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Presidential Activities 

May 2010 
 
4 Preaching Engagements 
3 Presidential Visits 
1 Installation of a Pastor 
1 Sunday Presiding for Holy
 Communion at Unity 
6 Congregational Meeting 
8 District Meetings 
1 KFUO—Guest Speaker 
1 Issues Etc.—Round Table 
3 Meetings with Roger Sprengel 
15 Individual Consultations 
1 Funeral—Paula Nelson 
1 Day –Pastor’s Conf./Day of 
 Prayer 
1 Day Prison Ministry Workshop 
1 Day CID/SID Staff Meeting 
2 Days—Synod Floor Committee 
 Mtgs. 
2 Conference Calls 
2 Days Off 

� Life Shaped by the Holy Trinity 
 

 My own life in Christ began on Holy Trinity Sunday, May 31, 1953, in a 
little church on the North Dakota prairie, St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Niagara, 
ND, with water and the Word, really, “in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).  In that action, the Triune God from His 
side initiated a relationship with me. 
 Jesus prayed about His disciples and us, saying, “This is eternal life, that 
they know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 
17:3).  How do we know God and have life?  God has made known to us His 
NAME, in fact, He puts His NAME on us in Baptism, so that He might have an 
eternal relationship with us. 
 We live in that relationship in the Divine Service, beginning, as we do, 
“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” and ending with 
the three-fold benediction God gave to Aaron to give to the people: “The Lord 
spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 
bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord (Yahweh!) bless you 
and keep you;  the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  So shall they put 
my NAME upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them’” (Numbers 6:22-27, 
emphasis added). 
 Trinity Sunday is not about a dry doctrine no one understands.  The 
Bible’s teaching about God as one God in three persons reveals a God who 
desires a relationship with His people.  Psalm 149 says, “For the Lord takes 
pleasure in His people; He adorns the humble with salvation” (149:4).  In Jesus, 
we can trust that God takes pleasure in YOU! This desire and pleasure actually 
reflect the eternal relationships within the Trinity. 
 The Father is eternally the Father of the Son.  The Father and the Son are 
forever sending the Holy Spirit, who points us back to the Son.  The Father loves 
His Son and through the Son loves the world because He gave His Son for the 
world.  The Spirit, proceeding from Father and Son, over and over shows us the 
Son, crucified and raised from the dead for us.  Here is life!  He says.  Trust Him.  
Believe His Word of promise! 
 So what the blessed Holy Trinity desires more than anything is to draw 
each of us into this relationship with Him and to keep us forever in the life that 
comes through Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We so often, however, chase after 
other things we think will give life instead.  But things will fail, will run out, will 
lead astray if we seek them for their own sake.  The only real life can be found in 
the Holy Trinity. 
 As we confess in the creed, the Father has created us through the Son by 
the Spirit.  The Son, begotten and sent by the Father and witnessed by the Spirit, 
has redeemed us, purchased and won us, “from all sins, from death and from the 
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CALLING CONGREGATIONS  

