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Our Prayers for the Church

| am writing to you on the day of the Ascension of Our Ligdus. One of
the hymns new to us in Lutheran Service Book, “See, the Lecénds in
Triumph” (LSB 494), proclaims in stanza 4:
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How great the comfort! The One who is both God and maavisin

charge, Lord of all things. Our Conqueror of sin andhdeaes the universe — for
us! As the writer to the Hebrews tells us, “We do not reakigh priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in e@sgrgat has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then witfidemce draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find doakelp in time of

need” (Hebrews 4:15-16). When we come to Him in prayer, wecmnég to our
brother, Jesus, who pleads on our behalf.

For what shall we pray? | solicit specific prayfns..

o Our Mission Partnership with the Lutheran Church in SoutAérina, and
for Pastor Timothy Scharr and President Mueller ag travel to South
Africa this month (May 5-17) to meet with our partnerd discuss the
progress of our mission projects.

0 Our district mission efforts in East St. Louis. Theatngeeks will see many
important decisions for the mission school, Unity Churchthacefforts of
the Acts 1:8 Mission Society. Satan is hard at wortkieart any efforts to
bring the Gospel. Pray that the Lord would defeaehisschemes so that
the Gospel may be freely and fully proclaimed.

o Our district prison ministry as Pastor Maurice Almisres as prison
ministry coordinator and Pastors James Rivett, JdfiffNsnd Jon Smithley
work together as a prison ministry coordinating committee.

o Pray for a God-pleasing resolution of the controversy soding the
cancellation of Issues Etc and for Pastor Todd Wikkeah Jeff Schwarz,
their families and all connected with this situation.

o For Dan Roth as he repositions from Schools and GeneealEve for the
District to Lutheran Church Extension Fund Promotions Daregdart
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time).

o For Roger Sprengel (Concordia, Peoria) who, as of thtgwgirhas in hand a Call from the Southern lIllinois
District Board of Directors to serve as our new Schoats@General Executive.

o For the ongoing mission efforts of your congregation faithfidlpoint people to the only Life that is really
Life! As Jesus said, “This is eternal life, tha¢y know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent.” (John 17:3).

o For our Synod and District, all our leaders and workassye prepare for our District Convention February 19-
21, 2009, under the theme, “One Sure Hope.”

o For our new graduates and vicars entering Southern lll{geesinside) as they begin their ministries in our
district.

o For our parishes experiencing vacancies in the pastéiee aihd in teaching and principal positions, that God
will provide in His good time.

o For... [here you fill in the blank]

Of course, there are so many other needs as well, butnteenethe Lord is never lacking in His supply. “Grace
was given to each of us according to the measure of Ghyifit Therefore it is said, ‘When he ascended on kighed
a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.” (Epimssia7-8).

Christ ascended to give His gifts! That’'s why we go tmlfr everything we need, and more!

God’s peace is ours!

CALLING CONGREGATIONS

TRINITY, ANNA— Candidate Stephen Manz from Ft. Wayne Concordia Thealo§eminary.

TRINITY, EDWARDSVILLE - Called Rev. Danny Tutweiler, McKinney, TX. (Received and|Ded)
ZION, FARMERSVILLE—( Rev. Walter Byerley is serving)

CHRIST, FAIRFIELD —(Served by seminary students, and profs)

BETHLEHEM, FERRIN— Rev. Darwin Schrader serving as vacancy pastor.

TRINITY, HOYLETON - Candidate Joshua Theilan from St. Louis Concordiar&eyn

ZION, LITCHFIELD - Called Rev. Jonathan Bontke, from Associate to $amigdion, Litchfield (Received
and Accepted) Installation on May 4, 2008

HOPE, MT. CARMEL —Candidate Thomas Kramer from St. Louis Concordia Sammi

ST. MARK, STEELEVILLE —Calling Associate Pastor/Principal

SID PASTOR’S CALLS RECEIVED/ACCEPTED/RETURNED

Rev. Jonathan Bontke Associate Pastor, Zion, Litchfield, to Senior Pastam, Litchfield. (Received and
Accepted)
Rev. Ryan Willis, Bethlehem, Ferrin to Federal Bureau of Prisons, Ft. Want. (Received and Accepted)
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PRAYER REQUESTS .... Ry

s

For Marian Martens, former SID Treasurer, who has been recently diagnogédmeiusive body myositis.

