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Presidential Activities 

March 2010 
 

2 Preaching Engagements 
1 Sunday Presiding for Holy
 Communion at Unity 
1 Congregational Meeting 
3 District Meetings 
2 Meetings with Roger Sprengel 
5 Individual Consultations 
1 District Interview 
2 Days Great Lakes Regional DP 
 Meeting 
4   Days travel 
12 Days in So. Africa 
2 Vacation Days 

� The Resurrection Heart of Our Teaching 
 
 “If for this life only we had hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to 
be pitied, but now in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who had fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:19-20).  This is one of my favorite 
Bible passages because it expresses the heart of our resurrection theology.  Christ 
is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Physically, bodily, in every way, Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead.  The grave was empty.  There are no bones about it! 
 Every time something leads me to doubt, I come back to this.  Jesus 
Christ lives!  Hear about some atheist waxing worldly wise about things?  
Remember this – Jesus lives!  The latest scientific discovery purports to make 
God superfluous?  Jesus rose from the dead.  Suffering raising questions and 
doubts in your mind?  The grave was empty – His suffering is finished, and by 
His resurrection He assures us that nothing, not even death itself, can separate us 
from His love. 
 Are you worried about your sins?  Jesus was put to death for our 
transgressions and raised again for our justification, our forgiveness (Romans 
4:25).  Do you ever wonder if His Word is true?  Again and again, Jesus told His 
disciples He was going to be crucified, killed, and then rise from the dead.  Easy 
to say, but Jesus went and did it!  You can trust what He says.  Are you concerned 
for what’s coming down the pike?  Because Jesus rose from the dead, He has 
opened up for you an eternal future. 
 I once read an Easter sermon on Mark’s resurrection account (16:1-8), 
which ends rather abruptly with the news of the resurrection.  The title of the 
message?  “Left Hanging on the Resurrection.”  That’s where we are.  Everything 
hangs on this – Jesus lives.  It’s the reason many of those who first saw Him alive 
after He was resurrected were willing to go to their death rather than give up on 
Him.  They knew He would never give up on them.  They knew He had the means 
to bring them through death to life eternal.  They trusted what we proclaim at the 
side of every grave, that Jesus will come from heaven and “change our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him 
to subject all things to Himself” (Philippians 3:20f). All that hangs on the 
resurrection. 
 You and I, with every passing year, experience more aches and pains.  It 
becomes more and more obvious that our bodies are breaking down.  Change and 
decay all around we see, particularly in our own faces.  That’s just a little 
reminder that this body, wracked with sin as it is, will have to be given up.  There 
will be a day, we don’t know when, where the Lord will say, “You see that body 
of yours?  It’s time to turn it in.  Give it back to me, because I’m going to give 
you a brand new one in the resurrection.”  That’s how God works, by death and 
resurrection – first for Jesus, and now for us.  That’s what it means that He is the 
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“first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 
 “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!” is our cry.  And there’s no better news.  You and I have been sent by the 
risen Lord Himself to herald this news, to make this proclamation.  Whenever you step into  your pulpit, or walk into 
your classroom, or stand by the bed side, or sit to hear confessions, you are a herald of the resurrection.  You represent a 
living Savior, whose Word, because He lives, is filled with life-giving power.  He calls you to follow Him, through pain 
and trouble, through death itself, to life eternal.  He shows us by His resurrection what He has in store for us.  Now we 
hear and believe His Word.  Now we remember our Baptism, when we were united with His death and resurrection. Now 
we eat at His Table, feasting on His Body and Blood, the food of immortality. 
 Take away the resurrection of Jesus, and it all means nothing.  But because He lives, truly lives, all the promises 
of God are fulfilled in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20).  Jesus laid it out for us: “This is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:40). 
 May the Holy Spirit of God strengthen you in your faith and your teaching and preaching of the resurrection of 
our Lord.  He will provide for, after all, remember, He lives!  