SID PASTOR’S CALLS RECEIVED/ACCEPTED/RETURNED 
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Rev. Tony Troup, Immanuel, Waterloo has received a Call from St. Paul Lutheran Church, Wittenberg, WI. (Received) 
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TRINITY, ANNA—   Considering options, may call seminary graduate June 6, 2010. 
ZION, BETHALTO —Engaged in self study process to prepare to call Senior Pastor. 
ST JOHN, CHESTER—Assistant Pastor, Seminarian Peter Ill, St. Louis will be ordained and installed August 1,2010. 
EMMAUS, DORSEY—Pastor, Seminarian David Stratmann, St. Louis will be ordained and installed August 8, 2010. 
TRINITY, EDWARDSVILLE —Associate Pastor, Seminarian John Shank, Fort Wayne will be ordained and installed 
June 19, 2010. 
ZION, FARMERSVILLE—( Rev. Walter Byerley is serving) 
CHRIST, FAIRFIELD —(Served by seminary students, and profs) 
OUR REDEEMER, GOLCONDA/FAITH MISSION, HARRISBURG/EL DORADO—Vicarage application not 
filled, considering options, possible call for seminary graduate. 
ST. LUKE’S, OLMSTED —Rev. Paul Donner, Paducah, Ky. serving as Vacancy Pastor. 
 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, 
that I may be His own…” (Small Catechism).  The Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, has called us “by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith…” (Small Catechism). 
 Again, behind the precise doctrinal formulations of the three creeds (all necessary, mind you), is a God who is 
passionate about His desire to have you and me for Himself forever, to give us His divine life.  The Gospel for Trinity 
Sunday lays this out in such familiar detail, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:16-17).  When you confess the creed this 
Sunday, then, remember that it is all about the God who wants YOU, who in Jesus delights in YOU, as His Word says, 
“You shall be called ‘My delight is in her’ and your land ‘Married,’ for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be 
married” (Isaiah 62:4). 
 But Herb, I don’t feel it!  I don’t see it in my congregation, my class, the parents of my students.  I can’t find it 
in the structure of our district and Synod.  How can it be real when God’s people seem no different than the rest of the 
crowd, when the Christian faith is spoken against and believers are persecuted or effectively ignored? 
 These and 1001 other objections call for faith, trust that the Word of God will not lie to us, living in confidence 
that Christ has died and risen again, knowing nothing but Christ and Him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2), finding in His 
body and blood given and shed for you and for me the assurance that He will not go back on His Word, with Luther 
remembering in the face of the devil’s deceit, but “I am baptized!”  I bear the NAME, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the 
name more sure than anything else in all the universe. 
 All that is included in the “life shaped by the Holy Trinity.”  All of that was given to me May 31, 1953, and to 
you on the day of your Baptism.  All of it is summed up in the words, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14). 
 God’s peace to you in Jesus! 
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PRAYERS: 
For the family of Sarah Lewis,  Mother of Claudia Stallworth, teacher at Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary 
School in E. St. Louis.  Sarah was called home by our heavenly Father on May 21, 2010. 
For the family of Evelyn Barbey, mother of Pastor Dan Barbey, Immanuel, Mt. Olive.  Evelyn was called 
home by our heavenly Father on April 29. 
For the family of  Paula Nelson, principal at Trinity, Edwardsville.  Our heavenly Father called Paula home on 
Friday, May 7. 
For Janet Kumm, wife of Pastor Michael Kumm (Trinity, Millstadt), as she recovers from hip replacement 
surgery. 
For Bart Anderson, father of Faith Mueller, who suffered a heart attach May 24th and is receiving treatment in Dothan, 
Alabama. 
For the Sister of Annie Richardson, Unity School Secretary, who passed away in Chicago last week. 
For the family of Trudi Davis, mother of Shamaurie Andrews, our very first Unity student, who passed away and will 
be given Christian burial on May 29. 
For the mission efforts going on in Saline County, for Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School,  for the Freed 
In Christ program, and ALL the other mission efforts throughout the Southern Illinois District. 
 
 Please keep our brothers and sisters serving our country in the military in your prayers:  
 
Active duty Chaplains from the SID:  Lt. Col. Gregory Jans,  Capt. Gregory N. Todd, Lt. Col.. David Wilshek, and 
Capt. Jon Smithley. 
For Pfc. Adam Burch, son of Mary Barnett, Holy Cross, Collinsville, has returned from Iraq, is now at Ft. Leonard 
Wood. 
For Khotsi Tswaedi, son of Bishop David and Lucy Tswaedi, Southern Africa, in the U.S. Army, has returned to the  
US and serving in Dothan, Alabama. 
Lt. Commander Craig Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving in Okinawa. 
Lt. Carl Muehler  (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving at Norfolk, VA. 
Capt. Joshua Henschen (son of Ron and Ellen Henschen, teachers in Edwardsville) at Ft. Hood, TX. 
Capt. Drew Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) is stationed at Camp Carroll in Daegu, S. Korea. 
MM1 John Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) is now on the USS Nautilus, Groton, CT. 
Lt. Col. Robin Schultze (daughter-in-law of Shirley Schwartzkopf)  promoted to Col. effective July 2010   and being 
transferred to Travis AFB 
Sgt. Matthew Kasten (son of Steve and Marge Kasten, Hoyleton, IL.) U.S. Army has returned to Baghdad for 18 mo. 
Capt. Anthony Skeesick (son of Pastor Dale and Kathy Skeesick, St. Peter, Prairietown) is now back at Ft. Campbell, 
KY. 
Lt. Col. John Pepin (son-in-law of Pastor [Emeritus] and Lois Eckert)  is now serving at Scott AFB, IL. 
 
