Revitalization Process; 
AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, That the Congregations of the Southern Illinois District are hereby encouraged to 

prayerfully consider this voluntary Revitalization Process. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday morning  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 2-02 
 
REFERENCE:  Overtures 2-01 & 2-02, pp.  310-313 
 
SUBJECT: SPECIFIC MINISTRY PASTORS 
 
WHEREAS, in certain situations today, the Synod approves of preaching and administration 

of the sacraments by men who have not been publicly called to and placed in the 
office of the ministry (this position is expressed, e.g., in 1989 Resolution 3-05B, 
…”when no pastor is available, and in the absence of any specific Scriptural 
directives to the contrary, congregations may arrange for the performance of 
these distinctive functions [preaching and administering the sacraments] by 
qualified individuals”); AND 

 
WHEREAS,  the Augsburg Confession’s fourteenth article reads, “Concerning church 

government it is taught that no one should publicly teach, preach, or administer 
the sacraments without a proper [public] call” (KW p. 46);  AND 

 
WHEREAS,  the systematic theology faculties of both seminaries, acting jointly, have 

published a detailed statement on “The Office of the Holy Ministry” (Concordia 
Journal 33.3 [July 2007]: 242-255) which states in part, 

“The Confessions never use the truth that the whole church possesses the 
power of the Keys to make the office of the holy ministry unnecessary or 
merely useful.  On the contrary, this truth serves as the basis for the 
church’s right to call, choose, and ordain ministers…The point is that The 
Treatise [on the Power and Primacy of the Pope] does not imagine 
churches without ordained ministers of some kind, even in emergency 
situations or when no one else will call and ordain men for the office.  As 
confessors of the same doctrine, neither should we… 
“First, it shows that ‘call and ordination’ are essential for conduct of the 
ministry.  Ministers do things in the place of Christ… What is the sign of 
authority for ministers today?  It is their call and ordination, which assure 
that they act by divine right and on the authority of Christ.  This truth 
makes such ideas as “lay ministers” invitations for difficulties and troubles 
to ministers whose authority is doubtful and to laypersons whose 
assurance of God’s grace may be questioned.” (pp. 253-254, 255); 

 AND 
   

WHEREAS, the Board of Pastoral Education and the two seminaries are now implementing 
the Specific Ministry Pastor Program mandated by the 2007 Synodical 
Convention; AND 

 
WHEREAS, the Board for Pastoral Education and the Council of Presidents are due to report 

to the 2010 Synodical Convention concerning “situations currently served by 
licensed lay deacons” (2007 Res. 5-02); THEREFORE BE IT 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District in convention express its regret at the current 

situation in the Synod at large concerning men who are conducting Word and 
Sacrament ministry without being publicly called to and placed in the office of the 
ministry; AND BE IT FINALLY 
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RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District in convention memorialize the Synod in 
convention to direct the Board for Pastoral Education and the Council of 
Presidents to develop a plan and lay out procedures:  

A) So that all men who are currently engaged in Word and Sacrament 
ministry without being publicly called to and placed in the office of the 
ministry may either be enrolled in the SMP program or cease from all 
forms of Word and Sacrament ministry by the end of 2016, and 

B) So that all current Synod and District tracks, programs, licensing 
procedures etc. which train men for Word and Sacrament ministry without 
benefit of being publicly called to and placed in the office of the ministry 
can be phased out in favor of SMP by the end of 2016; and 

C) So that the Board for Pastoral Education will report on this plan to the 
2013 Synod in Convention for approval, emendation, and adoption. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday morning  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:  2-03 
 
REFERENCE:  Circuit Counselor Reports, pp. 161-185 
 
SUBJECT: CIRCUIT COUNSELOR REPORTS 
 
WHEREAS, Floor Committee #2 has examined the reports of the Circuit Counselors assigned 

to it and has found everything to be in order; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED,  That these reports be received with thanks. 
 
