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Presidential Activities 

January 2010 
 
2 Preaching Engagements 
1 Installation 
1 Circuit Presentation 
1 KFUO Radio “Ask the Pastor”  
3 Days Theological Conf.  
2 Days Symposium in Ft. Wayne 
4 Congregational Meetings 
3 District Meetings 
3 Meetings with Roger Sprengel 
6 Individual Consultations 
1   Day Doxology in Springfield 
1 Day LCFS Board Meeting-
 Chicago 
4    Days travel to/from—Ft.     
 Wayne, Sprinfield, Chicago 

� What Is Really Going On Here? 
 Something caught my eye in the Gospel for today (yes, I’m writing on 
Sunday evening).  Maybe you saw it too, if you are in Lectionary Series C.  In 
Luke chapter 4, Jesus has taught in Nazareth and been rejected.  Then, in today’s 
Gospel, He goes down to Capernaum where, teaching in the synagogue, He meets 
up with a man with an unclean spirit.  And here is what caught my eye – the 
demon knew who Jesus was! 
 When the man saw Jesus, the demon cried out, “Ha! What have you to do 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are – 
the Holy One of God!” (Luke 4:34).  After Jesus ordered the evil spirit to come 
out of him, the people were astonished at His authority.  Then Jesus went to 
Simon’s house and healed his mother-in-law of a fever.  After that they were 
bringing all kinds of sick people and people oppressed by demons to Him to be 
healed and delivered.  Again, the demons knew Him, Luke tells us, saying as they 
came out, “You are the Son of God.”  But Jesus did not allow them to speak, 
“because they knew that He was the Christ.” (Luke 4:41). 
 No one else knew yet who Jesus really is (this is quite early in His 
ministry), but the demons did!  And they were afraid because they knew that 
Jesus had come to destroy their diabolical kingdom.  When you think about it, as 
Jesus went about His task of preaching and teaching the Kingdom of God, there 
are things happening on two levels. 
 There is the level of what you can see and hear, what is visible and 
audible to us.  Christ is announcing the Kingdom of God.  In Christ, God is at 
work to extend His Kingdom, advance His rule in the hearts of people.  That’s 
what we hear.  But underneath, the demons appear to be recognizing what is 
really going on.  Christ has invaded what they consider to be THEIR kingdom.  
So they know Him and cry out in fear.  He will not let them speak because He 
doesn’t want His kingdom announced by demons.  But they recognize what is 
happening. 
 Christ has come to destroy the devil’s kingdom and to bring in the 
Kingdom of God, the reign and the rule of God.  Christ rules, not by power, at 
least not now, not yet, but rules in what actually appears to be great weakness, yet 
is the greatest strength of all.  He rules by going to the cross, by absorbing in 
Himself all the punishment for sin, by suffering the worst, even allowing death 
and hell to take Him for a time.  But then, in the words of the hymn, “Jesus has 
come!  Now see bonds rent asunder! Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear.  
See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder! He sets us free from our guilt 
and our fear” (LSB 533:2) because He rose from the dead 
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CALLING CONGREGATIONS  

SID PASTOR’S CALLS RECEIVED/ACCEPTED/RETURNED 
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 He lives to forgive our sins.   He lives to rule in our hearts because He has forgiven our sins.  By that Word of 
forgiveness, He is establishing His kingdom, His rule, one heart, one believing soul at a time.  He is at work wherever 
His Word is advancing. 
 That is the reality of what is happening in your preaching and teaching, in your pastoral work, in your teaching 
work, your classroom and school.  Christ is advancing His Kingdom.  But here also there are two levels.  There is what 
we can see and hear – pastors preaching, teachers teaching, helping, leading, pointing people to Christ, bringing His 
Word of forgiveness. 
 There is a spiritual reality underneath.  Right in your classroom, right in your pulpit, the devil’s kingdom is 
being invaded, over thrown, so that Christ can rule, forgive and bring life and salvation.  That’s what God’s Spirit is 
doing by the Word.  But just like the demons in Jesus’ day were cast out kicking and screaming, so the devil doesn’t go 
easy today.  That’s why the work we have been given as pastors and teachers is often hard.  The devil works hardest to 
keep people from the Word because the devil knows the Word gives life, just like the demons knew Jesus was the Christ 
before anyone else did. 
 Remember, then, when you preach and teach that Word, there is someone who wants to disrupt that Word in 
every way possible.  But remember and take comfort in the fact that Christ has defeated Satan by His death and 
resurrection, that Christ Himself promises, “On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18).  He will build the church.  He will capture hearts with His story.  It’s why Jesus said, “I 
must preach the good news of the kingdom of God … for I was sent for this purpose” (Luke 4:43). Through His Word 
He now gives us everything we need to be faithful in our preaching and teaching.  So then, go and live in the reality that, 
through you, Christ is extending His kingdom, come what may!  Nothing on earth, no one from Hell, can stop you, can 
stop the Word you bring.  Take heart!  You serve the winning side!  The victory is already won.    
 Blessings to you always, in Jesus! 