For Julie Heimgartner, wife of Ft. Wayne Seminary Student, Gail Heimgart(@ur Redeemer, Golconda) as she has
been hospitalized in Ft. Wayne.

For Larry Thoele, brother-in-law of Pastor Jim Rivett, who is under Hosi@are, remember the entire family as we
pray for strength and courage.

For Cathy Bevirt and Melissa Combsteachers at Holy Cross, Collinsville, for strength eadrage while both are
fighting cancer.

For Ed Cook, teacher at Trinity, Edwardsville, who is recovering frontelerae surgery.

For Corrine Streuter, of Murphysboro undergoing medical treatments and needs quarprfar strength and courage.
Corrine is the widow of Bob Streuter a former Treasaof¢he District.

For Pastor Mark Meschke, formerly of Southern Illinois, is battling soft-tissug@ncer and after several rounds of
treatments the cancer has returned rather rapidlysé’lesep Pastor Meschke and his family in your prayers.

For Pastor Leroy Eckert, Emeritus, who is recovering at home.

Please keep our brothers and sisters serving our countig your prayers
Active duty Chaplains from the SID:t. Col. Gary Brooks, Major Gregory Jans, CDR Gregory N. Todd LT.
COL. David Wilshek, and Capt. Keith GeRue.

For Khosti Tswaedi, son of Bishop David and Lucy Tswaedi, Southern AfricaheU.S. Army, deployed to Irag.
SPC Chris Willig (son of Mark and Paula Willig) is back in the Unitedt&taPraise God

Lt. Commander Craig Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel, teacher at Trinity, Centrali& Navy Chaplain now serving
in Irag.

Lt. Carl Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now servinGamp Fuiji, Japan.

Sgt. Aaron Richardson(son of Faith Richardson, (Immediate Past PresideeostD LWML & member of the
Southern Africa Mission Task Force) has returned fromhBad and is safely homeraise God

Capt. Joshua Henscherison of Ron and Ellen Henschen, teachers in Edwardsaille). Hood, TX.

Capt. Warren Kostencki, (son of Dan and Jean Kostencki, Dan is principal etrdEast Lutheran High School), is
back home.Praise God

Capt. Drew Ponivas(son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Faith, Godfrey) isgaei deployed to Irag.

MM2 John Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Faith, Godfreypkas deployed on the USS Albuquerque
(submarine).

Lt. Col. Robin Schultze (daughter-in-law of Shirley Schwartzkopf) is now in Commahthe 36th Medical Operations
Squadron in Guam.

Sgt. Matthew Kasten(son of Steve and Marge Kasten, Hoyleton, IL.) U.S.has returned to Baghdad for 18 mp.
Capt. Anthony Skeesick(son of Pastor Dale and Kathy Skeesick, St. Petami®&own) serving in the US Air Force
and rejoicing over his return back to the United Statéswiolg three years in England. In August he will reporfort
Campbell, Kentucky where he will serve with the 101st Airborne.

Lt. Col. John Pepin(son-in-law of Pastor [Emeritus] and Lois Eckert) is s@mmwing in Iraqg.

PRAISE REPORTS:

For the birth ofAdiel Jewel Melchior, on March 20, granddaughter of Retired Pastor Edwardacide Melchior.

The Southern District Office in New Orleanscalled our district$ID) to say Thank you to all the volunteers from the
Southernlllinois District who helped with all the clean up projects the ¢asiple of years.

Praise God for a successful surgeryRewv. Kit Belk (Trinity, Girard) to take care of sciatic nerve problems
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WELCOME TO THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT

Candidate Thomas Kramer to Hope Lutheran Church, Mt. Carmel
Candidate Joshua Theilan to Trinity Lutheran Church, Hoyleton
Candidate Stephen Manz to Trinity, Anna

Vicars from Concordia Seminary—St. Louis
John Eyer —Trinity, Nashville
Steven Frentz —Emmaus, Dorsey
David Hoehler —St. John, Chester
Todd McMurry —Zion, Staunton
Eric Rodgers —Good Shepherd, Collinsville
Benjamin Smith —Our Savior, Carbondale
Vicar from Concordia Theological Seminary—Ft. Wayne
Terrence O’'Brien —Our Redeemer, Golconda

From left, front row, Emma Hoehler, David Hoehler, Rebekah TheilehudoBheilen, Faith Mueller, Rev.