Approved by the Convention during the Saturday morn ing session on February 21, 2009. 
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Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morning session on February 21, 2009. 
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Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morning session on February 21, 2009. 
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This resolution was tabled by the Convention during the Saturday morning session on February 
21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 3-01 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 3-01, pp 314-315 
 
SUBJECT: TO PARTICIPATE IN THE “FAN INTO FLAME” APP EAL 
 
WHEREAS, Our Lord Jesus commanded His disciples to “make disciples of all nations” by 

baptizing them “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
and teaching them “to observe everything He had commanded” them (Matthew 
28:19-20); AND 

 
WHEREAS, Only 49% of the adults in the United States belong to a Christian Church and 

approximately 149 million unchurched Americans await the Good News of Jesus 
Christ; AND 

 
WHEREAS, Two out of three people in the world do not have saving faith in Jesus Christ; 

AND 
 
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod World Mission Department has active work 

and mission relationships in 84 countries world wide and plans to increase the 
current number of professional, trained and deployed missionaries from 65 to 
100 by 2013; AND 

 
WHEREAS, The Southern Illinois District of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is presently 

undertaking a number of dynamic mission projects with the potential for an ever 
increasing number of mission projects; AND 

 
WHEREAS, In celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017, The Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod has organized “Fan into Flame,” a financial campaign 
within the Ablaze! movement created to support mission work in congregations, 
districts, the national Synod and around the world (15% of donations are to go to 
the donor’s congregation, 15% to the donor’s district, 20% to the national 
Synod/districts, and 50% to World Mission); THEREFORE BE IT 

 
RESOLVED, That the Southern Illinois District in convention assembled commit to participate 

in the “Fan into Flame” appeal; AND BE IT FURTHER 
 
RESOLVED, That a committee of Southern Illinois District pastors and lay people be appointed 

by the President and Board of Directors of the Southern Illinois District to 
organize the appeal, determine new district mission projects to be funded by the 
appeal, and encourage congregations in the district to participate in “Fan into 
Flame”; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, That the SID Board of Mission report to the next District Convention how the 

money raised by this appeal is spent by the mission projects within the District 
and its Congregations, AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, That the congregations of the Southern Illinois District pray fervently that our Lord 

will bless this appeal and all Lutheran mission efforts in this country and around 
the world. 
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Resolution 3-01 as presented by the Floor Committee  was replaced with a substitute 
resolution by the Convention during the Friday morn ing session on February 20, 2009. 
 
RESOLUTION: 3-01 sub. 
 
SUBJECT: TO STUDY AND ESTABLISH OUR OWN DISTRICT MI SSION APPEAL 

INSTEAD OF “FAN INTO FLAME” 
 
WHEREAS, our Lord Jesus commanded His disciples to “make disciples of all nations” by 

baptizing them “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
and teaching them “to observe everything He had commanded them” (Matthew 
28:19-20); AND 

 
WHEREAS, our Lord Jesus encourages us to use wisely our earthly money and mammon to 

help others get to heaven (Luke 16:1-13); AND 
 
WHEREAS, our Synod’s World Mission Department plans to increase the current number of 

professional, trained, and deployed missionaries from 65 to 100 by 2013; AND 
 
WHEREAS, our district has demonstrated that we can effectively, efficiently, and directly 

support mission projects both inside our district and throughout the world with a 
minimum of administrative costs; THEREFORE BE IT 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District give the authority to our SID District President in 

consultation with the SID Board of Directors, SID Board of Missions, and SID 
Circuit Counselors to establish a committee that will study and if so desired 
establish and coordinate a district wide mission appeal beginning in 2010 to fund 
word and sacrament mission projects within our own district and throughout the 
world; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that we as a district not formally participate in the “Fan into Flame” appeal at this 

time. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday morning  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:  3-02 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 3-02, p. 316 
 
SUBJECT: TO FORM A STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON S TEWARDSHIP IN THE 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT OF THE LCMS  
 
WHEREAS, the Southern Illinois District in its 2006 Convention directed the Board for 

Congregational Support to form a Stewardship Task Force to define stewardship, 
hold events targeted to stewardship education, survey the needs of district 
congregations in the area of stewardship education and gather and publish lists 
of resources for stewardship to district congregations; AND 

 
WHEREAS, through events such as the Carload Conference and regional stewardship events 

held in the years 2007 and 2008 it was learned that this was a valuable endeavor 
in the eyes of participants and much information and many resources were 
assembled and shared; AND 

 
WHEREAS, there was a desire expressed by those in attendance that similar events should 

be provided in the future; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District in convention direct the Board for 

Congregational Support (BCS) to form by appointment a standing advisory 
committee on Stewardship Education; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that this standing advisory committee would report directly to the BCS and will 

consist of at least ONE member from the BCS and an equal number of additional 
clergy and non-clergy, with the District President and Schools and General 
Executive serving as ex officio members; AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, that the Advisory Committee for Stewardship Education would continue to gather 

stewardship resources to be made available to the district, coordinate the training 
of stewardship leaders and sponsor district stewardship education events 
regionally throughout the district. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday evening  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 3-03 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 3-03, p. 317 
 