TRINITY, ANNA—   Rev. Wade Butler of Evansville, IN serving as Vacancy Pastor. 
ZION, BETHALTO —Engaged in self study process to prepare to call Senior Pastor. 
ST. PETER, CAMPBELL HILL —Rev. Mark Buetow serving as Vacancy Pastor, Called Rev. Alan Kornacki, of 
Morgon City, LA. (Received) 
EMMAUS, DORSEY—Calling a Seminary Graduate 
ZION, FARMERSVILLE—( Rev. Walter Byerley is serving) 
CHRIST, FAIRFIELD —(Served by seminary students, and profs) 
ST. LUKE’S, OLMSTED —Rev. Paul Donner, Paducah, Ky. serving as Vacancy Pastor. 
 

ONGOING AMBASSADORS 
FOR CHRIST 

 
Th is  g roup  o f  Ongo ing 
Ambassadors for Christ served 
Our Savior ’s Lutheran in 
Hillsboro during an outreach 
weekend in February. They 
enjoyed sharing their faith 
through singing, puppet shows 
and dramas, Bible studies and 
witnessing at the church, in the 
community, and at a local nursing 
home.  



������������	� �

For the family of Rev. Arnold O. Wagner, emeritus, who was called home by our heavenly Father on Mar. 16, 2010. 
For Nancy Kollmeyer, wife of Chaplain David Kollmeyer, Chester Mental Health Center, as she recovers from surgery 
and faces the possibility of another surgery. 
For the family of Sidney Girardin, father of Pastor Mark Girardin, Trinity, Centralia, as he was called home by our 
heavenly Father. 
For the family of Jason Faulkner, brother of Rev. David Faulkner (formerly of Trinity, Millstadt) who was called home 
by our heavenly Father on February  24, 2010. 
For Paula Nelson, principal at Trinity, Edwardsville, as she has returned to the hosp. several times this past month. 
For Andy Kollmeyer, son of Rev. David Kollmeyer, who has Acute Myelogenic Leukemia and undergoing chemo. 
For John Eggerding, member of the SID Board of Directors, as he undergoes chemotherapy. 
For the Mission Efforts going on in Saline County, Illinois. 
 
 Please keep our brothers and sisters serving our country in your prayers:  
 
Active duty Chaplains from the SID:  Lt. Col. Gregory Jans,  Capt. Gregory N. Todd, Lt. Col.. David Wilshek, and 
Capt. Jon Smithley. 
For Pfc. Adam Burch, son of Mary Barnett, Holy Cross, Collinsville, serving in the U.S. Army in Iraq. 
For Khotsi Tswaedi, son of Bishop David and Lucy Tswaedi, Southern Africa, in the U.S. Army, has returned to the  
US and serving in Dothan, Alabama. 
Lt. Commander Craig Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving in San Diego. 
Lt. Carl Muehler  (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now serving at Norfolk, VA. 
Capt. Joshua Henschen (son of Ron and Ellen Henschen, teachers in Edwardsville) at Ft. Hood, TX. 
Capt. Drew Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) is stationed at Ft. Benning, GA.. 
MM1 John Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Zion, Bethalto) has returned with the USS Albuquerque and is 
now in San Diego. 
Lt. Col. Robin Schultze (daughter-in-law of Shirley Schwartzkopf)  is now at Fort McNair, DC. as a National Defense 
University Nurse.   
Sgt. Matthew Kasten (son of Steve and Marge Kasten, Hoyleton, IL.) U.S. Army has returned to Baghdad for 18 mo. 
Capt. Anthony Skeesick (son of Pastor Dale and Kathy Skeesick, St. Peter, Prairietown) is now back at Ft. Campbell, 
KY. 
Lt. Col. John Pepin (son-in-law of Pastor [Emeritus] and Lois Eckert)  is now serving at Scott AFB, IL. 
 
Please call Donna at 618-234-4767 to add your prayer request, or update the information above.  

HE IS RISEN!!!! 
 
Praise God for the great news that Pastor Tim Weiser, Trinity, Iuka, is now cancer free! 
 
