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On “Delivering the Goods...”

In the upper room on Easter evening, when Christ told the

12 disciples to wait in Jerusalem until God Hatbthed them with

power from on high,’Jesus alstopened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, and said to them, ‘Thus it is written,
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be
preached in His name to all nations...” (Luke 24:45-47).

In the same vein, Paul wrote to the Corinthidksy what |
delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that He
was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures...” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

The core of apostolic ministry is the preaching of repatan
and forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name.

The matter of first importance is the delivery to oshefrwhat
we have received — Christ’s death and resurrectionsfor u

In our family, when talking about sermons, I'll sometsaesk,
“Did the preacher deliver the goods?” In other words, Wizt
the real goal of the sermon? Or you might ask, whattheid
teacher really have in mind with the religion lessdd it
clearly deliver what God promises? Or just talk about the
Gospel?

You see, | believe thathatever the goal of your sermon or
lesson, whether it is a “faith goal” (that the hesflearners might
grow in faith) or a life goal (that the hearers might grownimg
the Christian life)nhothing good will happen unless you truly
“deliver the goods.”

The Gospel is more than happy talk about Jesus and God. The
Gospel is preaching and teaching that actually brings forgsgene
of sins, life and salvation in Jesus’ name. It esdkath and
resurrection of Jesus personally applied to dying sinners.
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Where the Law has exposed the cuts and wounds from livingimfudsorld, “delivering
the goods” means applying the healing medicine of forgivenesgersonal way: _“Yousin is
forgiven!” Indeed, when the Law has killed us by exposiregfact that sin is not only “out
there” but also “in here” — in my heart, my life, my g “delivering the goods” means
bringing to dead ones the living Word of the God who raises the deesdis is alive! In water,
in Word, in Body and Blood, He makes you and me alive.

So remember, you are called to speak the Word of ChrgtHaWord does what it says.
“Peace be with you!"said Jesus (John 20:19), and His Word actually brings péBeeause
| live you will live also” (John 14:19h)Jesus told His disciples. And His promise brings what
it says — life! When you have prepared to preach or teaghback, look it all over and ask,
“how do these words bring life, the life of Christ, to mppke, my students?”

My fellow colleagues in ministry, think of it! You hatee privilege of actually delivering
God’s life-giving promises to people when they need it most. a¥euhe delivery person in
your pulpit, your classroom, wherever God takes yoet every word always serve this goal
— to bring life, to “deliver the goods!”

CALLING CONGREGATIONS

TRINITY, ANNA —(Pastor Carl Miller, Vacancy Pastor) (May call Seany Graduate)
TRINITY, EDWARDSVILLE - Called Rev. Danny Tutweiler, McKinney, TX. (Received)
ZION, FARMERSVILLE—( Rev. Walter Byerley is serving)

CHRIST, FAIRFIELD —(Served by seminary students, and profs)

TRINITY, HOYLETON - Calling Seminary Graduate.

ZION, LITCHFIELD - Called

HOPE, MT. CARMEL —Rev. (Emeritus) Robert Reinhardt, IN/ District, VacaRastor

ST. MARK, STEELEVILLE —Calling Associate Pastor/Principal

SID PASTOR’S CALLS RECEIVED/ACCEPTED/RETURNED

Congratulations to the Trinity, Centralia Lady Royals girls basketball team
for winning the LSA State Championship on March 2.
Good Job!

Seminar on Creation & Evolution
Being offered in
Freeburg, May 3

See page 8 for more details
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PRAYER REQUESTS .... Ry

s

For the family ofRenee Morgan,sister of Deitt Schneider-Principal at St. John’s, Red, Btho was called home by
our Lord on Easter Sunday.

For the family oBob Streuter, former Treasurer of the District, was called home iayloord on Wed. March 19.

For Ro Williams, former SID Deaconess, now retired, for strength atidmze as she awaits possible surgery for three
broken bones in her ankle after a fall down a flight af sta

For Pastor Kit Belk, Trinity, Girard, as he handles the pain and life adjustsef osteoarthritis.