SUBJECT: TO ENCOURAGE INTENTIONAL STEWARDSHIP EDUCA TION IN THE 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
 
WHEREAS, there is a call from many corners of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod for a 

“Stewardship Renaissance”; AND 
 
WHEREAS, a number of congregations of the SID have used programs such as The Lutheran 

Church Extension Fund’s Consecrated Stewards as part of their attempt to raise 
stewardship awareness with a high degree of faithfulness and success; AND 

 
WHEREAS, LCMS stewardship leaders speak of a unique “Stewardship Culture” in each of 

the congregations of our synod; AND 
 
WHEREAS, on-going stewardship education programs such as the Missouri District’s 

Stewardship 360 gather congregational stewardship leaders in a retreat setting, 
followed by monthly discussion groups called “Stewardship Learning 
Communities”; AND 

 
WHEREAS, these leaders are equipped to convey the call of our Lord for His church to be 

faithful stewards in all aspects of life; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District in Convention direct the Board of Congregational 

Support to continue the identification and training of a sufficient number of guest 
leaders to meet the needs for Consecrated Stewards in the SID; AND BE IT 
FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Congregational Support seek to implement an on-going 

stewardship education program similar to the Stewardship 360 program 
developed by the Missouri District; AND BE IT FINALLY 

 
RESOLVED, that the congregations of the SID be encouraged to make use of these 

stewardship resources in their endeavor to raise Lutheran Christian Stewards 
who will sacrificially support the mission of Christ’s Church in the local 
congregation, the district and throughout the Lord’s Kingdom. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday evening  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION: 3-04 
 
SUBJECT:  TO RECEIVE THE REPORTS AS PRESENTED UNDER  TABS 7 & 8  
 
WHEREAS, The various Boards and Individual reports as presented under tabs 7 & 8, pp. 

191-209, concerning their activities during the last triennium, THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, That the Southern Illinois District Convention (2009) receive these reports with 

thanksgiving. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday evening  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:  4-01 
 
REFERENCE:  Overture 4-01, pp. 318-320 
 
SUBJECT: TO DELETE THE COMMISSION ON SCHOOL MATTERS  AND GIVE ITS 

RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE BOARD OF CONGREGATIONAL SUP PORT 
 
WHEREAS: It has not been deemed necessary, due to changing conditions, for a 

Commission on School Matters to meet during the past triennium; AND 
 
WHEREAS: The responsibilities of this commission may be carried out by the Schools and 

General Executive working with the School Principals and the Board of 
Congregational Support; AND 

 
WHEREAS: The Commission on School Matters is required by the SID Bylaws, necessitating 

a change in the bylaws if the commission is to be deleted; THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED: That Bylaw 2.05 be amended by striking the reference to A Commission on 

School Matters, as follows: 
 

2.05  Boards 
The boards, commissions, committees, and executives of the District 
shall be: 

    a.  Elected by the convention of the District: 
     A Board of Directors 

A Board of Circuit Counselors (Board of Spiritual 
Care and Supervision). 

      A Board of Missions 
      A Board of Congregational Support 
      A Commission of Nominations and Elections 

A Chairman of the Board of Missions and the Board 
of Congregational Support  

    b.  Appointed by the Board of Directors: 
A Schools and General Executive 

      A Part-time Mission Executive 
      A Commission of Communications 
      A Commission on School Matters 
      An Office and Personnel Committee 
      Four District Reconcilers 
      A Fund Advisory Committee 

A Lutheran Church Extension Fund Area Vice 
President 

      Other Part-Time Staff 
 
 

AND BE IT FURTHER 
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RESOLVED, That Bylaws 2.105-2.109 be amended by striking the entire bylaw, as follows: 
 

O.  THE COMMISSION ON SCHOOL MATTERS 
 

2.105  Membership 
The Commission on School Matters shall consist of seven 
persons, (one ordained minister, four commissioned ministers and 
two lay persons), appointed by the Board of Directors in 
consultation with the Schools and General Executive and the 
District President.  The Schools and General Executive will be an 
advisory member of this Commission.  The commission will elect 
its own chairman, and is responsible to the Board of Directors.  

