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Lutheran Conference in South Africa 
Sponsored by Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne and Lutheran Theological Seminary, Tshwane 

August 11-14, 2009 

  
 Lutheran Unity: I Believe in One, Holy Christian and Apostolic Church 
The purpose of the conference is to strengthen the understanding of confessional Lutheran doc-
trine and practice in Africa. The complexity of influences from liberal European theology, 
American “Evangelicalism-Pentecostalism” and indigenous movements continue to challenge 
the “emerging” Lutheran churches who are struggling to establish authentic Lutheranism. While 
church leaders from different countries occasionally meet, this conference will offer an opportu-
nity for church leaders, theologians, professors to join with parish pastors and missionaries to 
learn, study, converse and reflect on these issues in a formal lecture and informal collegial set-
ting. We anticipate representation from South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Madagascar, Mo-
zambique, Namibia, Congo/Zaire, Angola, Tanzania, Kenya, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, West 
Africa, India, Germany, and the USA. The participants are free to engage in open discussion of 
theological, ecclesial and missional issues of importance to those who are struggling to estab-
lish, maintain, or restore Lutheran Churches that are faithful to the Holy Scriptures and the Lu-
theran Confessions. 
This year’s theme is “Lutheran Unity: I Believe One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.” It 
is now regarded as axiomatic among the leading voices of the modern ecumenical movement 
that the achievement of visible unity is the major task facing the churches today. One pre-war 
church leader wrote: “I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, and sincerely regret that it does not 
at present exist.” Article VII of the Augustana states otherwise when it confesses: “It is also 
taught that at all times there must be and remain one holy, Christian church. It is the assembly 
of all believers among whom the Gospel is purely preached and the holy sacraments are admin-
istered according to the Gospel.” The one church, the body of Christ, is thus present now as be-
lievers are gathered by the Gospel around the altar and pulpit. It manifests itself when water is 
taken up by the Word to make Baptism and the body and blood of the Lord are offered to com-
municants in and under bread and wine consecrated and administered in accordance with the 
divine Word. The one church is part of God’s creation, more specifically; it is nothing other 
than the new creation inaugurated by the risen Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit. It is thus present 
now, yet hidden. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” (John 20:29) 
Is outward unity among the churches possible today? Some suggest that the tragic divisions be-
tween the various Christian communions will remain insurmountable unless churches are will-
ing to change, abandon or compromise their doctrinal convictions and relegate their confessions 
to the position of mere historical statements. Article VII of the Augustana further states: “For it 
is sufficient for the true unity of the Christian church that the Gospel be preached harmoniously 
according to a pure understanding and that the sacraments are administered in conformity with 
the divine Word.” Some regard this a minimalistic requirement which requires only an outward 
acceptance of the Gospel and the recognition of Baptism and Communion as significant mo-
ments in the life of the church and its members. Others hold it to be the Lutheran Church’s 
ready acknowledgement of its continuity with the pre-Reformation church. Troublesome as 
well are the divisions among Lutherans who find it increasingly difficult even to agree on the 
nature of the Gospel. For many the Gospel is any good news concerning the latest social-
political agenda for the improvement of human society: environmental issues (global warming, 
climate change, et al.), and economic, social, and political issues (gay “marriage” and ordina-
tion, the ordination of women, workplace issues, overpopulation – to mention but a few). The 
two kingdoms are confused and the law replaces the Gospel. 



�������

Speakers and Topics:  
Rev. Pres. Peter Ahlers, “The Role of Confessional Lutherans in Southern Africa: From the Perspective 

of FELSiSA and the ILC.” 

Rev. Dr. Manas Buthelezi, Bishop Em. (ELCSA), “Homosexuality and the Unity of the Church.” 

Rev. Dr. Charles Evanson (Lithuania), “Lutheran Unity and the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral” 

“Works of Mercy and Church Unity: Does Service Unity and Doctrine Divide?” Speaker TBA 

Rev. Dr. Werner Klän (Lutherisch Theologische Hochschule Oberursel, SELK), “Aspects of Lutheran 

Identity: A Confessional Perspective“ 

Rev. Prof. Nathan Mntambo (LCSA), “Liturgy and Unity” 

The Rev. Bishop Dr. Walter Obare Omwanza. (ELCK) “Lutheran Unity in Kenya” 

Rev. Prof. John Pless, “The Ordination of Women and the Unity of the Church” 

Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast (LCMS) “The Invisible Church and Visible Synods: The Problem of Lutheran 

Unity in American Lutheranism” 

Dr. Michael Rodewald (LCMS WM). How do you see the future of Lutheran Unity? What does it mean 

to be Lutheran? What is Lutheran Unity? What is the role/place of Lutheran Unity in the mission strat-

egy of the LCMS WM?) 