For Larry Thoele, brother-in-law of Pastor Jim Rivett, who is under Hosi@are, remember the entire family as we
pray for strength and courage.

For Cathy Bevirt and Melissa Combsteachers at Holy Cross, Collinsville, for strength aadrage while both are
fighting cancer.

For Ed Cook, teacher at Trinity, Edwardsville, who is recovering frontelerae surgery.

For Corrine Streuter, of Murphysboro undergoing medical treatments and needs quarprfar strength and courage.
Corrine is the widow of Bob Streuter a former Treasof¢he District.

For Pastor Mark Meschke, formerly of Southern Illinois, is battling soft-tissugncer and after several rounds of
treatments the cancer has returned rather rapidlysé’lesep Pastor Meschke and his family in your prayers.

For Rev. Walt Byerley, Zion, Farmersville, undergoing treatment for prostate ¢ance

For Pastor Leroy Eckert, Emeritus, who is recovering at home.

Please keep our brothers and sisters serving our COugtin your prayers
Active duty Chaplains from the SID:t. Col. Gary Brooks, Major Gregory Jans, CDR Gregory N. Todd LT.
COL. David Wilshek, and Capt. Keith GeRue.

For Khosti Tswaedi, son of Bishop David and Lucy Tswaedi, Southern Africah&U.S. Army, deployed to Irag.
SPC Chris Willig (son of Mark and Paula Willig) is back in the Unitedt&taPraise God

Lt. Commander Craig Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel, teacher at Trinity, Centrali& Navy Chaplain now serving
in Irag.

Lt. Carl Muehler (brother of Cindy Nebel) US Navy Chaplain now servinGamp Fuiji, Japan.

Sgt. Aaron Richardson(son of Faith Richardson, (Immediate Past PresideteostD LWML & member of the
Southern Africa Mission Task Force) has returned fromhBad and is safely homeraise God

Capt. Joshua Henscherison of Ron and Ellen Henschen, teachers in Edwardsaille). Hood, TX.

Capt. Warren Kostencki, (son of Dan and Jean Kostencki, Dan is principal etrdEast Lutheran High School), is
back home.Praise God

Capt. Drew Ponivas(son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Faith, Godfrey) isgaei deployed to Irag.

MM2 John Ponivas (son of Nancy Ponivas, teacher at Faith, Godfreypkas deployed on the USS Albuquerque
(submarine).

Lt. Col. Robin Schultze (daughter-in-law of Shirley Schwartzkopf) is now in Commahthe 36th Medical Operations
Squadron in Guam.

Sgt. Matthew Kasten(son of Steve and Marge Kasten, Hoyleton, IL.) U.S.has returned to Baghdad for 18 mp.
Capt. Anthony Skeesick(son of Pastor Dale and Kathy Skeesick, St. Petami®&own) serving in the US Air Force
and rejoicing over his return back to the United Statéswiolg three years in England. In August he will reporfort
Campbell, Kentucky where he will serve with the 101st Airborne.

Lt. Col. John Pepin(son-in-law of Pastor [Emeritus] and Lois Eckert) is s@mmwing in Iraqg.

PRAISE REPORTS:

We praise God in thanksgiving fabigail Clayton, born to Pastor Kirk and Lori Clayton (Zion, Masajton March

18. Abigail weighed 8 Ibs. 10 oz. and was 20 inches long.

We also praise God in thanksgiving fdichael Paul Surburg, born to Pastor Mark and Amy Surburg (Good Shepherd,
Marion) on March 25. Michael weighted 8 Ibs. 7 oz. and 8@5 inches long.




The InSIDe Word April 2008 Page 4

www.sidlcms.org

Stewardship Life: Free* Training and Resources

The 2006 SID Convention passed Resolution 5-04 mandating ard&hup training process in the District.
The Board for Congregational Support appointed a StewardsBlpHorce to plan events and activities.
NOW is the time to plan for the Southern lllinois it Stewardship Life: Free* Training and Resources
workshop to be held at three different locations thersg@eveekend in April 2008. The first is Saturday, April
12, 2008, from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church in \Ro@d. The second and third will be on
Sunday, April 13, 2008, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at St. John Lutheranc@muiNew Minden, and from 6:00-8:00
p.m. at St John Lutheran Church in Red Bud. You have glmice!