 
2.107  Purpose 

a.  The purpose of this commission is to assist congregations, 
school boards, and principals in the promotion, operation, and 
expansion of Christian day schools, pre-schools, and high 
schools.  This might include areas such as: legal matters, 
educational resources, accreditation, funding, starting a new 
school, leadership training, etc. 
b.  To accomplish its purpose the commission may adopt any 
goals, policies, procedures, and guidelines it deems necessary.  
These are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. 
c.  The commission shall develop and submit its annual budget 
request at the time requested by the finance committee of the 
Board of Directors.  

 
2.109  Meetings 

The Commission may meet as often as it deems necessary to 
accomplish its purpose. 

 
AND BE IT FINALLY  

 
RESOLVED, that Bylaw 7.03 be amended by adding a new paragraph b (in italics below) and 

by relettering the subsequent paragraphs: 
 

7.03  Purpose 
a.  The purpose of this board shall be to work in support of congregations 
as it provides services to the congregations, helping equip them meet the 
various needs expressed.  The areas identified in which these services 
may fall include:  Administration, Education, Evangelism, Family Life, 
Human Care, Stewardship, and Youth. 
b.  This board will also assist the Schools and General Executive in 
providing support for congregations, school boards, and principals in the 
promotion, operation, and expansion of Christian day schools, pre-
schools, and high schools.  This might include areas such as: legal  
matters, educational resources, accreditation, funding, starting a new 
school, leadership training, etc. 
bc.  To accomplish its purpose the board may adopt any goals, policies, 
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procedures, and guidelines it deems necessary.  These are subject to the 
approval of the Board of Directors.   
cd.  Should it desire to do so, the board may also form various sub 
committees, task forces to focus on specific areas or issues, or assign 
specific members of the board to concentrate on a designated area. 
de.  The board shall develop and submit its annual budget request at the 
time designated by the finance committee of the Board of Directors. 

 
 
 
 
 
Adopted by the convention during the Friday evening  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:   4-02 
 
REFERENCE:    Overture 4-02, p. 321 
 
SUBJECT:  TO RETAIN THE PRESENT DISTRICT STRUCTURE OF SYNOD 
 
WHEREAS,  the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance has raised the 

possibility of significantly increasing or significantly decreasing the number of 
districts, and,  

 
WHEREAS,  the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance has presented 

little detailed analysis of the strong points and the weak points of each 
suggestion, and 

 
WHEREAS,  the geographical diversity of the Synod makes establishing a single pattern which 

would function best everywhere impossible, and  
 
WHEREAS, the suggestion to do this restructuring has not come from the congregations of 

the districts themselves, therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District in convention request the Blue Ribbon Task 

Force on Synod Structure and Governance to leave the current number of 
districts as they are, and be it finally  

 
RESOLVED,  that if the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance is 

convinced that a change to district structure is necessary, that they present a 
detailed analysis of the strong and weak points of the proposed change.   

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Friday evening  session on February 20, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:   4-03 
 
REFERENCE:    Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance Report 
 
SUBJECT:  TO RETAIN VOTING DELEGATES AS LAY AND PAS TORAL 
 
WHEREAS:   One of the basic foundations of the structure of the LCMS was a balance of 

power between the laity and the clergy, and  
 
WHEREAS:   This is maintained by having voting representation at conventions consist of one 

pastor and one lay delegate from each parish or electoral circuit, and  
 
WHEREAS:  The change suggested by Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and 

Governance making voting representation one ordained and one non-ordained, 
which allows commissioned ministers to replace a lay delegate, is an essential 
change of this basic foundation of a balance of power between the laity and the 
clergy, and would give professional church workers a preponderance of voting 
power, and 

 
WHEREAS:  The Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance has not 

demonstrated why maintaining this balance of power is no longer important, and 
 
WHEREAS:  The only justification given by the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure 

and Governance is that it would enfranchise commissioned ministers, and 
 
WHEREAS:  If it is deemed necessary that commissioned ministers be eligible to become 

voting delegates, there are other ways by which this could be accomplished, 
such as by changing the category of “pastors” to “rostered church workers”, 
which includes commissioned ministers, and which would still maintain the 
balance between professional church workers and laity,  therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District in convention request the Blue Ribbon Task 

Force on Synod Structure and Governance to abandon the proposal of changing 
voting categories to ordained and non-ordained. 