Praise God for the birth of Logan Dale Messer, grandson of Lynn Lukomski, principal of Immanuel, 
Okawville.  Logan was born on Sunday, March 14, weighed 7lbs. 4 oz. and 19 inches long. 
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PASTORS’ ANNIVERSARIES  
CELEBRATED 

 
The following pastors celebrated anniversaries of their ordination into the Holy Ministry in March and 
received certificates.  If you, or someone you know had an anniversary (20, 25, 30, 35, etc.) during the month 
of March and their name is not on this list, please call Donna at the District Office so this can be taken care of 
right away.  Thank you. 
    
Rev William Gleason    25 Years   03/24/2010 
    

Trinity, Hoyleton 
Places 4th in Scholar Bowl 

 
Trinity Lutheran School in Hoyleton finished 4th in the recent 
Scholar Bowl hosted by Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School.   
Participants were:  Front row: Alyssa Schnitker and SammiJo 
Schnitker.  Middle row: Mrs. Bourgeois, Mitchel Kroger, Blake 
Kasten, Jared Brammeier.  Back row:  Kyle Schnitker, Lindsey 
Hafford, Jessica Weihe, Miss Bachmann. 
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Family Convocation 
At 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Carlyle, IL 

April 24, 2010 
 

ROOTED AND ESTABLISHED IN LOVE 
Building Forever Families 

 
“ I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power together with all the saints, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, 
being filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”   Ephesians 3: 16-19 
 
WHO ? Topics for every kind of family, including empty-nesters, young or old,  whether struggling with 
  Parenting challenges or other spiritual issues, family, single, or widow (er), all will find topics geared 
  toward helping build homes on Christ the Savior. 
 
WHAT ?  This conference on and for the family seeks to present Christians of all ages Biblically-sound anchoring 
  our homes in God’s grace in Christ.  Speakers will address family worship and devotional life, prayer, 
  setting Godly relationship boundaries, discipline of children, raising up-apologetically Godly men and 
  women, identifying our roles after divorce and loss of spouse, and more. 
 
WHEN ? April 24, 2010—8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE ?  Messiah Lutheran Church—1091 13th Street—Carlyle, IL.  62231;  618-594-3912 or email:  
 carlylemlc@sbcglobal.net  (subject line please type in: Registration Family Convocation) 
 

SCHEDULE 
 

8:30-8:45  Registration/Snacks – Coffee and Donuts 
8:45-9:00  Welcome – “Challenges and Opportunities – Why are we here? And What can we do?”    
           Rev. Steve Sommerer 

 
(The breakout topics are numbered and explained below.  Read through the offered presentations and choose 

one per breakout session.  As you RSVP by phone, mail or email, please let us know your desired breakout sessions by 
number or presenter’s name.)   

 
9:00-9:55   Breakout—choose from 1,5,6, or 7 (presentation 5 is in 2 parts) 
10:00-10:45 Breakout—choose from 4,5, or 12 (part 2 of session of 5) 
11:00-12:00  Lunch 
12:15-1:00 Breakout—choose from 2, 9, or 11 
1:15—2:00 Breakout—choose from 3,8, or 10 
2:00-2:30    Closing Devotions 
 
       (Breakout topics and list of presenters on next page) 
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“ROOTED AND ESTABLISHED IN LOVE” 
Breakout Topics and Presenters 

 
Choose 4 topics to include with your RSVP! 
1. Discover the keys to unlocking the mysteries of discipline and problem solving for your children of all ages by          
   offering choices using Love and Logic.  -Mrs. Cindy Spenner 
2.  You are the “Ye” in “Go Ye Therefore . . .”  How can God use you, as you are. -Mr. Alan Crocker  
3.   Seeing yourself as God sees you and defining your role in the body of Christ after divorce.  -Pastor Scott Niermann  
4. Home Devotional Life – Nurturing outposts of light in a world of darkness.  Effectively using family devotional     
      time to equip “soldiers of the cross.”  -Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Karen Belli 
5. Teach me to pray – a guide to using the gift of prayer in your family, regardless of age, sex, marital status.                         
      -Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Verdell Hermsmeyer; Mr. & Mrs. Ray & Eunice Hausler 
6.   Celebrating and nurturing the Marriage Encounter-Rev. Tim and Dawn Mueller 
7. Answering the tough questions???? What is God saying in illness, suffering and death?  Where do we turn?                
      -Mrs. JoAnn Sugg and Mr. Bo Arvin 
8.   How to put on the Full Armor of God, for you and your children-Rev. Joshua Theilen 
9. Losing and Finding-Losing a spouse or loved one and finding hope and peace in the midst of grief. 
      -Rev. John Lukomski and Mr. Jim Rohe  
10.  Unashamedly, unapologetically raising your Godly man.  -Rev. Tim & Dawn Mueller 
11.  Unashamedly, unapologetically raising Godly women.  -Mrs. Sue Lentini 
12. Living the “Love Dare” -Rev. Perry Schefelker  
 
