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Presidential Activities 

April 2010 
 

3 Preaching Engagements 
1 Sunday Presiding for Holy
 Communion at Unity 
1 Congregational Meeting 
11 District Meetings 
3 Meetings with Roger Sprengel 
10 Individual Consultations 
1/2Day looking at property in 
      Harrisburg 
7 Days C.O.P. (Placements, etc) 
4   Days travel 
2   Days Lutheran Older Adult  
     Retreat     
3   Days Vacation 

� An Invitation to Keep the Synod in Prayer 
 
 First of all, the Synod is not some big organization out there.  No, the 
LCMS is you and me and your congregation.  As members of the Synod, we are 
the Synod in this place, in Southern Illinois.  But what is the relationship between  
church and Synod? 

We believe that God gathers His Church in congregations around pulpit, 
altar, font.    Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice.” (John 10:27)  Where do we 
hear the voice of Jesus?  Where the Word of God is clearly proclaimed as He 
gave it and the sacraments administered according to His command.  So, in its 
most basic form, the church includes a preacher and his hearers, a congregation 
gathered by God’s Spirit through His Word. 

We confess, “I believe one, holy Christian (catholic, small c) and 
apostolic Church.”  The Church is one, because we have “one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all” (Ephesians 4:5).  The Church is holy, washed 
daily in the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, cleansed in 
the blood of Jesus.  The Church is catholic, Christian, that is, found wherever the 
Word of God is found.  The Church is apostolic, “built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone” (Ephesians 
2:20). 

Where do we see the Church?  We hear the Church confess the creeds.  
We see the Church at the altar, open-mouthed, receiving the body and blood of 
Jesus for the forgiveness of sins.  We watch the Church serve Christ in the world.  
We find the Church where Christ is preached and His sacraments are 
administered. 

The Church is called faithfully to confess Christ before the world and to 
serve one another in love.  This is why we have come together in a Synod – so 
that congregations and pastors may help each other confess Christ faithfully and 
to serve each other and the world in the love of Christ.  The LCMS is a 
confessional fellowship, that is, congregations, pastors, commissioned ministers 
bound by a common confession of faith in the Lutheran confessions, pledged to 
strengthen each other in the Word of God, eager to do together what none of us 
can do separately. 

We trust that God has given us to each other.  What do I mean?  It is no 
secret that in my family of origin, I am the oldest of seven.  I started life with no 
siblings, but then God gave me four brothers and two sisters.  I didn’t ask for 
them, but God gave them.  In the same way, when we are joined together in a 
Synod, in a confessional fellowship, the pastors and congregations near and far 
who share that confession are brothers and sisters in Christ.  We may not always 
see eye to eye (just as my brothers don’t always see everything the same as I do), 
but until proven otherwise, they are brothers and sisters in Christ.  God gave them 
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CALLING CONGREGATIONS  

SID PASTOR’S CALLS RECEIVED/ACCEPTED/RETURNED 
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to you.  That’s why we have circuits and districts – so that brothers and sisters nearby can relate to one another.  God 
gives us to each other. 

May these thoughts inform our work together when we come together as Synod in Houston in a few weeks.  22 
voting delegates and a half a dozen or so advisory delegates from Southern Illinois will join together with about 1400 or 
so brothers and sisters representing the 6000+ congregations of the Synod.  We do have some things to talk about:  
theology, structure, mission, mercy and elections.  But my purpose in writing today is simply to ask you to pray.  Pray 
for the leaders of our Synod.  Pray for our pastors, pray for our teachers and commissioned ministers, pray for the lay 
people and delegates, pray for each of our congregations.  Pray for unity in our confession.  Pray for the Lord’s strength 
for our mission and works of mercy.  Pray that God’s will be done.  Pray that more people may come to faith through the 
Word proclaimed and shared.  Pray for those you feel are on “the other side.”  Pray that the Lord bring us to a deeper 
sense of unity. 