 
Amendment – lines 29-34, the last whereas, were del eted. 
 
Adopted as amended by the Convention during the Fri day evening session on February 
20, 2009.
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RESOLUTION:   4-04 
 
REFERENCE:    Overture 4-02, p. 321 
 
SUBJECT: ELECTION OF DELEGATE PAIRS TO SYNODICAL CO NVENTIONS 
 
WHEREAS,  one of the circuits of the Southern Illinois District submitted to the 2007 LCMS 

National Convention a suggestion similar to the Blue Ribbon Task Force on 
Synod Structure and Governance for congregational representation at national 
conventions, tying the number of pairs of delegates to a national convention with 
a formula based on the number of congregations and communicant members of 
a district, which would eliminate all exceptions, and 

 
WHEREAS,  it is critical that these delegate pairs be chosen in a uniform way throughout the 

synod, and    
 
WHEREAS,  it is critical that the process of choosing these pairs not be open to the possibility 

of eliminating views differing from the majority, such as by electing all delegate 
pairs at large, therefore  be it  

 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District encourage the Blue Ribbon Task Force on 

Synod Structure and Governance to pursue the proposal to assign delegate pairs 
to districts based on a formula of number of congregations and number of 
communicant membership, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED,  that in the proposal the delegate pairs be elected by region within a district, the 

regions being established by district convention action, and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that in the proposal the actual selection of the delegates be done by the 

congregations of the region, with a pastor and a lay delegate of each 
congregation voting, and be it finally  

 
RESOLVED,  that in the event either the delegate or alternate delegate is unable to serve, the 

District President appoint a replacement in consultation with the circuit 
counselor(s) of that region. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009.
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RESOLUTION:   4-05 
 
REFERENCE:    Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance Report 
 
SUBJECT: TO RETAIN PROGRAM BOARDS AS MORE THAN ADVI SORY 
 
WHEREAS,  the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance has proposed 

that all program boards on the national level would be advisory and function to 
encourage and support a ministry rather than have any administrative role, and  

 
WHEREAS, the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance has proposed 

that all executive staff at the national level would report directly to the president 
of the Synod, and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance has not 

indicated how these executive staff would be chosen, presumably by the 
president, and 

 
WHEREAS,  this proposal would be a significant centralization of power, therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District in convention request the synod in convention to 

reject this proposal. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:   4-06 
 
REFERENCE:    Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance Report 
 
SUBJECT: TO RETAIN CURRENT CONGREGATIONAL REPRESENT ATION 
 
WHEREAS,  from its inception the LCMS has been an organization of equal congregations, 

and  
 
WHEREAS,  there have been significant differences in the sizes of member congregations 

from the very beginning of the history of the synod, and  
 
WHEREAS,  the proposal of the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance 

to give larger congregations more votes at district conventions changes a 
foundational assumption of the synod, and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance does not 

explain the implications of this change to the nature of the synod or what the 
benefits would be for the synod as a whole, therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District in convention urge the Blue Ribbon Task Force 

on Synod Structure and Governance to retain equal representation for all 
parishes at District conventions. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009.
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RESOLUTION:   4-07 
 
REFERENCE:    Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance Report 
 
SUBJECT: TO EXERCISE APPROPRIATE CARE IN CONSIDERIN G STRUCTURE 

CHANGES 
 
WHEREAS,  in 2005 President Gerald Kieschnick appointed a Blue Ribbon Task Force on 

Synod Structure and Governance; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Task Force’s preliminary proposals of August, 2008 were far-reaching in 

scope and significant in import; and 
 
WHEREAS,  experience teaches that maximum attention must be given to detail and wording 

in making adjustments or changes that impinge on structure; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the Synod would do well to proceed with prayerful and appropriate care in 

considering any changes; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District recommend to the Synod in convention that the 

Synod not adopt any of the Task Force’s proposals unless the Task Force has 
made available for public study the precise language it proposes for any and all 
Constitution and Bylaw changes, as well as the complete text of any enabling 
resolutions that the Task Force might propose to help implement the changes it 
advocates; and be it finally 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District respectfully request that the Task Force’s final 

report be published and posted on the Synod’s website at the same time that the 
Task Force submits it for inclusion in the 2010 Convention Workbook, so that the 
final form of this important report can be available for maximum study throughout 
the Synod prior to the convention. 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:   4-08 
 
REFERENCE:    Reports, pp. 201-209 
 
SUBJECT:  TO RECEIVE  REPORTS 
 
RESOLVED,  that Floor Committee Four accept reports assigned to it with thanksgiving. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION:   4-09 
 
REFERENCE:    Overture 4-03, p. 322 
 
SUBJECT: TO RESPECTFULLY DECLINE OVERTURE 4-03 
 
RESOLVED,  that for reasons of impracticality and lack of clarity Overture 4-03 be respectfully 

declined. 
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



One Sure Hope 

84 
CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS 

 

 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
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RESOLUTION;  From the floor. 
 