Herbert Mueller-District President; second row, John Eyer, KristiMitry, Thomas Kramer, Vickie Frentz,
Jennifer Rogers; back row, Todd McMurry, Benjamin Smith, Steven FaadtEric Rodgers.

Vicar Terrence O’Brein and wife, Sharon. Candidate Stephen Manz
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PASTORS’
ANNIVERSARIES
CELEBRATED

The following pastors celebrated anniversaries of their atidim into the Holy Ministry irApril and received
certificates. If you, or someone you know had an annive(2ar\25, 30, 35, etc.) during the monthAgiril and their
name is not on this list, please call Donna at the iDigbffice so this can be taken care of right awaparnk you.

Pastor Daniel Decker 4/13/2008 25 years

Institute on Liturgy, Preaching, and Church Music

It's hard to believe it's been one and half years since the Lutheran Service Book was introduced at
the workshop you attended in the fall of 2006. Over 60% of our LCMS congregations are now using
LSB and it's companion editions.

To our knowledge, the first large gathering of Lutherans to use LSB for each of the worship services
over four days will be the upcoming Institute on Liturgy, Preaching, and Church Music. This worship
conference will be held at Concordia University Nebraska in Seward. July 22-25, 2008 with the
theme of “Sing to the Lord a New Song.” This is the third triennial conference sponsored by the
LCMS Commission on Worship.

If you are a pastor, church musician, or anyone interested in the church’s worship, please join us for
this enriching week of worship, education, and fellowship. There will also be workshops of benefit to
church secretaries, Sunday school teachers, and other volunteers in the church, so please spread
the word and tell others about this opportunity.

The brochure for this worship conference can be downloaded from:
http://worship.lcms.org/2008Institute. This is also the Web page where you enter the online
registration. Copies of the brochure can also be requested by sending an email to:
worship@Ic,s.org

Early bird deadline for registration is June 2, 2008.

In 2005, the hymn festival was one of the highlights of the worship conference and will be held again
at this event with a high school honor choir as the featured choir.

Blessed Eastertide to you all!

The LCMS Commission on Worship
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Message Regarding “Issues, Etc.”
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus!

| pray this letter finds you strong in the Lord and in the grace of His Holit. SRiemember, the One who
is both God and Man is now in charge, Lord of all things. May this message, that ouesusdalr
Conqueror, now rules the universe for His Church, be our comfort, our peace and our courage.

As you know, on March 18, David Strand, acting on behalf of the BCS, cancelled Issues Etc. and
terminated the positions of Todd Wilken and Jeff Schwarz. Subsequently in AprilStiledB1Ot reverse
this decision, nor did they hear from Todd Wilken on the matter. On Monday, April 21, in executive
session, the COP heard from Synod’s Treasurer, Tom Kuchta, and from David Strand, Eka@dioe
of the Board for Communication Services. In open session on Tuesday morning, Presidanidkies
presented to the COP a statement in which he says: “I regret that | did noe¢ddinsStrand to
postpone implementation of the decision until some time other than Holy Weeks. statément is
posted to Synod’s web site.

Out of a desire to have something to which District Presidents could refigrlngsk home, the Council
of Presidents also adopted a statement with counsel to the memberSyfidde Both statements were
quickly posted to the Synod’s web site. The COP’s statement was adopted initigeroiasites of the
meeting on Tuesday, April 22, after the COP had rejected a formal resolutiorotiid not have been
helpful at all. The web site says the COP statement was adopted byataieeith no dissenting voices.
Personally, | did not raise an objection to the fweaksion of the statement because | believed at the time it
was better than the first resolution presented. To those who are disappoihee@ DR Statement, |
understand and | do share your sense of disappointment. | am sorry | failed to doAidtiervery least,
| failed to slow what became a hurried process to adopt something. As alhesGiQR Statement itself
does not fully represent, | believe, the level of frustration on the partrof mambers of the COP that
Issues Etc was cancelled, or that the matter was handled in the maveeer Having said that, | do not
believe it would be helpful or wise for me to have any further public comametite COP Statement.