Rev. Wayne Knolhoff, new Director of Stewardship for timheran Church — Missouri Synod, will give a
one hour presentation on “Congregational Stewardship @ultlihere will be a half hour presentation on
“Consecrated Stewards,” a stewardship program for propaftgving published by Capital Funding of the
Lutheran Church — Extension Fund. There will also batplef time for Q & A.

If you have not registered yet, call the District Office andegister over the phone with Donna. Call
today!

(* Your presence is required to receive free training anouress)

Registration Form

Stewardship Life:
Free* Training and Resources
Rev. Wayne Knolhoff,
Director of Stewardship for the LCMS

Saturday, April 12, 2008
or
Sunday, April 13, 2008

Congregation:
Pastor(s):
We will bring People (approximate).
Names:

We will attend at the following location:
9:00-11:00 a.m. Saturday - St. Paul, Wood River
2:00-4:00 p.m. Sunday - St. John, New Minden
6:00-8:00 p.m. Sunday - St. John, Red Bud
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Christians and the Challenge of Islam

Main Presenter — Dr. Adam Francisco, Concordia Theological Seminary \WWayne

Spring Session — 2008
Southern lllinois District Pastoral Conference
Tuesday, April 8, 2008
Camp Wartburg, Near Waterloo, Illinois

Dr. Adam Francisco:

Adam S. Francisco graduated from Concordia Universityng@; CA) with a M.A. in Theology (2001).
Afterwards he moved to England where, in addition to pugsfuirther research in Christian theology, he
studied Arabic and Islamic theology at the Oxford Cemtrédlamic Studies. From the University, he earned
both a M.St. (2003) and D.Phil. (2006) for his work in the Inystd Christian-Muslim relations. Dr. Francisco
served as Albin Salton Fellow at the University ohtdon from 2004-2005. Afterwards, he taught in the
history department of Concordia College (Bronxville, NearRjj until his recent appointment as a guest
professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort WalphelHe recently published the monogrddhartin
Luther and Islam(E.J. Brill, 2007).

Christians and the Challenge of Islam:

The theology and proliferation of Islam presents aifgant challenge to Christians. To provide a foundation
from which to consider how it should be regarded and haslikhs might be approached, Dr. Francisco will
present a series of three lectures under the title $Gdms and the Challenge of Islam.” “The origin and
theology of Islam” will set the foundation by honingoin the key ideas and events that have shaped
contemporary Islam. “A Lutheran evaluation of Islamil wonsider how Christians should regard its
theology. Particular attention will be given to the sfien of whether Islam should be considered a heresy
sect, or, perhaps alongside Christianity and Judaism, exhaimic faith. Lastly, “A Christian approach to

Islam and Muslims” will, after considering local demograghanalyze and recommend various approaches to

Muslims.

(You can find the registration for the Spring PastG@tference on page 6)

PASTORS’
ANNIVERSARIES
CELEBRATED

The following pastors celebrated anniversaries of their atidim into the Holy Ministry irfFebruary and re-
ceived certificates. If you, or someone you know had an amsaime(20, 25, 30, 35, etc.) during the montirebruary
and their name is not on this list, please call DontlaeaDistrict Office so this can be taken care of rigttya Thank
you.

No anniversaries were celebrated during February.
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Southern lllinois District Pastoral Conference

Spring Session — 2008

A One-Day Conference

Tuesday, April 8, 2008

Camp Wartburg, Near Waterloo, Illinois
(5705 LRC Road, just off Maeystown Road 4 miles SW of Waterlopagiist
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Wartburg)

Christians and the Challenge of Islam

Main Presenter — Dr. Adam Francisco, Concordia Theological Samifort Wayne

Schedule
Monday Evening — Travel to Camp Wartburg (if spendiregrtight)

Main Conference Day - Tuesday, April 8, 2008

Conference will be held in the new dining hall — a great faciliéy the top of the hill. Drive through

the camp, past the new dorms, to the new dining hall.