SUBJECT:  TO DIRECT THE SYNOD BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO ADHERE TO  ITS 

PUBLISHED SUPPORT OF ISSUES, ETC. AND WITHDRAW ITS 
OPPOSITION TO THE ISSUES, ETC. TRADEMARK AND THREAT  OF 
LAWSUIT. 

 
WHEREAS, Issues Etc. weekday and national Sunday night show was cancelled on Tuesday 

March 18th, 2008, for programmatic and business reasons; and 
 
WHEREAS,  The LCMS Board of Director's stated in the September 2008 Reporter, “the 

Board authorized its general counsel to prepare a release for use of the LCMS-
owned trademark for the radio program "Issues, Etc.," the archived programs, 
and related materials to Rev. Todd Wilken and Jeff Schwarz. Wilken and 
Schwarz intend to continue the program, which was dropped by KFUO. 
According to (Ron) Schultz, the Board expects the agreement will help bring the 
recent programming issues to a positive conclusion”; and 

 
WHEREAS, The U.S. Trademark office, stated that in October of 1999 the LCMS failed to 

maintain its trademark on the name "Issues, Etc."; and 
 
WHEREAS, On May 31, 2008, Mr. Harry Madsen made application for the trademark in his 

own name, as sole proprietor, desiring to make arrangements for  Rev. Wilken 
and Mr. Schwarz to use the "Issues, Etc." name for their new radio broadcast.; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, On December 2, 2008 the LCMS filed a Letter of Opposition to Mr. Madsen's 

trademark application; and 
 
WHEREAS, On December 7, 2008 Mr. Madsen filed a Motion to Dismiss the LCMS Objection 

on grounds with the U.S. Patent and Trademark office; and 
 
WHEREAS, On December 16th, 2008 the attorney for the LCMS Board of Director's sent a 

letter threatening to recommend legal action against Rev. Wilken and Mr. 
Schwarz, “to enforce its rights to the trademark”; and 

 
WHEREAS, No vote is recorded in any minutes of the LCMS Board of Directors stating a 

change in their position “to assign its entire right, title, and interest in and to the 
Issues, Etc. mark….to Rev. Wilken and Mr. Schwarz”, which was written in the 
resolution voted on and carried at the August 21-22, 2008, meeting and recorded 
in the minutes; 

 
WHEREAS, The LCMS has spent thousands of dollars on the opposition to the Issues, Etc. 

trademark, and the expense and opposition and threatened legal action is totally 
unnecessary and is a poor use of Synodical financial resources and man hours 
that could be used for the further proclamation of the Gospel; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Southern Illinois District gathered in convention at Collinsville, Illinois, 

this 21st day of February, in the year of our Lord 2009, give thanks and praise to 
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God for the ministry of Issues, Etc. and the hard work of Pastor Wilken and Mr. 
Schwarz, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Illinois District direct the District President to admonish the 

Synodical Board of Directors to cease and desist all legal action regarding the 
Issues, Etc. trademark and legal action against Rev. Wilken and Mr. Schwarz; 
and be it further 

 
RESOLVED,  that Synodical Board of Directors be admonished to be better stewards of 

donated congregational dollars to be used toward the proclamation and 
spreading of the Gospel rather than frivolously engaging in legal matters; and be 
it further  

 
RESOLVED,  that the Synodical Board of Directors adhere to their published and carried 

resolution of August 2008, and withdraw its opposition to Mr. Harry Madsen’s 
application for the trademark “Issues, etc.,” and release the archived programs, 
and related materials to Rev. Wilken and Mr. Schwarz; and be it finally 

 
RESOLVED,  that these actions by the Synodical Board of Directors will bring the recent 

programming issues to a positive conclusion for all.  
 
Adopted by the Convention during the Saturday morni ng session on February 21, 2009. 
 
 