In all of this, each of us must examine our actions according to the commanadf®ots Even as we
ask legitimate questions of those in authority, each of us needs to examineesytsa in repentance,
and see ourselves covered in Christ’'s cleansing blood. The Holy Spirit inaiftediVes the precious gift
of repentance unto the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Yet that does not mean we receive blindly what we are told. Question®reedihue to be addressed
to those in authority — that's what th® dommandment would also enjoin us. As indicated in President
Kieschnick’s statement, David Strand (and the BCS) felt constrained by Symadticial realities to
cancel Issues Etc. | will continue to address my questions to David StraBC S and the Synod’s
Board of Directors, asking if there is any way this action could besederevisited or ameliorated in
some way. Why was cancelling Issues Etc the only option that could effecédelyercosts? Why was
this action taken without warning? Why was Issues Etc not “spun off” in som&oveapther group that
might have been formed to support it? | have other questions that | also inéetdtdss to those in
authority, respectfully and with charity. | encourage you to do the same.
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| encourage you to present your questions to the BCS and to the Board of DiretlierSwrfiod, but
make your case lovingly, carefully, persistently, and then trust God to do HisChilist Jesus is Lord of
His Church. His word assures t®ut of my distress | called on the Lord; ‘His steadfast love endures
forever.” The Lord is on my side; | will not fear. What can man do to me? ... Ites toetake refuge in
the Lord than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trushaepgr ... The Lord is
my strength and my song; He has become my salvation” (Psalm 118:5-6, 8-9, 14).

Yours in Christ,
+ Herb Mueller

Rev. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr.
President, Southern lllinois District
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
2408 Lebanon Avenue
Belleville, IL 62221
618-234-4767

P.S. On April 26, 2008, the Southern lllinois District Board of Directors adopted hwifaj letter to be
sent to the Board for Communication Services and the Board of Directors of the Synod:

April 26, 2008

Mr. David Strand, Executive Director
Board for Communication Services
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
1333 S. Kirkwood Road

St. Louis, MO 63122-7295

The Board of Directors

The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
1333 S. Kirkwood Road

St. Louis, MO 63122-7295

Dear Friends in Christ Jesus on the Board of Directors of Synod and the BoaodnimuGication
Services:

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

We, the Board of Directors of the Southern lllinois District of the Luth@aurch - Missouri Synod,
wish to go on record in expressing our disappointment over the cancellalssues, Etc This radio
program has been a great blessing to the pastors and people of the SoutherbBilincisand has
reached people around the globe with the good news of Jesus Christ. Everidboegiould be
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Therefore, we, the Board of Directors of the Southern lllinois District, cfsilg request that you and

the Board of Communication Services revisit your decision to termissies, Et¢.restore the program,
and reinstate both Rev. Wilken and Mr. Schwarz to their positions. We also requlkgisalbsure of

the reasons why this show was cancelled. Too many concerns have been raispg¢akproceedings
and rationale for termination a private matter. We urge that thish&sapproached openly and in a spirit
of love, asking the Holy Spirit to guide us and work among us as we fix our eyes and mesksggeson

Respectfully in Christ,

Rev. Antonin Troup Rev. Herbert Mueller
District Secretary District President
Southern lllinois District Southern lllinois District

CC: Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, President, the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
Rev. Todd Wilken
Mr. Jeff Schwarz

[This letter was adopted in the regular meeting of the Southern lllinsisddBoard of Directors on
April 26, 2008.]
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AND FOR
THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT

2008
May
3 SID Student Aid Golf Benefit—Okawville, starting at 10:30 a.m.
7 Older Adult Advisory Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
17 Stewardship Task Force Meeting, 8:00 a.m. location embeunced
19 Board of Spiritual Care and Supervision, 9:00 a.m.
19 Camp Wartburg Golf Classic-Call John Mohl for more Bif&-939-7715
19 SID Convention Planning Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
20 District LLL Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
22 Prison Ministry Conference at Camp Wartburg; 9:00 a.m.
26 Memorial Day celebrated—District Office Closed
June
5 Metro Principals/Athletic Directors Meeting at MeEast Lutheran High School, (time to be
announced later)
5 Board of Congregational Support, 4:15 p.m.
5 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
12 Mission Staff Meeting, 9:30 a.m.
13-15 SID Youth Gathering at Lake Williamson, Carlinyille.
21 Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
July
3 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
4 District Office Closed
16 Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m.
17 District LWML Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
26 SID Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m.
28 Fund Advisory, 4:30 p.m.
August
6 Older Adult Advisory Committee Meeting, 6:15 p.m.
7 Board of Congregational Support, 4:15 p.m.
7 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
11 SID Convention Planning Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
13 Day of Spiritual Growth, St. John-Red Bud, 8:30 a.m.
September

4 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

18 Mission Staff Meeting, 9:30 a.m.

19-20 LWML Convention, Good Shepherd-Collinsville
27 Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.