PRESENTERS:   
Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Karen Belli,  Trinity Lutheran Church, Hoffman, IL 
Mrs. Cindy Spenner, Teacher at Trinity Lutheran School in Hoffman, IL  
Mrs. Sue Lentini, Salem Lutheran Church, Salem, IL 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Verdell Hermsmeyer, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Ferrin, IL 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray & Eunice Hausler, St. John Lutheran Church, New Minden, IL 
Mrs. JoAnn Sugg, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Ferrin, IL 
Rev. Joshua Theilen, Trinity Lutheran Church, Hoyleton, IL 
Mr. Bo Arvin, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Ferrin, IL 
Rev. John Lukomski, KFUO radio personality-“Wrestling with the Basics”, Trinity, Darmstadt-St Paul, New Athens, IL 
Mr. Jim Rohe, Teacher, Zion, Bethalto, IL 
Rev. Perry Schefelker-Trinity, Centralia, IL 
Mr. Alan Crocker, Messiah, Carlyle, IL 
Rev. Tim and Dawn Mueller, St. John, New Minden, IL 
Rev. Scott Niermann, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Ferrin, IL 
 

 
Contact Information:   

Messiah Lutheran Church 
1091 13th St. 

Carlyle, IL  62231 
Phone: 618-594-3912 

Email: carlylemlc@sbcglobal.net.  Add Subject line: Registration Family Convocation 
 

Concordia Publishing House will have a booth with family,  parenting and devotional resources available at the 
conference.  
· RSVP by April 17th by phone to 594-3912 or by email to carlylemlc@sbcglobal.net.  Please include number of 

children who will need free babysitting, as well as your chosen breakout topics.  (For planning purposes.) 
· Cost for the conference is $7/participant which covers the cost of lunch. 

Babysitters will be provided at no charge.  Please let us know how many will need babysitting when you register! 
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A DAY OF THE WORD AND PRAYER 
 

You are invited to a “Day of the Word and Prayer” on Saturday, May 8, 2010, at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Columbia, Illinois.  What is it?  Our Lord says, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock” (Matthew 7:24-25).  And we also know what 
happened to the house built on sand. 
 
This letter is an invitation for one and all to build on the rock of Christ and His Word, an invitation to “come away by 
yourselves… and rest a while” with your Lord Jesus (Mark 6:31) to spend a day in the Word of God and prayer.  When 
is this again? We will hold this day on Saturday, May 8, 2010, at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Columbia, Illinois.  
This event takes the place of our Spring One Day Pastoral Conference, yet because we are seeking to draw everyone, 
ordained, commissioned and lay alike, deeper into the Word of God, this event is open to lay people and teachers and 
DCEs – everyone!   But we hope pastors will bring teachers and key lay leaders (and anyone interested) along to the Day 
of the Word and Prayer. 
Here is the basic Concept of the Day: 
 
The participants of this conference will be led into Scripture and prayer by means of three cycles of formal worship, 
presentation, personal prayer and/or private absolution, followed by the mutual consolation of the brothers (and sisters).  
A meal will not be provided during the day as participants may benefit from fasting, though this is optional.  Time will 
also be provided for necessary district pastoral conference business.  The day will end with a light meal breaking the fast.  
Participants are encouraged to spend the day, but may cycle in and out as individual schedules dictate.  Helps and 
suggestions for prayer will be provided.  What will we DO specifically?  Here is our tentative schedule: 
 