Please call Donna at 618-234-4767 or email to: sidexecsecretary@sidlcms.org to add your prayer request, or 
update the information above.  

PRAISE PRAYERS: 
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Metro-East Lutheran High School 
Planning Expansion 

 
The Board of Directors of Metro-East 
Lutheran High School announces their plans 
for a $2.2 Million in improvements and 
additions to the current facilities.  The 
building project known as the Building on the 
One Foundation Capital Campaign is funded 
through gifts and donations from supporters 
and community members. 
  
The new building will be a Multi-purpose 
center that will house a permanent stage with 
an enhanced assembly area, cafeteria and 
kitchen space, varsity locker rooms, and 
storage in addition to a practice gymnasium 
area to ease the pressure on the current 
gym.  The project will provide two additional 

classrooms as well. The new facility will be approximately 13,000 square feet.  Facade work is expected to begin in 
early summer with a formal groundbreaking planned for late summer/early fall.  
  

For more information on this story, please contact: Terri Mize at 618-656-0043 ext 122 or 
development@melhs.org 
  
Metro-East Lutheran High School is located at 6305 Center Grove Road • Edwardsville, Il 62025 • Main (618) 656-
0043 • Fax (618) 656-3315 • Daniel Kostencki, Principal • www.melhs.org 

PRAY FOR THE SYNOD – PRAY FOR OUR LEADERS 
 
No doubt you may even be tired by now of hearing about the Synod Convention next month in Houston, July 
10-17, 2010.  At this point I am simply writing to encourage prayer.  Pray for the leaders of our Synod, 
whether you agree with them or not.  Pray for the candidates for president and other offices.  Pray for the 
delegates, that God would grant wisdom and discernment.  Pray that as the delegates consider various options 
and proposals that God’s name would be glorified, God’s people blessed, and many more come to know God’s 
love in Jesus.  Pray that our leaders and our delegates (and each of us) be kept faithful to the Word of God and 
the confessions of our church.  
                
Please also pray for me (Pr. Herb Mueller) as my name has been placed on the ballot. Pray that I continue to 
see and to place everything in God’s hands.  Pray that His will be done, for His will for us is always 
good.  Pray that God leads us forward, trusting only His Word.  Pray for the leaders of your district, that we 
might serve faithfully.  Most of all, pray for those who do not yet know Christ that they may hear His Word 
clearly.  Pray for the pastors, teachers, DCEs, Deaconesses and other workers of our district that we may bring 
the Word of God into the lives of our people with passion and God’s power.  Pray that Christ crucified and 
risen from the dead would be lifted up in all we say and do.  Thanks and God bless! 
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Pastors present for the 
installation  of Rev. Alan Kornacki, 
Jr. of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Campbell Hill, IL on May 16, 2010.  
Pictured, from left to right, front 
row:  SID President Herbert 
Mueller; Pastor Mark Buetow, 
Bethel, Dequoin (St. Peter’s 
Vacancy Pastor); Pastor Kornacki, 
Pastor Ralph Lauger, Holy Cross,  
Renault;  Pastor Randall Moritz, 
Zion/Trinity, Pinckneyville/Conant.  
Back row, from left to right, Pastor 
William Weedon, St. Paul, Hamel; 

Pastor John Taggatz, St. John, Baldwin; Pastor Tim Zechiel, Immanuel, West Point and St. Paul, Wine Hill; 
Pastor Richard Rudnik, Grace, Houma, Louisiana; Pastor Alan Janneke, St. Mark, Steeleville; Pastor James 
Leistico, St. John Ruma and St. Peter, Evansville, IL.; Pastor Bruce Cameron, St. John, Sparta.   
Pastor Kornacki comes to us from Louisiana.  He and his wife, Faith, are blessed with three children, Alexis, 
Michael and Molly.  Welcome to Southern Illinois and to Campbell Hill! 