 

   

TRINITY, ANNA—   Rev. Wade Butler of Evansville, IN serving as Vacancy Pastor. 
ZION, BETHALTO —Engaged in self study process to prepare to call Senior Pastor. 
ST. PETER, CAMPBELL HILL —Received Call list on Feb. 1; Rev. Mark Buetow serving as Vacancy Pastor. 
EMMAUS, DORSEY—Calling a Seminary Graduate 
ZION, FARMERSVILLE—( Rev. Walter Byerley is serving) 
CHRIST, FAIRFIELD —(Served by seminary students, and profs) 
ST. LUKE’S, OLMSTED —Rev. Paul Donner, Paducah, Ky. serving as Vacancy Pastor. 
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For the family of Marilyn Hebenstreit , sister to Vicki Nicely (our district archivist), as she was called  home by our 
heavenly Father  on January 22. 
For the family of Rev. John A. Moyer, father of  Rev. Thomas Moyer, Our Savior, Hillsboro who was called home by 
our heavenly Father on 01/12/2010. 
For the family of Nancy Woolery, wife of Pastor Wayne Woolery (formerly of Trinity, Centralia) who was called home 
by our heavenly Father on 12/20/2009. 
For Pastor Elmer Schwartzkopf, emeritus, as he is dealing with health concerns. 
For Paula Nelson, principal at Trinity, Edwardsville, as she undergoes radiology and chemo treatments. 
For Andy Kollmeyer, son of Rev. David Kollmeyer, who has Acute Myelogenic Leukemia and undergoing chemo. 
For John Eggerding, member of the SID Board of Directors, as he undergoes chemotherapy. 
For Pastor Tim Weiser, Trinity Iuka, as he continues with his cancer treatments. 
For the Mission Efforts going on in Saline County, Illinois. 
 
 Please keep our brothers and sisters serving our country in your prayers:  
 
Active duty Chaplains from the SID:  Lt. Col. Gregory Jans,  Capt. Gregory N. Todd, Lt. Col.. David Wilshek, and 
Capt. Jon Smithley. 
For Pfc. Adam Burch, son of Mary Barnett, Holy Cross, Collinsville, serving in the U.S. Army in Iraq. 
For Khotsi Tswaedi, son of Bishop David and Lucy Tswaedi, Southern Africa, in the U.S. Army, has returned to the  
US and serving in Georgia. 
Lt. Commander Craig Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving in San Diego. 
Lt. Carl Muehler  (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving at Norfolk, VA. 
Capt. Joshua Henschen (son of Ron and Ellen Henschen, teachers in Edwardsville) at Ft. Hood, TX. 
Capt. Drew Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) is stationed at Ft. Benning, GA.. 
MM1 John Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) has returned with the USS Albuquerque and is 
now in San Diego. 
Lt. Col. Robin Schultze (daughter-in-law of Shirley Schwartzkopf)  is now at Fort McNair, DC. as a National Defense 
University Nurse.   
Sgt. Matthew Kasten (son of Steve and Marge Kasten, Hoyleton, IL.) U.S. Army has returned to Baghdad for 18 mo. 
Capt. Anthony Skeesick (son of Pastor Dale and Kathy Skeesick, St. Peter, Prairietown) is now back at Ft. Campbell, 
KY. 
Lt. Col. John Pepin (son-in-law of Pastor [Emeritus] and Lois Eckert)  is now serving at Scott AFB, IL. 
 