 
A Day of the Word and Prayer – Saturday, May 8, 2010 
   8:30 – Registration 
   9:00 – Introduction to the Conference (Pr. Herbert Mueller and Pr. Heath Curtis) 
   9:15 – Matins (LSB 219ff) 
   9:45 – Presentation One – Treasury of Daily Prayer – Rev. Scot Kinnaman, CPH 

10:35 – Q & A regarding the use of the TDP 
10:50 – A Time of Prayer (opportunities for private absolution will be available – also, will actually be using the TDP for 

our personal prayer and devotion time) 
 11:25 – Fellowship/Mutual Consolation 
 11:45 – Service of Prayer and Preaching (LSB 260ff) 

12:15 – A Time of Prayer (opportunities for private absolution will be available – continuing use of TDP for personal prayer 
and devotion) 

 12:40 – Presentation Two – The Lutheran Study Bible – Rev. Ed Engelbrecht, CPH 
   1:30 – Q & A regarding the use of The Lutheran Study Bible 
   1:45 – Fellowship/Mutual Consolation 
   2:15 – Responsive Prayer 2 (LSB 285f) with Litany (LSB 288f). 
   2:45 – Presentation Three – Bible Study Opportunities from CPH – Dr. Robert Baker, CPH 
   3:35 – Q & A regarding all the resources presented 
     3:50 – A Time of Prayer and Personal Devotion using TLSB and other resources 
   4:15 – Fellowship/Mutual Consolation 
   4:30 – District Business 
   4:30 – A Time for Lay People to hear from Pr. Mueller and SAGE Sprengel 
   5:30 – Breaking the Fast – Soup and Salad Meal at St. Paul’s 
   6:15 – Departure in the name of the Lord 



 
This “Day of the Word and Prayer” is being sponsored by the District President’s Office (in conjunction with the Board 
of Congregational Support) and the Pastoral Conference Program Committee as the SID Spring Pastoral Conference 
because we hope for the widest possible participation. 
 
Members of the pastoral conference, therefore, are expected to register for the conference just as we do for any other 
conference.  The registration fee for this conference is $25.00 for members of the pastoral conference.  This will 
enable the conference to pay the expenses of the speakers for this conference and give us a bit of a head start on the 
expenses for the Fall Conference.  Therefore, members of the pastoral conference should fill out the registration form 
provided and return it with $25.00 to the conference treasurer, Pastor Brian Feicho.  Thank you. 
 
Our three speakers are all on staff at Concordia Publishing House.  Rev. Scot Kinnaman is the editor of the Treasury of 
Daily Prayer, CPH’s new resource for the daily prayer offices.  Rev. Ed Engelbrecht is the general editor of the new 
Lutheran Study Bible, our new tool for in depth Bible study.  Rev. Robert Baker is in charge of developing Bible study 
products for CPH.  These materials will be on display and available for purchase from CPH at the conference. 
Our goal  is to lead each other into the Word of God and prayer, not just by talking about it or telling each other we 
should do it, but by actually using the great resources that have been provided for us.  We grow in the Word of God by 
using it.  We grow in prayer by praying. 
 
Yes, this conference will be somewhat different from most, but we pray that it will be a blessing to you.  Even if you 
cannot come for the whole day, come for two of the three cycles.  “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly,” the 
Apostle writes and, in another place, “we thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which 
you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in 
you believers” (1 Thessalonians 2:13). 
The peace of God be with you always! 
 
 
 
Yours in His Service, 
+ Herb Mueller 
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Registration Form 
 

Southern Illinois District Pastoral Conference 
 

A One-Day Conference 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Columbia, Illinois 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 
 

A Day of the Word and Prayer 
Main Presenters – Rev. Ed Engelbrecht, Rev. Scot Kinnaman, Rev. Robert Baker 

All on staff at Concordia Publishing House 
Cost  -  $25.00 registration fee for Pastors and Deaconesses and DCEs 

(free will donation for all others) 

 
Congregation:______________________________ 

 
Pastor(s):  ___________________________  $25.00 
 
  ___________________________  $_____ 
 
  ___________________________  $_____ 
 
DCE/Deaconess ______________________   $25.00 
 
Retired Pastor: _______________________   free 
 
Vicar: ______________________________   free  
 
Other:______________________________   free 
 
Total Enclosed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .           $________ 

 
Please return this registration form with a check for the total amount made out to Southern Illinois District Pastoral Conference and 
mail to:  

Conference Treasurer, Pastor Brian Feicho,  
3407 Maryville Road 

Granite City, IL  62040. 
 