Rev. Dr. Jobst Schöne (Bp. Em. SELK), “The Leuenburg Concord” 

Rev.  Jacob M. B. Sudhakaran (India Evangelical Lutheran Church), “United Lutheran 

Churches in India: Vision and Mission” 

Rev. Dr. David P. Tswaedi (LCSA) D.D. “Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (LCSA) and the 

Lutheran Community in Southern Africa (LUCSA). 

As the 2010 Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Stuttgart, Germany, approaches 
there are growing concerns about its directions and goals, as well as its effectiveness as an 
agency of the member churches. Questions have been raised about the lack of helpfulness pro-
vided to member churches which outspokenly state their intention to remain faithful to the 
catholic theology of the Lutheran Confessions, and about the Federation’s future relationship, 
and perhaps an administrational amalgamation of the LWF with the Reformed World Alliance. 
In recent years many are asking the question, how will confessional Lutherans Churches and 
individuals relate to one another amid the crisis of unity among Lutheran Churches worldwide? 
The presentations will examine the historical attempts at church unity and provide theological 
analysis of these endeavors. Various speakers will report on the current state of affairs. The 
conference schedule will provide ample opportunity for discussion. 
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Students planting and 
watering Kikuyu grass 
at the newly acquired 

Dube-House in 
Farenden Street 345.  
The grass was donated 
by Mr. Hugo Meyer 
and the house was pur-
chased with donations 
received from the 
LCMS Rocky Moun-
tain District and 
LCMS World Relief 
and Human Care.  

Mr. Rifford C. Twala has been chairman of 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary [LTS] Board of 
Directors for over four years. Before this time he 
served on the LTS Supervisory Board for many 
more years - long before the Seminary moved from 
Enhlanhleni to Pretoria in 2000.  

Mr. Twala has served the Seminary with dedication 
and joy all these years and now that his retirement is 
eminent, we want to thank him for his loyal services.  

We wish him and his dear wife well and pray that 
we will continue to enjoy his visits to the LTS even 
when he is no longer a member of the LTS Board of 
Directors.  

Mr. Bongani Dlamini seen here 
on the right [Jeans] graduated from 
LTS in 2008. He is now practising 
what he learnt under the tutelage of 
Pastor Nkabinde at Bilanyoni, 
KwaZulu. During the week he is 
working as a teacher at a primary 
school near Dumbe. With him are his 
siblings and Prof. Dr. Nordling [CTS 
Ft.Wayne] holding a pumpkin do-
nated to him as a welcoming present. 
Prof. Nordling is sent by LCMS 
World Missions 
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Prof. Dr. John 
Nordling from CTS 
Ft.Wayne held a public 
lecture at the University 
o f  P r e t o r i a  o n 
“Philemon: Thesis of 
the run-away slave re-
visited”. In the picture 
are interested listeners - 
students and teachers 
from LTS and UP. In 
the foreground is Bheki 
Ngobese, who is current 
the Student representa-
tive at LTS.  

Prof. Dr. Joel Heck 
from the Concordia Uni-
versity Austin, Texas and 
his wife Cheryl. They 
are guest-lecturers at the 
Seminary in the 2nd Quar-
ter in the service of LCMS 
World Mission. While he 
is teaching highlights 
from the Old Testament, 
she is bringing music back 
very strongly into our 
community by beautiful 
accompaniment on the 
organ in Luther-Chapel.  

On Sunday Rogate the 
Seminary visited the 
LCSA congregation in 
Klerksdorp served by the 
Dean of the LCSA North-
West Diocese Rev. T.J. 
Mafereka. After Church 
the congregation served the 
Seminarians splendid food 
and hosted them with great 
hospitality. Thank you 
very much Moruti Mogolo.  
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Students of theology Robert Wakiso 
and Daniel Nkoyoyoo on an early Saturday 
morning going about their chores, cleaning up 
and maintaining the LTS premises with their col-
leagues. This service is their way of saying thank
-you to the Seminary for its hospitality, that they 
can study here although they are from Uganda 
and elsewhere.  
Both students have families back home, like 
most other Seminarians. They obviously miss 
them badly and hope that they do ok even though 
the husbands and fathers are hundreds of kilome-
tres away in a strange and far off country.  
This however is nothing new. The grandfather of 
Daniel Nkoyoyoo already fought in the 1st  
World War and in the process came to South Af-
rica and married a Zulu lady! Daniel is quite 
proud of his South African connection and to see 
the homeland of his grandmother.  