All of these and more are the reasons we are having a “Day of the Word and Prayer,” May 8, at St. Paul, 
Columbia.  If you are able, come for part or all of the day (schedule inside this issue) to spend time in prayer.  This, by 
the way, is a good season for prayer, the time around Ascension (May 13) and Pentecost (May 23).  What were the 
disciples doing as they waited for Pentecost?  “With one accord they devoted themselves to prayer…” (Acts 1:14). 

May God bless and keep you!  May His Spirit send you out with Christ in your heart, His Word on your lips and 
His love in your work. 

TRINITY, ANNA—   Considering options, may call seminary graduate May 9 
ZION, BETHALTO —Engaged in self study process to prepare to call Senior Pastor. 
ST. PETER, CAMPBELL HILL —Called Rev. Alan Kornacki, of Morgon City, LA. (Received and Accepted) to be 
installed on May 16. 
ST JOHN, CHESTER—Assistant Pastor, Calling Candidate, receiving Seminarian Peter Ill, St. Louis. 
EMMAUS, DORSEY—Pastor, Calling Candidate, receiving Seminarian David Stratmann, St. Louis 
TRIITY, EDWARDSVILLE —Associate Pastor, Calling Candidate, receiving Seminarian John Shank, Fort Wayne 
(vicarage converting to a call) 
ZION, FARMERSVILLE—( Rev. Walter Byerley is serving) 
CHRIST, FAIRFIELD —(Served by seminary students, and profs) 
OUR REDEEMER, GOLCONDA/FAITH MISSION, HARRISBURG/EL DORADO—Vicarage application not 
filled, considering options, possible call for seminary graduate. 
ST. LUKE’S, OLMSTED —Rev. Paul Donner, Paducah, Ky. serving as Vacancy Pastor. 
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PRAYERS: 
 

For Ron GeRue, father of Pastor Keith GeRue, Trinity, Girard, has he recovers from surgery to remove a tumor. 
For Nancy Kollmeyer, wife of Chaplain David Kollmeyer, Chester Mental Health Center, as she recovers from surgery 
and faces the possibility of another surgery. 
For Paula Nelson, principal at Trinity, Edwardsville, is now under hospice care.  Please keep the family in your prayers. 
For Andy Kollmeyer, son of Rev. David Kollmeyer, who has Acute Myelogenic Leukemia and undergoing chemo. 
For John Eggerding, member of the SID Board of Directors,  as he recovers from chemo and surgeries. 
 For the mission efforts going on in Saline County, for Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School,  for the Freed 
In Christ program, and ALL the other mission efforts throughout the Southern Illinois District. 
 
 Please keep our brothers and sisters serving our country in the military in your prayers:  
 
Active duty Chaplains from the SID:  Lt. Col. Gregory Jans,  Capt. Gregory N. Todd, Lt. Col.. David Wilshek, and 
Capt. Jon Smithley. 
For Pfc. Adam Burch, son of Mary Barnett, Holy Cross, Collinsville, has returned from Iraq, is now at Ft. Leonard 
Wood. 
For Khotsi Tswaedi, son of Bishop David and Lucy Tswaedi, Southern Africa, in the U.S. Army, has returned to the  
US and serving in Dothan, Alabama. 
Lt. Commander Craig Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving in Okinawa. 
Lt. Carl Muehler  (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving at Norfolk, VA. 
Capt. Joshua Henschen (son of Ron and Ellen Henschen, teachers in Edwardsville) at Ft. Hood, TX. 
Capt. Drew Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) is stationed at Camp Carroll in Daegu, S. Korea. 
MM1 John Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) is now on the USS Nautilus, Groton, CT. 
Lt. Col. Robin Schultze (daughter-in-law of Shirley Schwartzkopf)  promoted to Col. effective July 2010   and being 
transferred to Travis AFB 
Sgt. Matthew Kasten (son of Steve and Marge Kasten, Hoyleton, IL.) U.S. Army has returned to Baghdad for 18 mo. 
Capt. Anthony Skeesick (son of Pastor Dale and Kathy Skeesick, St. Peter, Prairietown) is now back at Ft. Campbell, 
KY. 
Lt. Col. John Pepin (son-in-law of Pastor [Emeritus] and Lois Eckert)  is now serving at Scott AFB, IL. 
 