Thank you, SID Pastoral Conference Program Committee 
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The Reason We Came 
  

 The procession was forming up just outside the 
parsonage in the Mofolo North Lutheran Church yard.  A 
brass band was playing hymns in the street just outside 
the gate.  Several hundred people were milling about.  A 
joyful sense of anticipation filled the air as the 50 or so 
pastors and deacons of the Lutheran Church in Southern 
Africa were finding their places in the line of procession.  
Several representatives of the Free Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod in South Africa were marching with us.  (The 
LCSA and the FELSiSA are both in fellowship with the 
LCMS.)  Everyone had come under this clear blue sky for 
the installation of Dr. Wilhelm Weber as the third bishop 
of the LCSA on the Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, 
2010. 
 We had traveled by bus with the students of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane (Pretoria) to 
Soweto and the Mofolo North parish where Pastor David 
Tswaedi (the second bishop of the LCSA) is the pastor.  
Bishop Tswaedi had served 16 years in that position and 
had determined it was time for him to concentrate on his 
parish.  After the new bishop was elected at the December 
2009 Synod of the LCSA, the Church Council had 
determined to hold the installation of Dr. Weber on a 
three day weekend in South Africa so that pastors and 
people from all over the church could attend.  Many 
pastors we have met in our partnership activities, all the 
deans of the five dioceses, many lay leaders, many, many 
members of the Women’s League were all there.  Quite a 
few members of the new bishop’s family, including his 
proud father, Dr. Wilhelm Weber, Sr., long time teacher 
at the seminary when it was in Enhlanhleni, were there.  
We counted it a high privilege to represent the Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod: President Randy Golter 
(Rocky Mountain District) and his wife Elizabeth, Lee 
and Pat Hoffmeier (lay mission volunteers from Good 
Shepherd, Collinsville), Shara Cunningham and Julia 
Wehrenberg (lay mission volunteers from the LCMS at 
Ntshongweni), Mr. Mark Theiss (a student from SID) and 
myself. 
 When everyone was in line, more or less, the 
procession stepped off, following white-robed acolytes 
bearing a large crucifix and a large Bible.  The order went 
something like this: Liturgist Pr. Radikobo Ntsimane; the 
retired pastors of the LCSA; elders and deacons; the 
pastors of the LCSA; deputy deans; President Golter and 
myself; pastors from the FELSiSA; the five deans; Bishop 

Weber; Bishop Tswaedi; the lay members of the 
LCSA Church Council; members of the Women’s 
League.  A number of youth also accompanied us, 
singing.  The 30 or so seminary students followed 
carrying flags from various countries.  Through the 
streets of Soweto the procession wound, at least 50 
brass playing, the crowd singing joyful hymns of 
praise to God, escorting their new Bishop, together 
with the outgoing Bishop, to a large tent where the 
overflow crowd estimated to be about 1000 or so 
waited. 
 What was so significant about this event?  
Back in December 2009, the members of the General 
Synod of the LCSA, asking the Holy Spirit for 
guidance, had elected Dr. Wilhelm Weber, Rector of 
the Seminary in Pretoria, as their new Bishop.  The 
first bishop had been of German descent.  Pr. David 
Tswaedi is an African, to be sure, and Dr. Weber’s 
family, though of German descent, has been several 
generations in South Africa.  When the election took 
place, the initial reaction was surprise, but then the 
people thanked God that He had provided them with a 
new leader. 
 President Randy Golter and I had the privilege 
of spending several days with Dr. Weber before the 
event, discussing issues, seeing more clearly his 
pastoral and mission heart.  Then, after hearing his 
sermon to the gathered assembly, the whole group 
could see God had chosen the right man (of course, 
who are we to question Him?).  Starting with Luke 5, 
Bishop Weber led us through the life of St. Peter, 
from his “Go away from me, for I am a sinful man” at 
the catch of fish, to the Lord saying, three times, 
“Simon, do you love me?”  All the while he showed 
how, like with Peter, Jesus forgives, renews, restores 
us and then leads us to go fishing – for people, casting 
the net of the pure Gospel into the “fishing holes” of 
our communities, trusting God to use us to gather 
other people to Himself. 
 Yes, I was honored to be asked to participate 
in the ceremony, to read Scripture for the installation, 
and join in the laying on of hands.  We were also 
privileged to read a letter of greeting and blessing 
from President Gerald Kieschnick, to present letters 
of thanks to Bishop Tswaedi, and to bring greetings 
from the Southern Illinois District. 
 But this trip was not all pomp and 
circumstance.  We met at length with Bishop Tswaedi 