Rev. Alan Kornacki, Jr. Installed at Campbell Hill 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE……. 
 

If you wish to continue receiving the 
district’s monthly newsletter (The 
InSIDe Word) via the U.S. Postal Service 
you need to write to us with your correct 
mailing address and tell us to continue 
mailing the InSIDe Word to you!  If we 
do not hear from you by June 10, 2010 
we will assume you will go to our district 
website (sidlcms.org) to read the InSIDe 
Word, and your name will be removed 
from our mailing list effective with the 
July newsletter which is mailed at the 
end of June.    Thank You 

PASTORS’ ANNIVERSARIES  
CELEBRATED 

 
The following pastors celebrated anniversaries of their 
ordination into the Holy Ministry in May and received 
certificates.  If you, or someone you know had an 
anniversary (20, 25, 30, 35, etc.) during the month of 
May and their name is not on this list, please call 
Donna at the District Office so this can be taken care 
of right away.  Thank you. 
    
No anniversaries in May 
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Southern Illinois District 
 Golf Scramble 

 
 
WHEN:    Monday-June 28, 2010 at 9:00 AM 
 
WHERE:    Oakbrook Golf Club 
    9157 Fruit Road 
    Edwardsville, IL 
 
FOR WHOM:  Pastors, teachers, lay members of SID Boards & Committees, 
    spouses, your high school/college age children. 
 
COST:   $23 with a cart for everyone ????  
 
LUNCH:   Provided by Thrivent 
 
 
In 2009 the District Office Executive Staff decided to hold just one golf scramble instead of the 
traditional two scrambles, one in June and one in August. That decision seemed to work out very well 
and so we will continue with that idea in mind.  Come and meet some new golfers! We had 25 golfers in 
2009. Come and have a good time! Teams will be chosen by drawing names from a hat.  It would help for 
planning lunch if you would notify the district office (618-234-4767) if you were planning on playing.  
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AND FOR 
 THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT 

2010 
 
JUNE 
 1 Pastoral Conference Program Committee, 9:00 a.m. 
 1 Revitalization Group Meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
 3 Mission Staff Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
 7-9 Funding Academy-Carlinville 
 12 Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
 21 Lutheran Older Adult Retreat Committee, 10:00 a.m. at the District Office 
 22 Scholarship Committee, 9:00 a.m. 
 23 Office and Personnel Committee, 9:00 a.m. 
 27 Synod Convention Delegates Open Forum—First Issue of Today’s Business at 
  Good Shepherd, Collinsville—1:30 p.m. 
 28 Church Workers Golf Outing– Oak Brook, Edwardsville, 9:00 a.m. 
 
JULY 
 1 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 10-17 LCMS Convention in Texas 
 17-21 Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
 22-25 LLL Convention in Omaha 
 22 Finance Committee, 5:15 p.m. 
 31 SID Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m. 
 
AUGUST 
 5 Board of Congregational Support, 5:30 p.m. 
 5 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 10 Day of Spiritual Renewal at Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School 
 11 Lutheran Older Adult  - 6:30 p.m. 
 30 Board of Spiritual Care and Supervision, 9:00 a.m. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 2 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 6 Labor Day Holiday—District Office closed 
 18 Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
 
OCTOBER 
 4-5 SID Fall Pastor’s Conference—Pere Marquette 
 7 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 9-11 Jr. High Youth Retreat at Camp Wartburg 
 21 SID LWML Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
 30 SID Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m. 
  
 