Please call Donna at 618-234-4767 or email to: sidexecsecretary@sidlcms.org to add your prayer request, or 
update the information above.  

“Pray the Lord of the harvest to send workers into the harvest field,” Jesus said.  He hears our prayers 
and provides workers through our seminaries and universities.  Please pray also for the 30 men who, 
at this writing, have not yet received placement into pastoral calls from our seminaries (9 from St. 
Louis and 21 from Fort Wayne).  There are many reasons for this, but the basic one is that we have for 
some time been struggling to find enough congregations that are financially capable of calling a full 
time pastor.  Pray that the Lord will prepare the way for this to happen.  I believe the Lord will 
provide places for all the graduates by the end of Summer 2010.  Therefore, pray for all the District 
Presidents who are looking for calls for these men (we’re looking at two more possible places in SID).  
But above all pray that all our pastors and candidates will serve the Lord faithfully, that many more 
may be brought to faith and life in Jesus.  Thanks and God bless! 

SPECIAL PRAYER:  
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PASTORS’ ANNIVERSARIES  
CELEBRATED 

 
The following pastors celebrated anniversaries of their ordination into the Holy Ministry in April  and received 
certificates.  If you, or someone you know had an anniversary (20, 25, 30, 35, etc.) during the month of April  
and their name is not on this list, please call Donna at the District Office so this can be taken care of right 
away.  Thank you. 
    
     No anniversaries in April 
    

Attention Congregation Constitution Committees 
 

If you are in the process, or thinking about, making changes to your Congregation’s Constitution  here are 
some guidelines to help you through the process: 
 
1. Congregations are encouraged to request copies of the most recent Synodical Guidelines.  You may access 

these guidelines by going to the LCMS.org website, click on the “Resources” link, then the 
“Congregations” link and there you will see a heading: “Administrative Resources” and there you will 
find:”view the guidelines for a congregation’s constitution and bylaws.” 

2. Remember not to put into effect  your changes until the changes have been approved by the Commission 
on Congregation Constitutions. 

3. Make a copy of your constitution and highlight the areas that have changed.  This will save a lot of time for 
the Commission on Congregation Constitutions. 

4. Keep a copy for yourself and then send a copy to the District President who will in turn forward your 
constitution to the Commission for review. 

5. After The Commission has reviewed your constitution they will take it to the Board of Directors for final 
approval. 

6. After the Board of Directors gives their approval, The Commission will notify you. 

Do you need a fill-in organist this summer?????? 
 

Joel Nehrt, son of Pastor Jeff Nehrt, is home for the summer from Concordia University where he is studying 
“Organ Music” and would be happy to fill-in for your vacationing organist.  For more information or to check 
his schedule, please call Pastor Jeff Nehrt at 618-292-4392 
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Welcome to Southern Illinois! 
Here are the gifts the Lord has given to His Church from our seminaries this year.  God be praised!  And may 

God bless them in the ministries to which they have been called or assigned. 

Seminarian David Stratman and his wife, Christine.  
Seminarian Stratmann, St. Louis,  will be Pastor at Emmaus, Dorsey  
after his ordination and installation sometime in August. 

Seminarian Peter Ill and his wife, Carrie. 
Seminarian Ill  is coming from the St. Louis Seminary and will be the 
associate Pastor at St. John, Chester. 

Seminarian John C. Shank and his wife, Casey. 
Seminarian Shank, Ft. Wayne, has been at Trinity, Edwardsville as 
their vicar and is now converting to a call as Associate Pastor at 
Trinity, Edwardsville.   