Please call Donna at 618-234-4767 to add your prayer request, or update the information above.  

For Linus Milton Augustine Curtis,  born on Jan. 6 at 4:59 a.m. (at the intersection of 159 & 140).  Parents 
are Rev. Heath and Rebekah Curtis of Trinity/Zion, Worden/Carpenter.  
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PASTORS’ ANNIVERSARIES  
CELEBRATED  

 
The following pastors celebrated anniversaries of their ordination into the Holy Ministry in January and received 
certificates.  If you, or someone you know had an anniversary (20, 25, 30, 35, etc.) during the month of January and 
their name is not on this list, please call Donna at the District Office so this can be taken care of right away.  Thank you. 
    
Rev. David Fletcher    25 Years   01/06/2010 
Ch. Gregory Jans    20 Years   01/07/2010 
Rev. Arnold Wagner    65 Years   01/01/2010 

 
Pastor Darwin Schrader 
Installed at Okawville 

 
On Sunday, January 24, Rev. 
Darwin Schrader was installed at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Okawville as their interim pastor.  
For this special occasion 
President Herbert Mueller 
preached the sermon on “We Are 
Members In One Body” 1 
Corinthians 12:12-31, President 
Mueller also performed the 
installation. 
 
After the service cake and punch 
was served and fellowship was 
enjoyed by everyone. 

“The Jesus Painter” 
Mike Lewis, “The Jesus Painter”, 
known for his appearances at national 
LCMS youth gatherings, will perform 
at St. John’s Lutheran School in Red 
Bud on Saturday, February 6.  The 
high school youth will hold a spaghetti 
dinner at 6 p.m. in the gym.  Mike will 
begin his hour-long performance at 7 
p.m.  The ticket cost for meal and 
performance is $13 (in advance) and 
$15 (at the door) for adults and $5 for 
children ages 5-11 (under 5 are free).  
The cost for just the performance is $5 
(ages 5+).  Call the church office at 
282-3873 to reserve a ticket.  Two of 
his paintings will be auctioned off. 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
104 East South 6th Street 

Red Bud, IL.  62278 
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Trinity, Edwardsville, has recently added to their pastoral staff.  
Joining Senior Pastor Martin Springer (pictured at center) are 
Pastor Mark Sell (pictured at left) as part time visitation pastor 
and Vicar John Shank (pictured at right) to work in the areas of 
outreach and assimilation.  May God bless their work together. 

Installations in Southern Illinois 

On December 13, 2009, Our Savior, 
Carmi installed a new pastor, Rev. 
Dean Spooner.  Present for the 
installation: Back Row– L to right: 
Pastor Michael Kettner (Christ-
Jacob), Pastor Theodore Mayes 
(Immanuel– Murphysboro, Circuit 
Counselor), Pastpr Thomas Kramer 
(Hope-Mt. Carmel).  Front Row—L-
R: Pastor Ryan Fehrmann (Grace-
Paris, IL), Pastor Dean Spooner,  
Pastor Kirk Horstmeyer (Immanuel-
Evansville, IN), Vicar Matthew Tassey 
(Faith Lutheran Mission, Saline 
County). 

On December 13, 2009, Zion-
Pinckneyville and Trinity-Conant 
installed Rev. Randall Moritz as their 
new pastor.  Pictured here assisting in 
the installation are (front, left to right), 
Pastor Leonard Laetsch (Hope, 
Highland), Pastor Moritz,  Pastor  
David Wiist (Evansville, IN.); Pastor 
Ron Jansen (Vacancy Pastor at Zion 
and Trinity); and (back, left to right) 
Pastor John Taggatz (St. John, 
Baldwin), Pastor E. James Rivett (Our 
Redeemer, Golconda), Pastor Carl 
Miller (Chaplain, Tamms Prison), 
Pastor Tim Zechiel (St. Paul-Wine Hill 
and Immanuel-West Point), SID 
President Herbert Mueller. 
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2010 Budget Summary 
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A large portion is immediately sent to the national Synod to be used for the reasons we join Synod – Higher Education, Missions, 
Synodical offices, etc.  How much?  In 2010 27% of District receipts from congregations are sent to Synod.  For 2010 that comes to 
$252,450 out of congregational commitments of $935,000.  Another large portion is used within the District.  In 2010 we will spend 
$408,758 for SID Mission work (missions, prison and campus ministry – work done on behalf of the congregations).  A somewhat 
larger amount (ca $462,524) is earmarked for services that support SID congregations in their work.  Let’s break that down in terms 
of “cents on the dollar.”  The 2010 District Budget adopted by the Board of Directors calls for spending a total of $1,123,732 (2009: 
$1,107,238). 
 