7:30-8:00 Registration (& refreshments)
8:00 — 8:45 Morning Prayer (or Matins)
8:45-9:00 Break
9:00-10:30 Presentation (Session Orf&he Origins and Theology of Islam”
10:30 - 11:00  Break/Private Confession and Absolution
11:00-12:30  Divine Service
12:30 - 1:30 Lunch
1:30 - 3:00 Presentation (Session Tw Lutheran Evaluation of Islam”
3:00-3:30 Break
3:30-4:00 District Business
4:00 - 5:00 Presentation (Session Threg)Christian Approach to Islam and Muslims”
5:00 - 5:30 Q & A (and unfinished district business)
5:30-6:15 Vespers
6:15-7:30 Dinner
7:30 — 7?77 Gemuetlichkeit

Tuesday, late evening — Travel (if not spending thithig

Call Camp Wartburg (618.939.7715) to make arrangements tow&ayight at the Camp. You will need to bring your own
bedding. There is also a Super 8 Motel in Waterlooyabmiles from Camp, located at 112 Warren Drive, ¢giist_-3 at the

north end of Waterloo. Check it out on the internetusuper8.com) or call 618.939.2020 to make your reservaiibe.

conference will be held in the new dining hall, atfolsss facility with plenty of meeting and eating space

Cost - $40.00 registration fee for Pastors and DeacanasdeDCEs
$16.00 for retired pastors, vicars and wives (cost af)foo
(Please use registration form included in Pastors Packe
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TRINITY-ST. JOHN SECOND GRADERS GIVE AWAY 500 BOOKS

The second grade class at Trinity-St. John Lutheran Sambdtzshville, IL, recently won
1,000 books from Scholastic, Inc. The winnings were part aim@Project promoted by
Scholastic. The second grade class read 100 books before ¢ogiletcontest form. Each
contest winner was asked to give the books away to needylschoo

Trinity St. John second grade students took a trip to Unitlgdran School in East St. Louis,
IL. The students were able to tour the classrooms andtheestudents. They were included in
the school's morning chapel service and in recess. Misrall ange, second grade reading
teacher, said, "The experience was wonderful! I've bdkmgtéhe students we were in this
contest to give away books. To be able to take the books to a driegs privileged children
was an experience I'm sure the students will remefobgears to come!"

Unity Lutheran School is a
growing school in East St.
Louis. Mr. Paul Miller, the
school principal, requested
upper level books to help
build a library for future
use. The school is currently
serving students in grades
Preschool through fourth
grade. They plan to expand
by one grade each year. The
building is overflowing with
students! The school is
looking for property on
which to build in the near
future.

Front Row: Devin Brammeier, Richard Cosey, Trinity Rives, Jeo@sener
Middle Row: Alvin Harris, Detrich Evans, Sydney Brinkmann, Md&ikssell, Hope Rueter

Back Row: Ms. Fonya Banks, second grade teacher at Unityn@@&bgebus, Nile Clay, Blake Mel-
ton, Jarin Hardaway, Trey Stevenson, Tray Braggs, Jakob Jored)ébra Lange, second grade
teacher at Trinity-St John.
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Seminar on Creation & Evolution
Offered in Freeburg on May 3

The Discovery and History channels on TV, the Zoo and
Science Center in St. Louis, and most biology and geology
textbooks assume that the world as we know it evolved ove 4
millions of years.Are science and the Bible at odds with =
each another? How can a Christian address questions
about evolution and creation in a way that is scientific and
also faithful to Scripture?

Dr. David Menton will address these questions and more @reation/
Evolution seminar on Saturday, May 3, 2008, in Freeburg, Illinois The
seminar, hosted by Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, begins at 1600 a
and concludes at 4:00 p.m. Lunch is included.