(Continued on page 11) 
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and Bishop Weber.  We traveled to meet three of the five 
deans of the LCSA in their home parishes.  We 
encouraged one another in the Word of God and 
discussed the future of our mission partnership with the 
LCSA.  We attended classes at the seminary and 
preached for seminary chapel services.  We brought 21 
copies of The Lutheran Study Bible for the seminarians 
to use (20 more will be shipped in April).  We met with 
Dr. Mike Rodewald, LCMS World Mission Area 
Director for Africa for input and communication. 
 Everyone appreciated our presence, which was 
particularly encouraging for Bishop Weber and for now 
Pastor Tswaedi.  God strengthened our ties and deepened 
our relationship.  Our hearts are full because of the 
experience of hearing the Word of God and receiving 
Christ’s body and blood among the saints of God who, 
though they are far away geographically, are exactly the 
same as we are in faith and in love.  The installation 
service (3 ½ hours long) was a high point to be sure, but 
so were the many visits with various people – white and 
black, Zulu, Batswana, German, Ungandan, Kenyan, 
Liberian and others.  What amazed me was how 
representatives from both confessional Lutheran 
Churches in South Africa, the LCSA (mostly black) and 
the FELSiSA (mostly white), both in fellowship with the 
LCMS and with each other, were now asking the 
question:  Why not ONE confessional Lutheran Church 
in Southern Africa instead of two?  Both Synods will 
now have new leaders: Bishop Weber in the LCSA and 
the FELSiSA will elect a new leader in June 2010.  
Indeed, the FELSiSA representative, Vice President 
Pastor Dieter Reinsdorf, in his greetings to the assembly, 
spoke of that possibility.  Bishop Weber has already 
begun to talk about holding a joint mission festival next 
year involving all the confessional Lutheran workers in 
South Africa, inviting members far and wide, black and 
white, to worship and to be in mission together.  Already 
it is happening in many places at various local levels – 
cooperation and support for joint mission work between 
the two bodies.  Much more needs to happen, but we 
thank God for what is taking place. 
 Our Southern Illinois Mission Partnership with 
the LCSA will remain the same for now, but we have 
been invited to send a delegation to meet with the LCSA 
Pastors’ Conference in September.  We continue for now 
with our projects: 1) Seminary student scholarships; 2) 
Lay Leadership Training;  3) Books for Pastors; 4) HIV/
AIDs Workshops;  5) Church Planting Efforts.  Pr. 