Of Every Dollar the District  plans to spend in 2010… 
$.225 goes to Synod (27% of congregational commitments). 
$.365 goes to all District Mission work.  Of that, $.036 is for Mission & Congregational Subsidies, etc. 
$.184 is for Prison Ministry, $.075 is for Campus Ministry, and $.07 is for Mission expansion (East St. Louis Mission School, 
Hispanic Mission,  mission site exploration, etc.) 
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Plus! Even more money is raised outside the general budget for prison ministry and the East St. Louis mission school.  And… what 
we send to Southern Africa is also extra money, over and above this amount! What about all the rest?  How do we spend the last 
$.41 to support congregations in their work? 

$.16 provides for the President’s Office (Salaries, Benefits, Auto, Circuit Counselors, PALS, etc.) 
$.18 provides for General Office and Support Staff needs (Salaries, Benefits, Auto, Postage, Utilities, Supplies, Accounting 
Services, Maintenance, Utilities) 
$.005 pays the expenses of other Boards and Commissions of the District. 
$.065 provides various Special Services for congregations (Lutheran Witness, Lutheran Church Extension Fund, etc. – most 
support here comes from income beyond congregational giving) 

 
Since the focus of ministry in SID is on delivering God’s Word and Sacraments through people, primarily called workers, the vast 
majority of our expenditures support salaries and benefits. 
�
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About 85% of the District’s income comes from the congregations.  Much of the other income is committed for specific purposes – 
e.g. Lutheran Witness subscriptions go for Lutheran Witness costs.   
 
Here’s how it all breaks down: 
Congregational Commitments   (2009 was $950,000)    $935,000.00 
Lutheran Witness Subscriptions                                $  40,155.00 
Rent and Usage Fees                    $  13,020.00   

Reimbursements from LCEF         $  26,604.00               

Investments & Other                $       295.00                        

Prison Ministry Reimbursements                     $  25,798.00  

2010 Projected Income                 $1,040,872.00 
Bequest & Special Gift for Unity Mission School          $  32,958.00 
Cash on hand 1/1/2010              $  49,902.00 
Total Funds Available                               $1,123,732.00 
 
Christ is our One Sure Hope!  We are called to make disciples of Jesus by baptizing and teaching (Matthew 28: 19-20).  The core of 
the district’s work is to support and encourage ministries of Word and Sacrament.  The District Budget therefore is mostly salaries 
and subsidies that support salaries of church workers.  We have no debt, no deficits.  However, to expand in more ministries, such as 
a deaconess for prison ministry, we need to raise more money (or spend less elsewhere).  That’s why we are laying this before you. 
 
President Herb Mueller 
On behalf of the Board of Directors 
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AND FOR 
 THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT 

2010 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
 1 Board of Spiritual Care and Supervision, 9:00 a.m. 
 3 Lutheran Older Adult Advisory Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 4 Board of Congregational Support, 5:30 p.m. 
 4 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 9 Prison Ministry Task Force Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
 11 Stewardship Task Force Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
 17 Ash Wednesday 
 19-20  Regional Convention Delegate Caucus, St. Louis, MO. 
  
MARCH 
 4 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 7-13 National Lutheran Schools Week 
 20 Mission Board Meeting at Edwardsville, 9:00 a.m. 
 
APRIL  
 1 Maundy Thursday 
 2 Good Friday 
 4 EASTER 
 15 SID LWML Board of Directors, 9:30 a.m. 
 17 SID Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m.  
 
MAY 
 1 The Bob Streuter Memorial Golf Scramble (SID Foundation) at Okawville 
 3 Board of Spiritual Care & Supervision, 9:00 a.m. 
 5 Lutheran Older Adult Advisory Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 6 Prison Ministry Workshop at Camp Wartburg 
 6 S.A.M.T.F. 7:00 p.m. 
 31 Holiday—District Office closed 