More specifically, Dr. Menton will discus€reation or Evolution: What is
the Evidence and Does It Make a Difference?Everyone is invited to the
seminar, which is geared toward adults and high school youth. There is
charge, but a free will offering will be taken to help comgpenses for the
seminar and meal.

Dr. Menton works withPAnswers in Genesisan organization including scientists like Dr. Menton
who show that true science is not at odds with the teachings oftilee Ble is Associate Professor
Emeritus of Anatomy at Washington University School of Mediam8ti Louis, MO where he taught
from 1966 to 2000. With a Ph.D. in cell biology from Brown Uniwgrddr. Menton received
Washington University School of Medicine’s ‘Distinguished Servieaching Award’ five different
years during the 1990s. Among his many awards and honors, he has béed forofilmost two
decades imerican Men and Women of ScienBg. Menton has lectured extensively on creation
and evolution in North America and Ireland.

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church is at 612 N State Streeegbkrg, lllinois.

As soon as possible (but no later than April Base RSVPyour desire to attend, so the church can
make plans for both space and food. RSVP’s and questions may beddioecte
creationorevolution@gmail.com. Or you may call Christ Our Sdwitheran Church at (618) 539-
5664 or Leslie Sramek, the event coordinator, at (618) 972-6577.
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News Release
From
Concordia Seminary-St. Louis

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, together with Peaffecer Ministries, will host “Christian Law Enfoemnent
Chaplaincy — Theology and Practice,” May 19-23ttomn Seminary campus. This workshop will offer wrsgaccredited
training for chaplains, peace officers and pasfoysing on effective Christian ministry to andahgh law
enforcement.

The workshop will explore issues such as adomisgund biblical theology; understanding law erdarent as
vocation (God’s calling); distinguishing and proyeapplying Law and Gospel and God’s Two Kingdormithim a law
enforcement context; addressing practical, legatphical, cultural and missiological consideragspemploying Christian
stress management and officer spiritual survivaltegies; and identifying characteristics of a cetapt Christian
chaplain. The main presenters will be Rev. Stese &and Mike Dahmer.

The cost to attend “Law Enforcement Chaplaincy-dibgy and Practice” is $295 and includes four bfasis,
five lunches and two dinners. Housing is not ideld. A total of 2.7 CEUs are available for fultpapation.

For more information, contact the Office of Coniimg Education and Parish Services at (314-505-7486
ce@csl.edu; or visit the Seminary’s Web site at weglvedu

Concordia Seminary-St. Louis is please to annoitscgimmer 2008 series of workshops for pastors,
professional church workers and interested layqrers

The cost for each summer workshop is $125. Payieatue 21 days prior to the beginning of eachkabop,
and workshops have a minimum required enrollmétdusing and meal information may be obtained frbehost
pastor.

To register or receive further information, contide Office of Continuing Education and Parishvgars,
Concordia Seminary, 801 Seminary Place, St. L&di3, 63105; (314-505-7486; ce@csl.edu.

“Why Some and Not Others? The Canon of the Newahesnt in Historical and Theological Prospectivijhe
10-12, Waverly, lowa, by Prof. Jeffrey Kloha, ataig professor of exegetical theology at ConcoS#aninary.

“Journey with Jonah,” July 7-9, Phoenix, AZ, by. Br. Reed Lessing, associate professor of exegj#tiealogy
at Concordia Seminary.

“Righteousness and the Righteous Life: Galatiamek and Justification,” July 14-16, Wichita, Kenday Prof.
Jeffrey Kloha, assistant professor of exegeticablbgy at Concordia Seminary.

“James: The Apostle of Faith and Works,” July B4-Cedar Crest, N.M., by Dr. Louis Brighton, prafes
emeritus at Concordia Seminary.

“Restore the Roar: Amos,” July 21-23, West Faigd)., by professor Dr. R. Reed Lessing, associaifepsor
of exegetical theology at Concordia Seminary.

“Practicing Ambidexterity,” July 21-23, West DesoMes, lowa, by Dr. Joel Biermann, assistant psafesf
systematic theology at Concordia Seminary.