The Bishop of the Lutheran Community of Southern Africa [LUCSAS] Dr. Ambrose 
Moyo together with his assistant Rev. Boesemann from the Evangelical Church in 
Germany [EKD - on his left] visited the Seminary to discuss possibilities of cooperation 
and partnership amongst various Lutheran Seminaries in Southern Africa - especially the 
Paulinum [Namibia]; Lutheran Theological Institute [Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu]; 
Woodpecker [Botswana] and also the United Seminary [Zimbabwe]. With them is Rev. 
Musawenkosi Mntambo from the LTS—and obviously holy mother Mary! 
To continue these discussions LUCSAS has invited the LTS in July to a weeklong work-
shop on Seminary Education and Pastoral Formation in Southern Africa.  
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From left to right: Rev. Heinrich Voges [Rector em. of the Marang Seminary near 
Rustenburg; Johnson Obura [Lutheran Church Uganda] and Rev. Ernst-Alfred 
W. Weber DD [Rector em. of the Enhlanhleni Lutheran Seminary in KwaZulu/Natal.  

Student of theology Gemah 
P.F. Ballah from Liberia in hap-
pier days. He has learnt that his wife 
Veronica and his daughter were not 
only robbed of their earthly posses-
sions, but were also brutally raped 
while their husband and father was 
studying faithfully down in Pretoria, 
South Africa.  
All is being done to have him return 
as early as possible to stand by his 
womenfolk in this bleak and miser-
able situation.  
We pray that the Lord may have 
mercy over them and all of Africa 
as Gemah is preparing to return 
home prematurely to deal with this 
crisis in his family: 
 
Kyrie eleison+ 
Hamba gahle dear brother Ballah.  
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Umfundisi Musawenkosi 
Mntambo [standing], 
Rev. Eliot Sithole and 
Rev. Ernst-Alfred W. 
Weber DD together working 
on the revision of the isiZulu 
Bible translation under the aus-
pices of the South African Bi-
ble Society. The two younger 
brothers attended a course in 
Durban concerning this transla-
tion and the organizers were 
most impressed by their skills 
in both Hebrew and the ver-
nacular. Rev. Sithole has actu-
ally been chosen to be one of 
the 2 main translators in this 
project together with a col-
league from the Roman Catho-
lic Church. We wish him and 
this project good and interested 
readers! May the word of the 
Lord continue to grow+  

Pastor Matthias Albers from the Lutheran Church St. Pauls in Arcadia [Pretoria] 
working with the students on Youth ministry. Pastor Albers did this over a number of 
weeks. He is an expert in this area having been the Youth Pastor of the Free Evangelical 
Synod in South Africa for decades.  
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Students and staff mingle in front of Schulz-House at the farewell of Rev. Ernst-Alfred W. 
Weber DD after his teaching stint at the LTS this year. The weather was perfect - as usual! - 
the food was excellent and the entertainment hilarious. Everybody had a great time. No wonder 
the students ask: When is the next time? After the party is before the party!  

Prof. Dr. Cameron McKenzie [CTS Ft.Wayne, Indiana with the back to the camera] 
is being welcomed by Bishop David P. Tswaedi DD.  
The Seminary was invited by the Lutheran Church in Mofolo North on Pentecost and more 
than 20 students together with some teachers enjoyed the hospitality of this congregation 
celebrating its 50th anniversary on the 1st Sunday after Trinity i.e. in two weeks time.  
All were convinced this has to be repeated, because it was just so good! Even with blue 
skies and bright sun sky it was quite chilly: 16° Centigrade. That’s our winter for you.  
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Prof. Dr. Cameron McKenzie [CTS 
Ft.Wayne, Indiana] celebrating Pentecost 
in the Lutheran Church of Mofolo North. 
Thank God that the curse of Babel was 
overcome at Pentecost and that we can all 
hear the grace of God being proclaimed in 
our own tongue.  

 

Bishop David P. Tswaedi and Rev. Danisa.  
Rev. Danisa is presently the acting dean of the 
LCSA Gauteng diocese as his predecessor - Rev. 
Mosenogi - has taken a call to Botswana dioceses 
with MLC. The LCSA Church Council is having its 
regular meeting at the LTS on the 6.June. They are 
most welcome!  