(Continued from page 10) Tswaedi wants also to pick up a project we had worked 
on in the past – printing sermon helps for the lay 
deacons who are called upon to preach in the absence of 
the pastors. 
 So what was the reason we came?  Of course, 
we went because we were invited to participate in a 
joyful occasion, to renew and to deepen our ties, to 
prepare for a new phase in our partnership and to 
rejoice in the grace of God together.  God gave us all of 
that and more.  But for me personally, what made the 
two 24-hour plane flights (going and coming) worth it 
was the pure joy of a foretaste of heaven.  As I watched 
the people come up for the Lord’s Supper (yes, they 
practice close communion), running through my mind 
was “behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches 
in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb’” (Revelation 7:9-10).  The first to 
commune were the old retired pastors, men who had 
served faithfully through many terribly difficult years, 
then the gathered pastors, followed by the guests from 
the LCMS and then the members of the LCSA and 
FELSiSA together.  We are all the same, sinners in need 
of the cleansing blood of Jesus.  In the new church in 
the town of Ventersdorp there is a poster showing Jesus, 
crowned with thorns, on His way to Golgotha, with His 
blood dripping into a chalice.  What a wonderful 
description of what our Lord does in His Supper!  
“‘Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from 
where have the come?’ the elder asked John, who then 
said, ‘Sir, you know.’ And the elder said, ‘These are the 
ones coming out of the great tribulation.  They have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.’” (Revelation 7:13f). 
 No, I am not being romantic about this.  
Ministry in South Africa is incredibly difficult 
compared to what we have in so many ways.  But the 
joy in Christ and in His Gospel was amazing to see and 
experience once again.  It was a humbling, undeserved 
honor for me to be present at these events on your 
behalf.  God’s peace be with you all! 
 Yours in His Service,   

+ Herb Mueller 



Children at Salem School 
Bishop Weber, Pastor Twala and two 
American volunteers, Shara and Julia, at 
Ntshongweni 

Pastor Mafereka at pul-
pit in Klerksdorp, North 
West Province 

Procession in Soweto Part of the Assembly 

Bishop W. Weber and Deputy Bishop M. 
Vilakhazi with wives. 

Poster in Ventersdorp Bishop Weber and Bishop  Tswaedi 
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AND FOR 
 THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT 

2010 
APRIL  
 1 Maundy Thursday 
 2 Good Friday (SID Office closed) 
 4 EASTER 
 6 Revitalization Group Meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
 7 Office & Personnel Committee, 4:00 p.m. 
 7 Special SID Mission Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 8 Youth Advisory Committee, 2:00 p.m. 
 8 Board for Congregational Support, 5:30 p.m. 
 8 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 9 Sr. High Youth Lock In at Edwardsville Meyer Center, 9:00 p.m.—7:00 a.m. 
 11 District LLL Convention, Messiah, Carlyle, 2:00 p.m. 
 15 SID LWML Board of Directors, 9:30 a.m. 
 15 “See The Miracle” Pastors’ Lunch at Unity School in E. St. Louis 
 15 Finance Committee Meeting, 5:15 p.m. 
 17 SID Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m.  
 19 Fund Advisory Committee Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
 21-22 Lutheran Older Adult Retreat at Pere Marquette 
 22 Stewardship Advisory Committee, 4:30 p.m. 
 27 Call Day at Concordia Seminary-St. Louis 
 28 Call Day at Concordia Theological Seminary-Ft. Wayne 
MAY 
 1 The Bob Streuter Memorial Golf Scramble (SID Foundation) at Okawville, 12:30 p.m. 
 2 Scholarship Endowment Sunday 
 3 Board of Spiritual Care & Supervision, 9:00 a.m. 
 4 Revitalization Group Meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
 5 Lutheran Older Adult Advisory Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 6 “See The Miracle” Breakfast, 9:00 a.m. at Unity School in E. St. Louis 
 6 Prison Ministry Workshop at Camp Wartburg 
 6 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 7 CID/SID Staff Meeting, Springfield, IL. 
 8 Pastor’s Spring Conference and Day of Prayer, St. Paul, Columbia begins at 8:30 a.m. 
 13 “See The Miracle” Lunch, Noon at Unity School in E. St. Louis  
 16 “See The Miracle” Sunday Dinner, 1:00 p.m. at Unity School in E. St. Louis 
 20 “See The Miracle” VIP Dinner, you must have an invitation, location TBA 
 21-24 Floor Committee Meetings at the I.C. 
 31 Holiday—District Office closed 
JUNE 
 1 Pastoral Conference Program Committee, 9:00 a.m. 
 1 Revitalization Group Meeting, 11:00 a.m. 
 3 S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 7-9 Funding Academy-Carlinville 
 12 Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
 28 Church Workers Golf Outing– Oak Brook, Edwardsville, 9:00 a.m. 