“God'’s Blue Planet,” August 4-6, Danville, VA. r. Charles P. Arand, professor of systematic thgpht
Concordia Seminary.

“God’s Blue Planet,” August 11-13, Seymour, IN.Dy Charles P. Arand, professor of systematic lthggoat
Concordia Seminary.

“Practicing Ambidexterity,” August 11-13, Bloomitam, IL., by Dr. Joel Biermann, assistant professfor
systematic theology at Concordia Seminary.

“The Uniqueness of Christ in a Pluralistic Cultuférough Lutheran Eyes,” August 11-13, Tryon, NI Dr.
Joel Okamoto, associate professor of systemataldbg at Concordia Seminary.

“Psalms,” August 12-14, Cleveland, OH, by Dr. Reld Lessing, associate professor of exegeticaldhgat
Concordia Seminary.

Additional information is also available in the Giming Education section of the Seminary’s Web,sitww.csl.edu.
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Lutheran Blind Mission
85 Years and Going Strong!

Lutheran Blind MissiorfLBM) this year celebrates the milestone of 85 years of s=ta blind and
visually-impaired people. And how are we doing? The old phrasgeisXou are as old as you feel.
LBM feels very young and continues to be very active.

Many times people are asked: “What is your secret for longevityden we look back over the
years, it is clear what our secret has been and continuesGothdras been leading and guiding the
mission’s efforts and workEach decade of our ministry and service has brought its ownralpedle
changes, and blessings. That's a pretty good formula and LBbtatder long life: challenges,
changes, and God’s blessings.

LBM started with the vision of one man trying to help another man wtddsa his vision. The mis-
sion today encompasses over 13,000 people. That's right, 13,000 people frogs) tionolunteers,
to library patrons, to readers of magazines, to people who attendatutenters. Then, if you con-
sider the thousands of people touched in each decade of service,lthartdtar of people is enor-
mous and mind-boggling.

85 years is a good long time, but we feel young. Planted by God,H&8Mourished, borne fruit in

old age, proclaiming,The Lord is Upright.”It has not slowed down but continues to press forward in
sharing the Gospel with people who are blind and visually impaired.h&eei caught the vision in
sharing the vision of Christ Crucified and Resurrected.

Thank you for being a part of the mission and ministry of Lutheran Blisdion. As we make plans
for the years that lie ahead, we look to the opportunities ancobaB that God lays before us as we
go about our mission and ministry ledlping blind and visually-impaired people see Jesus.

For 85 years of grace and beyond in service to Him and His people,

Pastor Dave Andrus
Executive Director
Lutheran Blind Mission

314-918-0415 or toll free at
888-215-2455

Web site: www.blindmission.org
E-mail: blind.mission@blindmission.org
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS & EVENTS IN AND FOR

THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT
2008

Board of Congregational Support, 4:15 p.m.

S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

Stewardship Task Force Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

Pastoral Conference (one day), Camp Wartburg, Waterloo
Stewardship Workshop, St. Paul, Wood River, 9:00 a.m.-11m00 a.
Stewardship Workshop, St. John, New Minden, 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Stewardship Workshop, St. John, Red Bud, 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m.

SID LWML Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

Unity “Time To Build” Dinner, 6:00 p.m.

LEA Convocation in Minneapolis

SID Board of Directors Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

Fund Advisory Meeting, 4:30 p.m.

SID Student Aid Golf Benefit—Okawville, starting at 10:30 a.m.

Board of Spiritual Care and Supervision, 9:00 a.m.

Metro Principals Meeting at Metro East Lutheran Higihool, (time to be announced later)
Older Adult Advisory Committee Meeting, 6:15 p.m.

District LLL Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Memorial Day celebrated—District Office Closed

Metro Principals/Athletic Directors Meeting at MeEast Lutheran High School, (time to be
announced later)

S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Mission Staff Meeting, 9:30 a.m.

SID Youth Gathering at Lake Williamson, Carlinville.

Mission Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.

S.A.M.T.F. Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m.

District LWML Board Meeting, 9:00 a.m.
SID Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m.

Fund Advisory, 4:30 p.m.