Vicar Jonathan Hemler, 
Signal Hill, Belleville 

Vicar Jason Holden. 
Our Savior, Carbondale 

Vicar Jordon Andreason, 
Zion, Litchfield 

Vicar Michael Musegades 
and his wife, Jenneane. 
Zion, Staunton 
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Southern Illinois District 
 Golf Scramble 

 
 
WHEN:    Monday-June 28, 2010 at 9:00 AM 
 
WHERE:    Oakbrook Golf Club 
    9157 Fruit Road 
    Edwardsville, IL 
 
FOR WHOM:  Pastors, teachers, lay members of SID Boards & Committees, 
    spouses, your high school/college age children. 
 
COST:   $23 with a cart for everyone ????  
 
LUNCH:   Provided by Thrivent 
 
 
In 2009 the District Office Executive Staff decided to hold just one golf scramble instead of the 
traditional two scrambles, one in June and one in August. That decision seemed to work out very well 
and so we will continue with that idea in mind.  Come and meet some new golfers! We had 25 golfers in 
2009. Come and have a good time! Teams will be chosen by drawing names from a hat.  It would help for 
planning lunch if you would notify the district office (618-234-4767) if you were planning on playing  
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AND FOR 
 THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT 

2010 
MAY 
 1 The Bob Streuter Memorial Golf Scramble (SID Foundation) at Okawville, 12:30 p.m. 
 2 Scholarship Endowment Sunday 
 3 Board of Spiritual Care & Supervision, 9:00 a.m. 
 3 Mission Offering Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 4 Revitalization Group Meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
 5 Lutheran Older Adult Advisory Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 6 “See The Miracle” Breakfast, 9:00 a.m. at Unity School in E. St. Louis 
 6 Prison Ministry Workshop at Camp Wartburg 
 6 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 7 CID/SID Staff Meeting, Springfield, IL. 
 8 Pastor’s Spring Conference and Day of Prayer, St. Paul, Columbia begins at 8:30 a.m. 
 13 “See The Miracle” Lunch, Noon at Unity School in E. St. Louis 
 13 Y.A.C. Meeting, 2:00 p.m.  
 16 “See The Miracle” Sunday Dinner, 1:00 p.m. at Unity School in E. St. Louis 
  
 21-24 Floor Committee Meetings at the I.C. 
 31 Holiday—District Office closed 
 
JUNE 
 1 Pastoral Conference Program Committee, 9:00 a.m. 
 1 Revitalization Group Meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
 3 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 7-9 Funding Academy-Carlinville 
 12 Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
 27 Synod Convention Delegates Open Forum—First Issue of Today’s Business at 
  Good Shepherd, Collinsville—1:30 p.m. 
 28 Church Workers Golf Outing– Oak Brook, Edwardsville, 9:00 a.m. 
 
JULY 
 1 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 10-17 LCMS Convention in Texas 
 17-21 Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
 22 Finance Committee, 5:15 p.m. 
 31 SID Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m. 
 
AUGUST 
 4 Lutheran Older Adult Advisory Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
 5 Board of Congregational Support, 5:30 p.m. 
 5 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 10 Day of Spiritual Renewal at Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School 
 30 Board of Spiritual Care and Supervision, 9:00 a.m.  
 



 
 
 

               IMPORTANT  NOTICE…….  
 

If you wish to continue receiving the 
district’s monthly newsletter (The InSIDe 
Word) via the U.S. Postal Service you need 
to write to us with your correct mailing 
address and tell us to continue mailing the 
InSIDe Word to you!  If we do not hear from 
you by June 10, 2010 we will assume you 
will go to our district website (sidlcms.org) 
to read the InSIDe Word, and your name 
will be removed from our mailing list 
effective with the July newsletter which is 
mailed at the end of June.     
 
Thank You 


